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= == Ince, in this degenerate 
ese, ſo great an Apo- 
lach from the Belief, 
N BB) as well as Practice, of 

12 Natural and Reweal'd 
Religion, (while Im- 
piety and Immorality 


alternately produce, confirm and ftrength- 


en one another) has ſpread its Contagion 


ſo far over this Nation, that Atheiſm 


and Infidelity, which formerly Iurk'd in 
Corners as aſham'd to own publickly their 
Characters, have at length taken Cou- 
rage to throw off the Mask; while the 
Miniſters and Champions of the Prince of 

333 Dark- 


Rr 
Darkneſs with daring Confidence not only 

in Converſation, but from the Preſs, in- 

ſult the Chriſtian Religion, and labour to 

' ſubvert its divine Inſtitution ; and fmce 

in the mean time they do not form and 

publiſh any Confeſſion of their own Faith, 


or Scheme of Divine Principles, tho call d 


upon earneſtly to do it, nor ſubſtitute a- 
ny other Syſtem of Religious Dottrines, 
which they would recommend to be em- 
braced by Thoſe who can be perſwaded by 
them to 'renounce Chriſtianity ; there is 
Reaſon to ſuſpect, that their Aim is to 
aboliſh the Belief of the Deity, and all 
Moral Obligations that we lye under from 
the Laws of Nature, and ſo to ſet Man- 
kind at entire unlimited Liberty to act as 
they pleaſe, without Remorſe or Fear of 
Puniſhment : Since then we are, in reſpect 
of Devotion and Virtue, in this terrible 
Situation, while the Enemies of the Meſ-' 
frab's, and the Subjetts and Friends of 
Satan's Kingdom, are ſo audacious, pow- 
erful and numerous, it muſt. certainly - 
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PREFACE, 

the Duty of every ſincere Chriſtian that 
is enderwed with proper Talents for ſuch 
an Undertaking, to uſe his utmoſt Endea- 
 wonrs to check the Progreſs of this per- 
nicious Evil, by ſtanding up in the De- 
fence of his Religion, dearer to him than 
his Life, as it muſt be if he is a Chri- 
ſtian indeed; and this is to expreſs the 
pureſt Religious Zeal, and the trueſt Love 
to God and Man. 

Nor is Great Britain deſtitute of Ho- 
nourable Examples of this Kind; Mor- 
thies who with Heroick Zeal, refiſtleſs 
Courage, and wiſe Conduct have ſigna- 
liz'd their Pens, and made a noble Stand 
in this glorious Cauſe, And as many Ec- 
cleſiaſticł Combatants have engag d in the 
preſent inteſtine Way againſt the Atheiſt, 
and the Antichriſtian Party, and have 
gain d thoſe Lawrels that will for ever 
adorn their Memory; ſo the like Many 
have done in the Age before, in this and 
Foreign Nations, and their excellent La- 
bours on this Subject, written with ſuch 
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convincing Reaſon, Learning and good 


Senſe, would, I perſwade my ſelf, if at- | 


tended to with Diligence and impartial 


Contemplation, have been abundantly ſuf- 
ficient to conquer the Prejudices of the 


Dishelievers of a Deity, and the Chriſti- 
an Revelation. But ſince this impious, as 
well as unchriſtian Race of Men obſti- 


ately perſevere in their Opinions, and, 
as there is Reaſon to fear, get Ground, 


and multiply Proſelytes in this looſe Age, 
I look upon it as my Duty to attempt, to 
the Extent of my Abilities, their Con- 
vittion and Recovery, by adding freſh 
Arguments, or enforcing and giving more, 
Perſpicuity to thoſe produc'd by other Wri- 
ters on theſe Subjects; it being evident, 
that Authors of a different Genius and 


way of thinking, may prevail with ſome 
that reſiſt the Light and Evidence of- 
fer d by others not. ſo adapted to their 


Tafte and Manner of Conception, 
' Beſides, the Leaders of theſe inflexible 


Enemies of Piety and Chriſtianity, like 
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the notorious Hereticks of the Church of 


divided the Chriſtian World, are conti- 


vii 


Rome, that have ſo miſerably rent and 


nually publiſhing new Writmgs to con- 


fute their Adverſaries, and make ill Im- 
preſſions on the ignorant or unſteady Peo- 


ple, while they leave a Multitude of 


excellent Treatiſes unanſwer d; and there- 
fore they make it neceſſary for us to at- 
tack them afreſh, confute their falſe Rea- 
ſoning, and protect the Nation from be- 
ing impos d upon by their audacious Aſ- 
ſertions or trifling Sophiſtry. I have 


therefore endeavourd, in this Book, to 
clear up the Evidence of Natural Reli- 


gion, againſt the Atheiſt and Scoffer ; and 
then, if Life and Health will permit, 
to publiſh another in ' Vindication of 
Chriſtian Revelation. 

In this Performance I have follou d 


the Syllogiſtical Manner of arguing, as 
moſt proper for ſuch Subjects. This Me- 


thod of Diſputation conſiſts in deducing, 
from Self-evident and Indemonſtrable 
A 3 Principles, 
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Principles, Concluſions that afterwards 


ſerve for Principles, whence to collect 


in the ſame Manner à ſucceſſive Train of 


Conſequences, which contain as great 


Certainty or Probability as the Premiſes 
whence they were colletied. Whatever 
Knowledge is acquired by Man is de- 
pendent on the Senſes, as adminiſtring 
the firſt and neceſſary Occaſion of form- 
ing our Ideas, or a cauſa {ine qua non. 
When the Images of external Objects af 
fett the ſenſitive Organs, the animal 
Spirits reſiding there being put into Mo- 
tion, and returning to the Brain, commu- 
nicate their Impreſſions to the chief Ar- 
biter or Senſorium, which occaſion ſim- 
ple Perception or uncompounded Ideas, 
and this is called the direct perceptive 
Operation of the Intellett; but when the 
Mind turns its Eye upon itſelf, and 
from this its direct Altion knows that 
it knows; and then contemplating and 


abſtrattmg the eſſential Properties, com- 


mon to all the Individuals of each Kind, 
eve: for 


. 
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forms univerſal and abſtratted Tdeas, 
which are dependent on the Senſes no 
farther, than as the Senſes convey to 
the Mind the firſt Images, whence by 
the Exerciſe of Reaſon general or com- 
mon Notions are a fterwards collected, 
and coherent Chains of inſtructive Pro- 


| Poſitions are produc'd; and this is call d 


the reflex and abſtrafting Operation of 


the Mind, Science depending upon the 


Evidence of our Senſes, is therefore 
hokd upon the moſt ſi ure and unerring, 


becauſe oſe it is the mece ſary Foundation of of 
all other Sciences; and ſhould that be 


ſubverted, farewel to 4 Knowledge ; . 


and therefore the Church of Rome is 12 
far from being endowed with Infalli 

lity, that her Doftors have demoliſs'd the 
Fiundations of all Certainty, by aſſert- 
ing that the Senſes of Millions of Men 


| 2 every Day deceiv din the Eucha- 


For how can they prove any t 
4 me, that deny the Infallibility of 
. Senſes rightly diſposd? If they. 
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ſay, the Church of Rome, which is only 


a corrupt Part, is the Whole infallible 


Church, and that Holy Scripture and 
Tradition prove her to be ſo, let them 
( ſetting aſide the Teſtimony of our Senſes 


as ſuch as can't be depended on) fhew 


bow they can prove there are any ſuch 


Things as Scriptures or Tradition, either 
Sacred or Profane, or any thing elſe. 


It is therefore moſt clear, that, if the 


Evidence of our Senſes 1s fallacious, 
no Propoſition whatſoever can be de- 
monſtrated, the Pillar that ſupports 
the Truth of all Knowledge being ſub- 
verted, that is, the certain Suffrage of 


our ſenſitive Organs, And therefore 
while the Soul is incarnate, and exerts 
ber Operations by the Mediation of cor- 
poreal Inſtruments, it always covers 


that Sort of Perception; that Way of 
receiving Knowledge being more natural, 
eaſy and familiar, than the forming of 
Univerſal Notions or abſtiraffed Ideas, 
remote from the Cogni ſance of the Senſes. 
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And hence it is, I imagine, that ſome 
Gentlemen Skilful in Mathematicks would 
reduce all Methods of Proof or Demon- 
ration to the Mechanical Way of Ar- 

'} gumentation, as preſuming that to be 

1 moſt evident and certain; ſo the learned 
Author of Natural Reli gion delineated, 
imitating ſome few others, uſes the 
Geometrical or Mechanical Manner of 
proving his Aﬀſſertions ; and ſome Phyſi- 

Clans likewiſe are fond of introducing 

Mathematical and applying Mechanical 

Rules of Reaſoning, to ſbc the Regula- 

rity or Irre gularity of the Humonrs, 

Blood and Spirits, the 2 of Di 

eaſes, and the Method of Cur 

As all Things Perfect are equal Per- 

Fed, ſo likewiſe all Things Certain are 

3 equally 8 And therefore, notwith- 

fanding inty is various in reſpett 

1 -of r of 1 e Means or Me- 

thods of producing et there is no 

Certainty, — — 4 leſs in Degy 

than another, for if this were IS 


4 2 ſo, 
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PREFACE. | 
fo, the inferior Certainty muſt be allay d 


avith ſome ground of Doubting; but The 


eſſential Idea of all Certaiuty excludes 
from the Mind all actual Diffidence and 
Ground of doubting whatſoever ; and 
therefore Mathematical, Phyſical, Me- 
taphyſi ical, Moral and Divine Certainty 
are in reſpeff of each other equal, and 
incapable of receiving Magis and Minus, 
how much ſoever a7 differ in the Me- 
thod of being collected. All Sciences 
have their proper and peculiar Principles 
and Mediums, whence they deduce their 
Concluſions , which are demonſtrative 
and ſriemifick; and none of them can 
boaſt of ſuperior Certainty , that is, - the 
- Mind can acquire no greater Satisſai Eon 
of the Truth of one than of anather, 
nor harbour leſs Rea ſon of doubting in 
any of them than in the reſt : ſo that 
Moral _—_ is not inferior to Geo- 
metrical, nor Phyſical to Metaphy for 
I am as fully convinc d and poſſeſs d of 
the Truth of this Conclufion, I exift, 
collected 


PERNETFA C E. 
collected tbus; Whatever Thinks and 


Afﬀs does Exiſt; I think and aft, there- 


fore I exiſt; as I can be of any Propoſi- 
tion demonſtrated in Euclid. 


X111 


In the like manner a Man, that was 


never out of England, may be as per- 
| feitly aſſur d that there are other Coun- 
tries, or that this Iſland is not the whole 


Terreſtrial World, but that there are 
other Lands, Towns, Cities and People 


befides thoſe he is acquainted with, as 


if he had really ſeen them with his Eyes : 5 


For if he founds, as he muſt do, his in- 
fallible Aſſurance of the Exiſtence of thoſe 
Countries and People, which he has ſeen, 
pon the deciſive Judgment of his Sen- 
ſes that cannot be deceiv d, it is much 
more probable that the Senſes of one Man 
Gould be impos'd upon, than the Senſes 
| 15 many thouſands, who declare they 

ave ſeen py Kingdoms and Cities out 
of this and; nor is it morally poſſe 
ble, that ſo mamy thouſands in different 
Trane and Countries, thro' all Ages, and 


a 3 : among 


| | my 


| Relations, ſhould kon ſpire to impoſe 2 
his Belief, and mock him with ſuch a 
„cannot be; 


p R E F A C E. 
among them often his neareſt Friends and 


forg d Narration. This, I ſe 
for all Effects are produc d by ſome com- 
petent Cauſes : now tis impoſſible to aſ- 
ſign any ſuch Cauſe, whence this Effect 
can be deriv d, that is, ſuch a Confede- 
racy of all Mankind from the Beginning 
of all Time in all Ages and Places to put 


ſuch a Cheat and Impoſture upon him, for 


which Deſign as they could have no End, 
ſo they had no Opportunity and Means to 


execute it, nor can any Geometrical De- 


monſtration afford me greater Aſſurance 
than this moral Certainty; for the laſt 
leaves the Mind without all Diſtruſt or 
Reaſon of Doubtfulneſs, and the firſt can 
do no more. | 
_ Why then ſhould Any apply a Mecha- 
nical Way of Argumentation to Moral, 
Medical or Divine Subjects, to which they 
do not properly belong? as if they could 
that way ſtrike out greater Sctentifick 
Light, 
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Light, than by the uſual Syllogiſtical Me- 
thod of Diſputation : eſpecially confider- 
ing the Sciences which depend upon ab- 
ſtracted Ideas and general Notions, as 
Theolog y, Phyſicks, Metaphyſicks and Mo- 


ral Philoſophy, are incapable of Ocular 


or Senſitive Evidence, and therefore 
cannot be the Subjects of ſuch Demonſtra- 
tion: Hence Carteſius, tho very Skil- 
ful in Mathematical Knowledge, made 
little Uſe of it in his Philoſophical and 
Metaphyſical Writings, Nor does the 
celebrated Mathematician Dr. Iſaac Bar- 
row apply this Geometrical Way of Ar- 
gumentation to Divine or Moral Subjects. 
Dr. Ward, Biſhop of Sarum, has ſome- 
times attempted it; but whether he has 
given greater Force to his Arguments by 
his Mechanical Way of managing them, 
let the judicious Reader determine. Be- 
ſides, if this way of Diſputation muſt be 
introduced into all Arts and Sciences, all 
Divines, M oraliſts, Phyſicians and Lau- 
ers, before they can be Eminent in their 


2a 4 Pr ofeſſion, 
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Profeſſion, muſt firſt become great Ma- 
thematicians, and fludy the Geometrical 


Manner of Deduftion ; nor could there 
be any kind of Learning among Mankind 
without Mathematicks, nor any 3 
but only Geometrical, which is very ab- 
urd. | 

As to the following Treatiſe of Natu- 
ral Religion, a Subjett that has exerciſed 
the Pens of ſeveral excellent Writers, as 
well Foreigners as Natives, ſince Irre- 
ligion and Contempt of all Divine and 
Sacred Things, as well as the Disbelief 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, notwith- 


ſtanding the learned Labours of thoſe 
Worthies who have engaged in this Con- 


trover 0 ; I thought, as above ſuggeſted, 
I might be able to add greater Force, 


and ſet the Evidence in a flronger Light, 
as well as give a cloſer Connexion and 
a more perſpicuous Method and Expreſ- 

to the whole: In order to this, 
I have illuſtrated former Arguments, or 
added mew, and have extended the 
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Laws of Nature and the Evidence of 


their Obligation much farther than has 
been done. | 
And others purſuing the ſame way 
of Diſputation may ſtretch them much 
farther; for I think it will not be dif- 


|  ficult to demonſtrate, by the Exerciſe of 


Reaſon, all the Practical Moral Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, except the Credenda, 
that is, the Articles of Faith relating 
to Chriſt, his Perſon, Incarnation, Sa- 
craments, Mediatorial Office, the Re- 
ſurrettion, &c. But as to Rules that 
relate to the Government of our Thoughts, 
Paſſions and Practical Duties, or the Re- 
gulariry of our Actions, I believe they 
may be all proved by the Dictates and 
Light of Nature. 
' Moral Obligations, or Natural Laws, 
being the Foundation of all Religion, and 
the Beginning of Divine Wiſdom, I have 
been the more exaft in the Deduction of 
them, and ſhewing whence they derive 
their binding Force, ſo as to conflitute 


6 
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i our Duty, and make us receptive of Re- 
8 wards and Puniſoments; therefore theſe 
1 Religious Ideas and Moral Notions are 
=. antecedent to the Chriſtian Inſtitution, and 


Introduttive and Preparatory of the 
Mind for the embracing of it : For it is 
not likely that Men that obſtmately op- 
poſe the Divine Light diſplay d by Na- 
ture, deny Obedience to the Dictates and 
Laws of Reaſon, and ſtifle Convittions 
ariſing from the Leavings of inbred Con- 
ſcience, ſhould heartily Embrace a Reli- 
gion ſupernaturally revealed, and ſubmit 
faithfully to its Precepts that reinforce 
and recommand the Laws, which they 
bave already with ſtubborn Wilfulneſs ſo 
i! | long rejected and diſobeyed. Our Savi- 
1 our ſays, If you do 3 Will of God, 
1118 you ſhall know of my Doctrine, whe- 


ther it be of God, or whether I ſpeak 
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| | of my ſelf; that is, if you are faithful 
if and obedient to Moral Truths already 
if acknowledged, and do his Will collected 


10 | by Reaſon and made known by the Light 
| | of 
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of Nature, as likewiſe by the Moſaick 


1 Inſtitution, you will be prepared and diſ- 
1 poſed to believe my Revelation, and re- 
ceive my Doftrines : ſo that to be good 
Pagan is the ready way to become good 


3 Chriſtians. 


And fince All to whom the Goſpel 


has been preached and ſufficiently pro- 


mulgated, are bound to believe and obey 
it, by reaſon of the Divine uncontroul'd 


Ewidence that confirms the Truth of it, 


and there cannot be found any Name gi- 


den under Heaven by which any to 
whom the Goſpel has been preached can 
be ſaved, but that of Chriſt, whence all 


| Men will be acquitted or condemned ac- 


cording to their Submiſſion or Diſobedience 
to his Laws: So on the other Hand, 


| 3 thoſe Nations on whom the Light of the 
# Goſpel never ſhone, nor the Sun of Righ - 
| eouſneſs ever roſe, who live involved in 


the darkeft Shades of Ignorance and Ido- 


latry, and are Aliens to the Church of 
Chriſt, having no Law ſupernaturally 


communicated 
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communicated to them, are a Law unto 


themſelves, as the great Apoſile of the 


Gentiles tells the Romans ; that is, they 
are bound to perform the Duties mani- 


feſted by the Light of Reaſon, or the 


Diftates of Natural Conſcience, which, 
tho' by the Fall of Adam it is much 
eclips d, is not however quite extinguiſhed, 
and by this Law ſhall the Heathen Na- 
tions be finally judged, and not by any 
other, which was newer ſufficiently diſ- 


cover d or made known to them. 


I nuſt here admoniſh the Reader that 


I have collected the Sentiments on this 
Subject, that lye diſperſed up and down 
in my other Writings, and have. given 
them their proper Place and due Conne- 


Eon in theſe Papers, that ſo I might 


exhibit to the Reader all my Notions ga- 
thered together under one View, by which 
means this Body of Natural Theolog y may 
become more compleat; and it would yet 


have been more ſo, had I diſcourſed on 


Oeconomical as well as Perſonal and Po- 
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litical Duties, which I omitted, left this 
Writing ſhould be a Meaſure too exten- 
five. The judicious Reader may however, 


by the ſame way of Deduction usd to 


ſheu the Force of other Moral Duties, 
be able to collect thoſe reciprocal Dome- 
ſlick Obligations of Husband and Wife, 
Parents and Children, and Maſters and 
Servants. 
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H idea of Religion neceſſarily 
10 5 includes That of God, who is 

che Object of it, and therefore 

a2 Man muſt be convinced that 
the Divine Being Exiſts, before he can pay 
him any Religious Worſhip, or perform 
any Act of Obedience to him; and ſince 
there is ho Way of demonſtrating his Ex- 
iſtence hut by his Works of Creation and 
6 1 will cherefore ſhew chat; he 
is the Creator of all Things, and in the 


$ firſt Place that he is the Author of Man. 


B Ag 


cleareſt Exerciſe of Reaſon, that is, 


and move, and therefore am ſure I 


tion or Activity : and as from thoſe 


Faculty. 


Actions or Paſſions, Delights. or 8 


into Being. 


2 "Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
As I am aſcertained by my Self-conſci- 
ouſneſs and inward Perception, that I am 

in Being; ſo I am further aſſured of the 
Reality of my Exiſtence by the firſt and 


by a 


Demonſtrative or Scientifick Deduction 
from my Operations. I think, reaſon, 


have 


a Being; for Non-entitys can have no Mo- 


Ope- 


rations I know that I Am, ſo from the Na- 
ture of them I know I am an Intelligent 


Being, endowed with Life and a motive 


And as thus I am certain, that I Am, fo 
am I paſt all doubt that I have not Al- 
ways Been; fince if 1 always had exiſted, 
I muſt have remembered ſome of my paſt 


fer- 


ings, in the Space of more than ſeventy 
Years: Since therefore no Demonſtration 
can be more evident and concluſive than 
this, that I have not exiſted for ever, it 
is very reaſonable I ſhould by a ſtrict and 
impartial Enquiry ſeek ſome Satisfaction, 
how ſtarting out of nothing I came firſt 


Il am very ſure I did not make my ſelf. If 
I had I muſt at the ſame Moment of Time 
have exiſted as a Cauſe, and not exiſted as 

__ anEffeR, which is a manifeſt Contradiction. 


And 
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And beſides, had I been the Author of 


my ſelf, it is impoſſible but that I muſt 


have been conſcious of it. I muſt have 
known my own Workmanſhip, and have 
been acquainted with the Nature and Stru- 
cture of the Organs of my Body, and all its 
Springs of Senſation and Motion: And if I 
had made them I muſt have better underſtood 
the Principles of Cogitation, Perception and 
Reaſoning, than I do; had they been my 
Productions I ſhould have better told what 
Life is, how the Soul animates, quickens, 
and moves the Body, and have unravelled 
all the myſterious Operations of the in- 


telligent Machine. 


Had I conferred Being on my ſelf, I 
ſhould have ennobled my - Mind with a 
clearer and more comprehenſive Under- 


| ſtanding, a more lively and capacious T- 


magination, a more penetrating Judgment, 


and a more tenacious Memory ; and chiet- 
ly I ſhould have endowed it with greater 


degrees of Moral Goodneſs and Piety : 
and as to my Body, I ſhould have taken 


Care it ſhould not have been obnoxious to 


ſo many Defects, Infirmities, Diſeaſes, and 
at laſt Diſſolution. : - 
Thus far I am paſt all doubt. Let me 
enquire then if I am indebted to my. Pa- 
rents for my Being, I acknowledge thank- 


fully that I owe them a great deal, but 


B 2 nor 
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not my Being, as the Makers and Creators | 


of it. For if my Parents had been my Au- 
thors, they muſt have been ſup 


poſed to 
have known ſomething of their Work, 
with which however they were unac- 
quainted : they knew nothing of the Frame 
and Contrivance of my Body, nor of the 
ſenſitive Principle or intellectual Faculties 
and Powers of my Soul. 
Tf they had made me they muſt have 
been capable of preſerving me, which they 
were very will ng, but utterly unable to 
do. They could neither command my 
Sex, nor my Complexion or Stature, nor 
the Time of my Birth, nor could they 
teach or 'enable me to grow, ſee, hear, 
breathe and move. | Si | 
Nor could my diſtant Progenitors give 
me my Being, more than my immediate 
Parents: and in the ſame manner if we 
aſcend Step by Step thro' the whole-Scale 
of Individuals, we muſt at laſt ſtop at ſome 
Man, who did not by Generation derive 
his Being from any Parents, or elſe we 
muſt paſs on and loſe our ſelves in bound- 
leſs Gulphs of Duration, and be obliged 


to acknowledge Unbeginning Succeſſion, 


and Number actually Infinite, which, fince 


ſtill more may be added to it, is the 
greateſt Abſurdity. mw. 
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The Origine of Man according to Epi- 
curus and Lucretius, who make Men at 
firſt to ſpring out of the Earth like fpon- 
taneous 7dr and afterwards to pro- 
pagate their Species by Generation to this 


Time, is ſo inept and groſly imagined, 


that all endowed with common Senſe have 
deſerted them. ER 

Nor can there be an infinite Succeſſion 
of Parents and Sons, for then Succeſſion 
muſt have been from Eternity; whence it 
muſt follow, that the Propagation of Man- 
kind did never begin, for what is Eternal 
has ne Beginning. 
For as in immenſe Space there is no 
Center, which cannot be conceived with- 
out a determinate Circumference or Cir- 
cumſcription of which it is the Center, 
and nothing ſuperior and inferior, which 
imply ſome fixed or determinate Object or 
ſettled Point of Space, in reſpect of which 
ſuperior and inferior have their Names; 
ſo if we contemplate boundleſs Duration, 


we ſhall find eternal Succeſſion is as vain 


a Notion ; for Predeceſſors and Followers, 
Ancient and Modern, have the like Relation 
to ſome ſettled Point of Time, in reſpect 
of which the Denominations or Diſtincti- 
ons of antecedent and conſequent are 
formed; and therefore an eternal Suoceſ- 
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fion of mortal Men is repugnant and con- 
tradictory to Reaſon. _ 

Since then I did not exiſt of my ſelf, 
nor received my Being from my Parents 
and Anceſtors, nor can I be an Individu- 
al in a Chain of ſucceſſive Links that 
never begun; to find out the Fountain 
and Origine of my Being it is neceſſary, 
ſince I am a made Being, to enquire after 
the Author that made me; and the ſame 
Enquiry may be entered upon for all the 
reſt of Mankind, no leſs able to give Be- 
ing to themſelves than I; and if Men, 
who are intelligent Beings, are incapable of 
Self-exiſtence, then ſenſitive, vegetable, and 
inanimate Things can never pretend to the 
high and unlimited Power of Self-Pro- 

By theſe Steps we arrive at the certain 
Knowledge of a firſt Cauſe, who muſt be 
Eternal and Self-exiſtent: for if it could be 
— a firſt Cauſe had once not been, 
nothing ever could have had a Being, for 
want of a Cauſe to produce it; and beſides, 
had that firſt Cauſe ever not exiſted, he 
never could have exiſted afterward, for he 
could not have exiſted of himſelf, for that 
contradicts the Suppoſition; and there was 
no other Cauſe exiſting that could have 
brought it out of Nothing into Being. 
Thus by the Light of Reaſon it is evi- 

3 dently 
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dently demonſtrated, that there is a Firſt, 
Eternal, Self-exiſtent Cauſe of al Things. 

There was nothing that more puzzled 
and confounded the ancient Philoſophers 


of Greece and Rome, than to give a reaſon- 
able Account of the Exiſtence of the wide 


and beautiful Frame of the Univerſe, 
while the Schools abounded with grear 
Varietiesof abſurd andill-imagined Schemes, 
to explain this Difficulty, and account for 
the Origine of Nature; which however 
may be all reduced and ranged under two 
Heads, That of Democritus, Leucippus and 


Epicurus, who formed the World by the 


fortuitous Concurrence or caſual Rencoun- 
ters and Collifions of ſolid, ſelf- exiſtent 
Atoms of various Figures and Sizes ; and 
That of Ariſtatle and the Fataliſts, who held 
the World was Eternal. The firſt is an 
idle and incoherent Scheme, ſince the con- 
ſpicuous Marks of Contrivance, Counſel 
and Deſign, which appear to contemplative 
Enquirers into Nature, demonſtrate with 
the cleareſt Evidence, that the Author 
muſt be an intelligent and wiſe, directing 


Cauſe: for Beauty, Regularity, Order, De- 
ſign, and Diſpoſition of Means and Ends, 


are utterly inconſiſtent with Fortune or 


Chance. To make a Train of contingent 


or accidental Events, the ſame Thing with 
an eſtabliſned Dependence, Subordination, 
9 and 
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and Connexion of Means at Ends, is the 


higheſt Abſurdity: For Beauty, Conſtancy, 
Order and Harmony, the Effects of Wiſ- 
dom, Prædiſpoſition and Deſign, and thoſe. 
of unguided Chance, are repugnant Ideas, 
and deſtructive of one another. 
Nor is the Scheme of Ariſtotle and the 
Fataliſts ſupported by ſtronger Dictates of 
Reaſon, who make the World to be Eter- 
nal and Coeval with the firſt ſupream 
Cauſe, not as Effects and Productions of 
his creative Will, but as neceſſary Ema- 
nations and Effluences from that Fountain 
of Being, which however exerts no Power 
in making, preſerving or governing the 
Univerfe, nor concerns himſelf with the 
Adminiſtration of outward Affairs; while 
they ſet up Fate, an unſubſtantial and va- 
cuous Chimera, the ſhadowy and unintel- 
ligible. Creature of Imagination, as a ſupe- 
rior and controuling Power over their high- 
eſt Divinities. 12 
Thus it appears moſt evident by natural 
Light, that there is a Creator to whom the 
Heavens and the Earth owe their Being, 
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Attributes; and firſt of thoſe | 
that are Abſolute. 
AND by the fame Light we are in- 


41 ſtructed, that our Creator muſt be 
J Self-cxiſtent, that is an Uncauſed and In- 


of God's 


dependent Being: For had he derived his 


p from any Thing elſe, inſtead of 
being a Creator he muſt have been a de- 
pendent Creature, and have relied upon a 
ſuperior, | antecedent Cauſe for his Pro- 
duction and Conſervation ; and that Cauſe, 
if it be not neceſſary and ſelf-exiſtent, 
muſt depend upon a previous Agent that 
is ſo, and ſo on in inſinitum: There is 
therefore a Self-exiſtent, Neceflary, and In- 
dependent Being, the Creator of all Things, 

It is likewiſe a Dictate of Reaſon, that 
this ſelf-exiſtent Being is alſo Eternal, or 
without Beginning. For had there ever 
been one Period of Time, or Point of 
Duration when no Being was exiſtent, it 
would have been impoſſible, as ſuggeſted 
before, that there ever ſhould be any, for 
want of an efficient Cauſe to bring it forth: 
for no Production could have riſen out of 
Nan-exiſtence, or ſprung out of nothing, 
by the Power of a ſuppoſed Cauſe, that 
was not it ſelf exiſtent, and which * 
| | org 
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fore muſt have requ ired ſome other Cauſe 


to produce it, and that other Cauſe like- 


iſe having no Being, muſt demand the 
Agency of another to give it Birth, and ſo 
in inſinitum. | 


Beſides, as ſaid before, if there ever had 


been a Time when no Being was exiſtent, 


then if after that any Things come into 
Being, They muſt make themſelves; and 
then as Cauſes they muſt have exiſted be- 
fore themſelves, and after themſelves as 
Effects, which implies a flat Contradiction. 

It is likewiſe a plain Dictate of Natu- 
ral Reaſon that this Supreme Creator muſt 
be Almighty or Omnipotent, that is, that 
nothing ſhould be out of the Compaſs of 
his efficient Power, which implies any Per- 


fection in the Agent for the Production of 


it; for if it implies an Imperfection, (as to 
commit Moral Evil, or to perform Things 
repugnant and contradictory, which is no 
mark of Power but of Impotence, (it is not 


to be aſcribed to the Divine Being. God's 


unlimited Power of doing all Things is 


clearly deduced from his Creative Energy; 
for what can be more difficult, or ſhow 
more repugnaney and oppoſition to Agency, 
than to have nothing præ- exiſtent to work 
upon? When we ſtrain our Conceptions, 
and ſtretch our Imaginations ever ſo much 


to entertain a Notion of Creation, or cauſing 
1 | ra Things 


1 
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Things to riſe out of Non, entity, it tran- 
ſcends the Force and Compaſs of Human 

VUnderſtanding to form an Idea of it; and 


whatever Being can beckon to and awaken 
the unexiſting Seeds of Things, repleniſh 


empty Space by his ſole Word with innu- 


merable Variety of Creatures, and draw- 
ing back the Veil or Curtain of Night and 
Darkneſs, diſplay and ſer in view all the, 
beautiful and ſurprizing Scenes of this ca- 

acious Theatre the World, muſt be ac- 
— Omnipotent, that is, unbound- 
ed as to all Objects of Power. 

Beſides, when the Supreme Being is con- 
ſidered as the Original Fountain of all Ver- 
tue and efficient Energy inherent in the 
whole Collection of Created Things, that 
from him received with their Being all 
their motive Springs and active Principles, 
he muſt be acknowledged the Poſſeſſor of 
all Power and Agency in an eminent de- 
gree of Perfection, for he could not have 
communicated to his Creatures, what he 
had not in himſelf in unlimited Pleni- 
tude, and therefore the Author of all Power 
F muſt be himſelf Almighty. 
It is likewiſe diſcoverable by the Light of 
Nature, that the Creator of all Things muſt 
be their Preſerver, and that his efficacious 
Will that produced them, muſt be conti- 
nued to ſuſtain them in Being, as long ba 
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he pleaſes; for ſhould he ceaſe to will 
their Continuance without any poſitive A& 
of Power, they muſt relapſe into their Pri- 
mitive Non-exiſtence, and be immediately 


annihilated. For it is not in the Power of 


Omnipotence to make an Omnipotent Crea- 
ture; yet this would be the Conſequence, if 
any Created Being could be Independent one 
Moment on the Creator's concurrent, unre- 
mitting Efficacy to ſupport its Duration: 
for if it could be Independent for one Mo- 
ment it muſt be poſſeſt of infinite Perfe- 
ction of Being, and ſo be able to ſupport 
it ſelf for ever; for nothing more 1s re- 
quired to its Self-Preſervation for ma- 
ny Ages, than for one Moment. When 
the Creator willed the Exiſtence of his 
Creatures, he willed likewiſe their deter- 
minate Continuance ; for his effigacious 
Will is the Cauſe of all Futurity, or pro- 
longed Duration of his Creatures; and 
this affords the genuine Idea of Annihila- 
tion, which js a ceaſing to exiſt, or a fal- 
ling out of Being, upon the Ceſſation of 
the Divine Concurrence, or his not willing 
their longer Exiſtence. 


t is likewiſe a Doctrine revealed by the 


z 


Light of Nature, that God is Omniſcient. 


By contemplating our own Nature we may 
infallibly know, that God is an Intelligent, 


Conſcious, Free and Self-determining — 3 
* : 57 
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for ſince he has endowed Man with a 
Power to know, to fix upon an End, and 
chuſe Means to attain it, we may be cer- 
tainly convinced that the Maker muſt poſ- 
ſeſs theſe Perfections in a tranſcendent de- 
gree, for he could not have beſtowed on 
the Intelligent World what he had not in 
8 himſelf to give; and we muſt thereupon 
8 conclude, that God is an unexhauſtible and 


FS immenſe Fountain of Knowledge. 


Beſides, as he has made all Things, he 
muſt of neceſſity know what Creatures he 
has made, what Natures he gave them, 
and with what Properties and Principles 
of Motion and Energy he endowed each 


diſtinct Species; and ſince his Power can 


maintain all Things in their Being, their 


Duration depending on his Concurrence, 


he muſt certainly know how long any In- 
dividuals ſhall endure ; and ſince they can 
Act no longer than he aſſiſts their Princi- 
2 ples of Activity, he muſt know to what 
Creatures, and in what Meaſure, and in 
what Circumſtances he will give his Aid, 
and then he muſt foreknow what their 


Actions will be, by knowing his own Will 


to concur with them for exerting the leaſt 
Operation of their Faculties; for if they 


; were in Underſtanding, Will, or Active 


Power, as ſaid before, once Independent, 


cient 


chey would be Independent and Self- ſufft- 


—— 
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cient thenceforward for ever: For God 
can no more make a Being Independent. on 
his Power in Acting, than he can make him 
Independent for the Continuance of his 
Being, and if he ſhould be Independent 
in one Act, he may be fo in all. Since 
therefore the Supreme Being muſt know 
what Operations he will enable his Crea- 
tures to Mert, he muſt fore-know them all, 
as well thoſe that are call'd Contingent, 
as thoſe that are Neceſſary; that is, the fu- 
ture Actions of a free Agent: for tho' an 
arbitrary Agent determines himſelf freely 
to this Action, or the contrary, as to the 
Moral Nature of it, which conſiſts in its 
Agreement or Diſagreement with an au- 
thoritative Rule of Action, yet as to the 
Phyſical Nature of it, which conſiſts in 
the exerting of his Active Power, he muſt 
be dependent on the Creator's Aſſiſtance, 
as the General Cauſe ; and therefore ſince 
God muſt fore-know what Acts of the 
Mind or Body he will enable. Men to ex- 
ert, and they can exert none without him, 
it follows that he muſt foreſee contingenr, 
as well as neceſſary Actions and Events, 
that is, what Acts of Volition, as to their 
Phyſical Nature and Power, he will concur % 
with them to put forth. This will ſhew 7 
the Perfections of the Divine Nature are 
ſo great and unlimited, that he muſt needs 
| foreſee 
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foreſee all Events; tho' I acknowledge that 
this Explanation is not free from Obje- 
ciion, nor is that a Wonder, ſince the 
Subject is ſo Abſtracted and Sublime. 
Nor could the Supreme Being be In- 
finite in Perfection did he not foreſee con- 
tingent Events; for upon Suppoſition he 
did not, he would encreaſe in Knowledge, 
when theſe Events came to paſs, and there- 
fore his Knowledge could not be perfect 
before. 3 5 . 
Another Dictate of right Reaſon is That 
of the Immenſity of the Supreme Being. 
And this Concluſion is deduced from the 
Principle of his Self- exiſtence; for ſuch a 


for he that neceſſarily exiſts, and of him- 
ſelf, muſt exiſt in this, and that, and in all 
Places; for if he is neceſſarily here, he 
muſt be neceſſarily there, and every where; 
for neceſſary Exiſtence cannot be circum- 
ſcribed. : | 
YZ The Supreme Being muſt therefore Be 
Fin all Things, and in all Places; tho' per- 
Fhaps it is more proper to ſay, that all 
Things and all Places are in Him; and there- 
fore after we have applied with the moſt 
deliberate Attention to conceive the Nature 


and thin Expanſion, tho I fay, ſhould we 
{train our Imaginations, and put them on 


the 


10 


Being cannot be confined and circumſcribed: 


[ of Space and Void, and graſp that dark 
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the utmoſt ſtretch to comprehend that 
Space which is filled with Created Beings, 
connected with that which lyes without 
the bounds and compaſs of Creation, that 
continually diffuſes its empty Fields, ex- 
tends it ſelf ſtill further, and always grows 
before us, we can perhaps form no Idea of 
it, different from that of the Immenſity of 
the Divine Being. N l 
And if we conſider that the uncauſed WM 
and ſelf-ſufficient Creator of all Things has 
communicated to his various Creatures. ſo ! 
much active Power, Wiſdom and Good- 7 
neſs, that he has enriched and adorned the 
Heavens with ſo much Splendor and Mag- 
nificence, that he has furniſhed the Chambers 
of the Sky with numberleſs Stars and beau- ſh 
tiful Conſtellations, each of which is pro- 
bably a World far exceeding ours in Am- 
plitude and Luſtre; that he has conveyed W 
and infuſed into the Sun an immenſe Oce- 
an of Glory, which by its Light and In- 
fluence cheriſhes and enlivens the planetary A 
Orbs, that rowl about him ; if we likewi& 9 
contemplate what Capacities and Virtues 
he has imparted to the Intellectual, Sen- 
ſitive, Vegetable and Inanimate Creatures, 
which repleniſh the Earth; if, I ſay, we 
make theſe Reflections with Attention, and 
conſider further that he is ſtill able by his 
inexhauſtible Power to create ten chou 
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Find more ſuch Worlds and Syſtems, if he 
| leaſed, we muſt allow that it is an unde- 
Piable Dictate of right Reaſon that this 
preme Being, Maker of Heaven and 
arth, is poſſeſt c of all poffible Perfection. 
Moreover, if we acknowledge God to 
e Self-exiſtent or without a Cauſe, as a- 
Ve he is demonſtrated to be, it will fol- 
w irrefragably that he is Immortal, and 
Muſt endure be fir ever; for what can de- 


1as Mroy a Being, whoſe Exiſtence is neceflary? 
ſo MWnd'it will follow likewiſe with che Sar 
d- Evidence from his neceſſary Self-exiſtence, 
he Wat he is Immutable, that is, inca able of 
g- Fhange or Alteration; for if His Being or 
ers Nubſtanee was ſuſceptive of Change, it might 


> obnoxious to Waſte and Decay, and at 
Iugth to Diſſolution. Nor 5 there' any 
Vreatute that has any Force or Power to 
Wuſe any Change in him: for they Have 
one but what is derivative and depetifent 
pon God, and thetefore cannot ekerciſe ! it 
Maint him to do him hurt. It is true, 
q Faye Creatures that are Free” and ar- 


ues 7 ay thay break his K AWS and re- 
en- 8! 2 his Ordinances, 
res, affect mY Eſſence of the Aim 


* 4 alter his e h 
a to repent "ob" change bis Pu. by the 
hange is x 1 Man, 0 not in 
800 that is, hen Man charges and re- 
r WO pents, 
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pents, he ſtands now in a different Rela- 
tion to God's Juſtice than before his Re- 
pentance and change of Nature, being now 
no longer the Object of God's Diſplea- 
ſure, or obnoxious to Eternal Puniſhment, 
if he perſeveres in that State. 

Moreover, if we enquire into the ab- 
ſolute and metaphyſical Nature of God, 
we ſhall find it is a clear Concluſion de- | 
duced by the Exerciſe of Reaſon, that the 
Great 1 —4 is a Spiritual Being, that is, 
not Body or Matter; for ſhould he be Cor- 

oreal, he muſt have the Properties of a 
Body, Extenſion and Coheſion of Parts, 
and 6 limited and circumſcribed ;. for Mat- | 
ter cannot be extended in inſinitum, for 
then there would be actually Exiſtent an , 
infinite number of Parts conſpiring to make 
an immenſe Extenſion; but an infinite Num- 
ber involves a direct Contradiction, for fince 1 
more Unites may be added by the Mind, 
no Number can be — for then it 
would be at once Infinite, and yet capable = 
of 1 Addition. ® 
HBeſides, were God compounded of Ma- 4 
terial Ingredients, he would be diviſible and 
diſcerpible into Parts, he might be ated up- 
on by other. Matter, he — at leaſt E. 
.the A pan — of the Mind be ſeparated, 
and then would be obnoxious to Pichps 1 
tion eee If che Great Creator were FP 


Matter, 


— — 


Matter, then tlie. Corporeal World muſt 2 


a- 
e- in him or out of him; if in him, then 


here muſt be a Penetration of Bodies; but 
F they exiſt in Space, where God is not, then 
Dis Being 1s not immenſe, nor can he Ne- 
eſſarily exiſt ; for what exiſts Neceſſarily, 
b- hguſt, as faid above, exiſt every where; 

Ince Neceſſity cannot be reſtrain d. 
$ Beſides it is proved above, that God is 


he & Conſcious, Intelligent, Arbitrary Agent, 
is, Which Perfections cannot be aſcribed to 
or- Matter, for the Idea of Matter does not 
a fſſentially include Underſtanding, Reflecti- 
ts, pn, and a Power of Chuſing and Refuſing, 
at- It is true Mr. Lock has ſaid, which I won- 
for Wer at, that he is not certain that the Omni- 
an potent Being may not be able ſo to refine, 
ke ' Wiſpoſe and move Corpoteal Particles as to 
m- Make them receptive of Cogitation and o- 
ce her Intellectual Qualities; yet no Man 
nd, Put the Epicurean Atomiſt ever was 10 
it xtravagant as to aſſert that Matter in it 
ble elf was eſſentially an Intelligent and E- 
Naive Agent. It is very plain chat In- 
la- llective and Self- determining Powers ate 


F parated by the Mind from Corporeal 
Fhings, but it is not poſſible to conceive 


by Iny Object without its Eflence, or what 
ed, eſſential to it: Matter is not then of 


3 ſelf neceſſarily and eſſentially a conſci- 
us free Agent, and therefore cannot con- 
| 2 ſtitute 
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ſtitute the Supreme Being. If it be ſaid that 
there is another Principle ſuperadded to } 
Matter to make the Deity, that is a di- 
ſtinct, Incorporeal, Intellectual Principle, 
which we call Mind, that informs and per- 
vades his Material Subſtance, I ask if this 
Principle, this Anima Mundi, be united vi- 
tally and eſſentially to Matter? if ſo, Gd 
is a Compound Being, formed, like Man, 
of Matter and Mind, and then all Things 
would be God, every Plant and Fly and 
Worm would be Gods; God, and Man 
his Votary, would be the ſame, nor would 
the Sacrifice be a diſtin& Thing from the 
"Deity to whom it is offered; and then 
Gods would be as common and cheap as 
the Graſs in the Field, or the Sand in the 
Deſart; nor is it leſs inconſiſtent with or 
ſhocking to Reaſon, to imagine every Thing 


- < 
— 1 r 


3 God, as that there is no ſuch Being at 
all. | | EL 
But by granting the Exiſtence of Mind 
an intelligent and arbitrary Principle, theſe . 
Men muſt acknowledge the Being of God, 

though by a coarſe and abſurd Way of 
thinking, while they ſuppoſe that he ani- 
mates and vitally informs the material . 
Univerſe. But if they ſay God and Mat- e 


ter are two diſtinct Beings, and that they 
are not ſo united as to conſtitute a Being 
of a third Appellation, but that the Mind 
888 pervades, | 
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I pervades, guides and governs Matter, 

without being an informing, intelligent 
Principle, effentially combined with it, 

then they moſt evidently yield what we 

Kare contending for, not only that God Is, 

put that he is an Immaterial Being, which 

ve call a Spirit. 

And thus, by certain Concluſions de- 


d 1 duced from ſelf-evident Principles, we come 
n, ko know there is a God, and that he is a 
5 Ppirit infinite in all Perfection of Being, 


Caꝛuſeleſs or ſelf-exiſtent, Eternal, Immor- 
ral, Almighty, Omniſcient, Immenſe, and 
nchangeable. 


If it be objected, that to call God a 


en Ppirit, is not to exhibit a poſitive Idea of 
* he Deity, but a negative, not to tell us 
” *Fyhat he Is, but what he Is not; for to call 


Sim a Spirit Incorporeal, or Immaterial, 
mounts to no other Conception but a Ne- 
Fation of Matter: I reply, that the Con- 
Feptions of Mind, Life, Power, Intelli- 


nd Fence, Conſciouſneſs, free or arbitrary A- 
ele FFency, which are included in the Idea of 
od, od, are all poſitive; and if we are inca- 
of Fable of forming any Conception of his 
M- Mrtrinfick, ſpiritual, metaphyſical Nature, 
rial Put only fach as removes or excludes Mat- 


er from him, that is, if we only think of 


hey Him as a Subſtance, that is not Matter, we 
NHuſt obſerve that we have no other Idea 


C 3 chan 


22 Natural Laus apart from Poſitivs. 
than this of the intrinſick Subſtance of 
any corporęal Beings themſelves; for we 
are unable to penetrate the ſecret Nature or 
Eſſence of Matter, and can only conceive 
it by its Modes, Extenſion, Continuity or 
Coheſion of Parts, Solidity and Gravity, 
relative Qualities, that like Splendour, 
Hardneſs, Siccity, &c, have their Appella- 
tion from their acting upon our Senſes ; 
but the Subſtantial Sabjectum or Sub- 

ratum, which ſupports theſe inherent t 
Modes and Qualities, we know nothing r 
of; ſo that, after all, we have as much 


we do not conceive him by a Denial, 
or Negation of the Subſtance of Matter, 
of which we have no Conception at all, 
but only of its Modes and Qualities, which 
are the Objects of our Senſes. Should you 
ask me what is Matter? I would reply, an 


0 an Idea of the intrinſick Nature and Sub- 
e ſtance of the Divine Being, as a Spirit, as 
n we have of Matter it ſelf, which Men ima- 
1 gine they comprehend ſo well. 
1 Since then the intrinſick Nature of a 
1 Spiritual and a Corporeal, a Material and 
10 Immaterial Subſtance, ſtand upon the ſame 
l Foot, and are equally unknown to us, that is, 
105 Things of which we can form no poſitive 
e Conception, it is plain that when we form 
il 00 an Idea of God, by ſaying he is a Spirit, 
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of f of Coherent Parts, and endowed with Qua- 
we Mities that affect our Senſes. If you far- 


ther demand, what is that ſubſtantial Sub- 
Nratum which ſupports thoſe Inherent 
Modes and Qualities? I can only anſwer, 
hat it is a Subſtance which has Extenſion 
ur, nd Coheſion of Parts, and ſuch Qualities 
la- s affect our Organs of Senſation. Thus, if 
es; the Thing be thoroughly ſearched, the Con- 
46 Feeption of the intrinſick Subſtance of Mat- 
ent ter is no more poſitive, than that of Spi- 
ing Wit, each of them being formed by a De- 
Inial of each other, that is, Spirit is a Sub- 
ſtance that is not Matter, and Matter a 
Hubſtance that is not Spirit. | 


as | 
na- Thus by the due Exerciſe of Reaſon, 

— Without the Aids of Revelation, Man by 
fa Auſt Deductions and Inferences from Self- 


ind Evident Principles, may come to a certain 
me Knowledge that there is a God, and that 


is, he is a Cauſeleſs or Self- exiſtent Spirit, In- 
ive finite in all Perfection of Being, Almigh- 
rm ; Omniſcient, Immutable and Immor- 
rit, I al, — | N TED | 

ial, And further it is diſcoverable by the 


ter, Light of Nature, that he is the Only God, 
all, Pr chat there is no other God beſides him; 
ich for ſhould we ſuppoſe a Plurality of Gods 
ou e muſt * them all to be Omnipo- 
tent, and if fo, then each of them may ef- 
ect whatever he pleaſes, and then ſnould 
i 4 one 
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one God will one Thing, = and another the 
contrary, while they are both Omnipotent, 


upon ſuch a- Contraſt or Oppoſicon of 


Wills, either one muſt yield, and fo can- 
not be Omnipotent, that is no God, or elſe 
the two contending Almighty Powers, 
while the Omnipotence of one equally ba- 
lances that of the other, could produce no 
Effect at all, neither could either of them 
gain what he willed. 

Beſides, ſhould there be more Self- ex- 
iſtent, Independent Gods, they muſt be 
Co-ordinace, Infinite Powers; and then no 
one of them could be acknowledged the 
Supreme God; nor could we know to 
which of them we ſhould aſcribe the Crea- 
tion of the World, or the Providence that 
preſerves and governs it; nar ſhould we be 


able to find out to which of them we owe 


our Being, and whom we ſhould own as 
our Governor and Benefactor. 

The Unity of the Godhead is ſo evident 
a Dictate of the Light of Nature, that 
moſt of the ancient Fran Philoſophers, par- 
ticularly Socrafes and Plato, acknowledged 
one firſt Deity ; and even the worſt of I- 


dolaters owned Fupiter as their Supreme 


God, (a looſe ane indeed!) and whom 


they warſhipped as the Father of Gods and 
Men; and therefore they looked on the 


reſt of the Divinities, even the old Ce- 
leſtial 
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leſtial Gods, as well as the upſtart inferior 
Race, as ſubordinate and ſubject to him; 
ſo abſurd and inconſiſtent was the Notion 

of a Plurality of Co- ordinate Gods in their 

Opinion. 

I have now enn what may be diſco- 

vered of the Being and abſolute Perfections 

of God by the Light of Nature; I come 
no to demonſtrate how his Relative At- 
tributes are likewiſe to be foung out by the 

Exerciſe of Reaſon. _ 


N * 2 


* 


— 


of the ants of God ve ſpefling bir 


Creatures, particularly Man, and how 
4 iſcoverable, 


H E firſt Relation of God to Man is 
that of his Author or Creator, and 
| 7 | this I have inſiſted on before, becauſe it 


nt 1 was the neceſſary Means of coming at the 
at Knowledge of God's Exiſtence ; for till this 
T4 iy was ſettled, There is a God, 
x Nad That not being capable of rational 
* Proof but from his Works of Creation and 
ne Providence, I was obliged to ſhew him to 


m 8 Noe Creator of all Things, before I could 
1d proceed in my Diſcourſe; and chat being 
he 4 allowed as a Principle demonſtrated, I have, 


e- I had 9 Seri ies of Deductions from it, * 
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& 


— 


Concluſions. | 

PRop. I. Since God has given to Man 
his Being, it evidently follows, That Man 
is his own, and that he has an unlimited 
Propriety in him; for, by univerſal Conſent, 
what any One has made, 1s his, and then 
nothing can give ſo full and compleat a 
Right to any Thing as Creation. 
And when we fay any Ty is a Man's 
own, we acknowledge that he has a Power 
to diſpoſe of it as he pleaſes, as far as his 
Right extends ; and that, and that only, isa 
Man's own, which he has a Power to make 
not his wn. 1 

But this is not ſo in reſpect of the Pro- 
perty of God in his Creatures, for they 
are entirely his own without any Reſtricti- 
on or Limitation ; and that he cannot make 
them not his own, ariſes from his Divine 
Perfections, which cannot admit any Aliena- 
tion of his Right. | Ps KO 

PRO P. II. As God's Right of abſolute 


the paſt, and ſhall collect the ſubſequent 


| Maſter and > ge of Man immedi- 


ately and neceſſarily refults from his Crea- 


tion, ſo from his abſolute Propriety reſults 


his Right and Title to govern him, for e- 
very one has an unconteſted Right or Au- 
thority to govern his own; and ſince God 
has endowed Men with Capacities to be- 


come the Subjects of Moral, Government, 
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to know the declared and publiſh'd Will 
of a Legiſlator, to diſcern the obligatory 
Force of a Law, and to be moved to Obe- 


dience by Hopes of Reward, and deter'd 
from Diſobedience by Fears of Puniſhment, 


| | fince, I fay, God has thus made Man a 
SGovernable and an Accountable Creature, 


. 


and eſpecially ſince his Subjection to Go- 
vernment is neceſſary to his Well-being, 
It is evident, that God made Man to be 


ruled; otherwiſe thoſe Capacities and En- 


dowments which he has given him to fit 


him for Moral Government, were given 


in vain. 


PRO p. III. And as God, by being the 


Creator and unlimited Owner or Proprie- 
tor, has an undoubted Right to Govern, 
ſo He and He only is capable of govern- 
ing the whole Race of Mankind: and from 
& theſe undoubted Propoſitions this undeni- 
able Inference will follow, that God, who 
bas made Man fit to be ruled by Laws, 


has fignified his Will that he ſhould be fo 


ruled; and fince God has an Authority and 
Right to rule him, He muſt be the Go- 

A vernor of Man, and Man muſt be his 
q ; Subject. 


Thus the Right of Government, or the 


# Moral Dominion of God over Man, his 
7 Rational Creature, and therefore capable 
of being a Moral Subject, is founded in his 


Property, 


28 
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Property, which neceſſarily reſults from his 
being the Maker or Creator of him. 
Prop. IV. And ſince the Idea of a 


Moral Government neceſſarily includes 


that of a Legiſlator, it is the evident Di- 
Rate of Reaſon, that God rules his reaſon- 


able Creatures by Laws and Precepts, which 


bind them to Obedience and conſtitute 
their Duty; for to ſuppoſe the Divine Be- 


ing not to have made any Laws and Rules 


for the Regulation of our Thoughts, Paſ- 


fions, Words, and Actions, is deſtructive of 


the eſſential Notion of a Moral Governor, 
that is, to ſuppoſe a Lawgiver who makes 
no Laws. 


PRO P. V. And ſince no Law or Ordi- NY 


nance is obligatory, or capable of binding 


the Subject to Obedience, which is not fig- I 


nified and promulgated to him, (for other- 
wiſe he muſt be obliged to perform a 


Thing impoſſible, that is, to pay Obſer- 


vance to a Law which he had no Means 


to know, or no Lights to diſcover,) It is 


certain from this Principle of Reaſoning, 


that the Supreme Being, the Sovereign 
Ruler of the World, has made and ſuf- 


ficiently declared his preceptive Will and | q ? 
Pleaſure for the Regulation of our Acti- 


ons; and there are but two Ways by 
which the Divine Being conveys the Know- 


Jedge 2 Will and Pleaſure to Men, that 


is, 


2 
5 4 
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is, either by the Dictates of the Light of 
Nature in the Exerciſe of their Reaſoning 


Facul ty, or by ſupernatural Revelation; 


For as to the Doctrine of innate Ideas of 


: the Laws of God imprinted, ſtamped, en- 
4 3 graven and written in indelible Characters 
e on the Mind, previouſly to the Operation 
of our Intellectual Faculties, and inde- 
4 ö pendent on Reaſon and Argumentation, 
. vwhich Many have aſſerted, it is not built 
H upon Foundations ſolid and ſtrong enough 
. Fo — it, but is the meer Product of 
es Invention, and may be eafily diſproved. For 
can a Man know before he has any Know- 
i. Wedge? Perceive Ingenite Ideas before he 
„ Das exerted one Act of Perception, and be 
5 poſſeſſed of many inbred Notions before 
4 Iny Operation of his Intellectual Facul- 
A dies? Yer this muſt be ſuppoſed if theſe 
. innate Images and Characters of the Laws 
1 »f God are coeval with the Mind, which, 
is Nccording to this Hypotheſis, were inherent 
Mit at the firſt Moment of its Exiſtence. 
85 ut I have more at large confuted theſe 
7 Fnaginary Lights in other Writings, to 
d Thich 1 refer the Reader, and now I un- 
41 Ertake ro ſhew, that Man is capable of 
4 Hſcovering much of the preceptive Will of 
oy Bod without Revelation. 
hat 1 I 
al 2er. 
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8 ECT. [IL 
of the Laws of Nature, and how diſ- 
covered or publiſhed. 


Efore we come to diſcuſs the Laws of 
Nature, it is neceſſary to obſerve; that 

the Patrons and Aſſerters of Impiety often 
uſe that Expreſſion in an equivocal Senſe, 


and mean by it nothing elſe but the Order 


and Courſe of Things; or the Series and 
Connection of Cauſes and Effects in the vi- 
ſible World ; as for Inſtance, the regular 
and unaltered Motions of the Heavenly 
Bodies, the diurnal and annual Revolution 
of the Sun, the Circulation and various 
Jr; A of the Moon, the Propenſion 
of heavy Bodies to deſcend, and of light 
to riſe, the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, 
and the like Phznomina, are ſaid to be the 
Laws of Nature, as indeed they are in a 
Phyſical Senſe; that is, the Maker of all 
Things has made that Diſpoſition and 
Connection of active Principles and paſſive 
Natures, that ſuch a Courſe and Order of 
Events ſhall of Neceſſity be preſerved. But 
then theſe falſe Philoſophers and Pretenders 
to Reaſon declare their impious Ag 
| that 


| ö be, were he bound by Precepts which 
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N that Man is governed by a neceſſary and re- 


ſiſtleſs Impulſe from External Cauſes, in 


the ſame Manner as Brutes and inanimate 
® Beings are moved, and will not allow the 
Deity to rule his Rational Creature in as 
high and honourable a Way as the Civil 
Magiſtrate governs his Subjects, that is by 
Laws preſcribed for their Actions. 
It is plain by the Laws of Nature, as they 
regard Mankind, theſe Gentlemen do not 

mean the Precepts or Commands of God 
ſignified and directed to a Moral Agent, one 
capable of determining himſelf to Com- 
pliance or Diſobedience, which is the on- 
Ny Senſe in which I take that Expreſſion. 

I now come to define a Law of Nature 
rhich is the Will of God ſignified to Man, 
and diſcovered by the Light of Reaſon, as 
he Rule of his Thoughts, Paſſions, Words 
and Actions. The Matter of this Law is 
ſomething injoyned or forbidden. Its ratio 
For malis, or Generical Difference, as the 
chools expreſs themſelves, is its obligatory 
Mertue flowing from the Legiſlative Autho- 
Fity of God, who has a Governor's Right 
Jo our Obedience. _.. 1. - 


1 
E. 4 
* 5 a 


The Divine Pleaſure muſt be ſignified or 
"Wecclared before it becomes a Law ; for no 
Man, as ſaid before, is obl iged to perform 
any Thing impoſſible; | which he would 


$$ 
* 


/ | he 
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he had no Means to know. The ſpecifical 
Diſtinction of it conſiſts in the Promulgation 
or Diſcovery of God's Will by the Faculty 
of Reaſon, by which it is diſtinguiſhed 
from his poſitive Precepts, that are made 
known by Supernatural Revelation. 

I ſhall now endeavour to ſhow by what 
Steps and clear Inferences human Reaſon 


may trace and diſcern the Origuie of the 


. 
* 


Laws dictated by Nature. j 
The Manner how the Will of the Su⸗ 


preme Being is communicated to the Mind, Pi 
as the Rule of our Actions, or how Men 


by the Exerciſe of Right Reaſon, without 
the Aſſiſtance of Revelation, acquire the 
Knowledge of God's Laws, is as follows. 
PRoe. VI. When a Man is convinced 


and fatisfied that the Divine Being, the 


only Supreme Potentate and Governor of 
the World, has prefcribed Laws to Man- 
kind, which are the Declarations of his 
Preceptive Will, that binds us to Obedi- 
ence ; and when he conſiders: that God is MP 
infinitely Good and Benevolent, he muſt 


conclude, that he made his Governable 
Creature Man to be happy; and the imme- 
diate Pictate of Reaſon which reſults from 3 


that Conviction is, that therefore it is the 
preceptive Will of God that Man ſhould 


poſe this Intention of his Creator, 1 
but ſhould ſtill act with this End in view, 


and 
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Ind ſhould therefore always do what is con- 
Wucive to his own Happineſs, and forbear 
il Things contrary and repugnant to it, 
Ir that will make him Unhappy or Miſera- 
e; and to facilitate his Obedience to this 
"Faw or Dictate of Reaſon God has im- 
Wanted in his Nature, and interwoven with 
"Mis Conſtitution, a vehement Deſire of the 
Ine, and a ſtrong Averſion and Reluctance 
the other; and therefore, ſince he can- 


ot but diſcern that it is the Will of the 


Divine Being that he ſhould purſue this 
End, he muſt eaſily infer that it is his Duty 


pt to deſtroy himſelf by Violence, nor to 


dulge Intemperance, Riot and Exceſs, 
Which likewiſe are kinds of Self-Murder, 
Id more of this Nature, that will be ſhewn 
the following Pages. , 
Por. VII. And thus likewiſe, when 
Nan conſiders the Nature of God, and un- 
Erſtands that he is Self- exiſtent, and poſ- 
Wt of all Perfections of Being, Infinite 
wer, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, he muſt 
mediately infer that it is the Will 
oF God that Man ſhould Acknowledge, 
More, Admire theſe Glorious Attributes; 
d when he contemplates the Supreme Be- 
BE, as his Author, Father and Bene factor, 
may without Diffidence and Heſitation 
duce this Propoſition, that it is the Will 
Cod, and therefore the Duty of Man to 
1 D | own 
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erciſe of Reaſon and Argumentation diſcern 


the Preceptive Will of God, that require 


particularly and fully how Men may by th 
of God in what relates to God himſel . 


Capacity. b 


Of the Origine of Moral Good and 


our Actions bear to the declared Will ( 
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of, or abſtracted from the Ideas of Ob: 


is no Law, that by injoyning or forbidding 


own him as ſuch, and to love and praiſe 
him for his Goodneſs and Bounty. 1 

J have only in this Place mention'd in 
theſe Inſtances, how Man may by the EX. | 


his Obedience, and ſhall in the following 1 
Diſcourſe extend this Subject, and ſhev 
Light of Nature diſcover the Will or Lay 


and to Man, either in a private or ſocu 


1 
2 
q 
1 
"> 
o 
1 


Exil. 


A LL Moral Good and Evil reſult fror 
the Conformity or Oppoſition th: 


Law of God; nor is it poſſible it ſnoul 
ariſe from any other Spring. The Not i 
on of intrinfick Good or Evil, excluſiv 
dience and Diſobedience, or the Conform! 
ty or Diſagreement of our Manners t 7 
Divine Precepts, is ſo far from being bui 
upon any ſolid Foundations, that it is met 
ly Precarious and Imaginary: For if ther 


] 


ch 
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F Ichis Thing or That, conſtitutes our Duty, 
ue and fo binds us by Legal Authority to do 
Yor forbear any Action, it is very evident 
Ex. chere can be no Obedience or Diſobedience; 
and if no Obedience or Diſobedience, then 
. Mo Virtue and no Guilt; and if fo, no Mo- 
ral Good or Evil: For can there be any 
Deviation, where there is no Rule to deviate 


ranſgreſſed? any Moral Offence, without a- 
Iny Governor offended? any Obliquity or Er- 
Wror, without a Standard, Line or Precept that 
airects and marks out our Way? It is ma- 


— Piſobedience eſſentially involve the Idea of 
* ſomething obeyed and diſobeyed, enjoyned 
r forbidden, and therefore inherent Good 
and Evil abſtracting from Divine Laws is 
to me a chimerical and inexplicable Do- 
rine, while it makes a Relative ſubſiſt 


11 ithout a Correlate, and is the ſame thing 
wall to make a Likeneſs in a Thing without 


Not Another Object to anſwer it in Likeneſs, or 
o make a Compariſon in one Idea with- 


Put reſpe& to any other, which is to inſult 


Ob: FFommon Senſe, and offer the greateſt Vio- 
. gence to Human Underſtanding. The 


; 1 oundation then of Good and Evil in a 


bui Moral Senſe, as ſaid before, is the precep- 
= ive and prohibiting Will of God revealed, 


D 2 8 


from? any Tranſgreſſion, without a Law 


CP 


Ihifeſt as Noon-day, that Obedience and 
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promulgated, or made known to Men by 
the Natural Light of Reaſon. | 

It is true, that many of our Actions 
have Phyſical Good and Evil in them; Þ 
as Incontinence and Exceſs in Meats and 
Drinks deſtroy the Health of Men, and 
conſume their Subſtance, and bring an un- 
happy Family to Want and Miſery; bu 
as the intemperate Perſon by waſting hi 
whole Eſtate offends not againſt the Muni 

cipal Laws of his Country, which have made 
no Proviſion againſt it, ſo if it could be 
made appear that he tranſgreſſed no Di. 
vine Law of Nature, I don't ſee how h. 
could be charged with Guilt or Diſobe 
dience : but if it be conſidered that it i 
the Will of the Supreme Governor, diſco 
verable by the Light of Nature, that al 
Men ſhould endeavour to promote ther 3 
own Health and Welfare, and the Goo! M* 
and Happineſs of their Families and Po 
ſterity, this will ſufficiently make it known 
that it is a Divine Precept that Mer 
ſhould follow the Rules of Sobriety ande 
Temperance. 7 
Nor can the Riſe and Origine of Mord 
Good and Evil be derived from an Aſſent to 
any Set of true Propoſitions, according to 

the Scheme laid down by a late Writer in 
his Delineation of the Religion of Nature; W1 
who makes Moral Good and Evil refult 9 
from 


_ Fom the Agreement of our Conceptions 
on; Fith ſome certain Principles or Aſſertions, 
m Pr that in the Schools of Learning is called 
1 Myſical Truth, not Moral: Moral Truth 
ane rings from an Agreement between our 
un- oughts and Words, or our inward Con- 
by ptions with the outward Expreſſions of 


hi, em; and thus we fay a Perſon is True, 
Incere, and a Man of Veracity, when he 
conſiſtent with himſelf and ſpeaks what 


Je thinks, tho' his Sentiments ſhould not 


Di. Far a Conformity to the Objects he con- 
„h Fives: and that Author miſapplies the 
be. Nea of Phyſical Truth, when he aſſigns 


Jas the Origine of Moral Goodneſs or Tur- 
Wrcude, ſince it is apparent that he con- 
A W@unds the Ideas of Verum & Bonum Mo- 
her ; for tho all Truth is Good, and all 
o Nod is true, in the Metaphyſical Senſe of 
Po. | oodneſs, that is, it is Real, Sincere, and 
t Fictitious or a Non-entity, yet this is a 
"5 fferent Idea from that of Moral Good or 

il, for theſe evidently proceed from a 


an erent Fountain, that is, from the Con- 
oe WW ity or want of Conformity of our 
20 Houghts, Words, and Actions to Divine 
e Ruy and Rules which regulate them, and 
e I diſcernable by the Light of Nature: for 


oral Good and Evil, as the very Word 
Aol oral implies, muſt conſiſt in the Recti- 
n Ide or Obliquity of our Manners in re- 
= - 3 ſpect 4 
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ſpect of the Rule that directs them, which 
I have before ſufficiently demonſtrated. 
Thus I have endeavoured to ſhew the 
Error of that learned Gentleman in aſſign- 
ing the Origine of Moral Good and Evil; 
nor can the Apparatus of all the Capital 
Letters of the Alphabet ranged in Geome- WF 
trical Array, and in appearance charged 
with Scientifick Evidence, be able to bring 
him off and cure ſo great a Flaw in his Ma- Fj 
ther-atical Syſteme of Natural Theology. 
The Academick and Stoick Philoſophers h 
of Greece and Rome, eſpecially Plato, Se- 
neca, Cicero, Marcus Aurelius, Epictetus, 
&c. have expreſſed in their Writings ma- 
commendable and worthy Notions of 
Morality, and have laid down many valu- 
able Rules for the Government and Regu- 
lation of Human Actions, but in This they 
are unhappily defective, that they have 
not told us how theſe Rules and Precepts 1 
came by any Authority to bind us to Obe- 
dience, and in what their obligatory Vir- iſ 
rue conſiſts, which makes it our Duty to 
obſerve them. Now 'tis in vain to tell 
Men, that they ought to perform ſuch ' 
Deeds, and to forbear others, if they can- 
not or will not let them know what Obli- 
gations they are under from the Laws and 
Authority of any Governor to act ac- 
cording: to their Precepts; for till I in- 


4 
7 
+ 
: 
my 


7 


Inniſh in Air. 
the Dignity of Human Nature, ſuppoſe 
have a Mind to act contrary to it, what 
- Wien ? You will fay I have done wrong and 
mmitted Evil: But how does that ap- 
Wear ? What governing Authority have I 
ntradicted? What, and whoſe Laws have I 
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Iſt, that where no Law is broken there 
Sn be no Diſobedience, nor can any Guilt 
& contracted but from the Violation of 
me binding Precept. 
They tell us a Man ſhould act accord- 
fg to the Dignity of his Nature, and as 
comes a Being endowed with Intellectual 
Faculties, Liberty of Choice and a Reaſon- 
Ig Power, that he ſhould purge his Soul 
om all Impurities, moderate or extinguiſh 


is Paſſions, and make himſelf Divine and 
Happy by fo doing, for Virtue, they ſay, 


akes Men Terreſtrial Gods. Theſe, tis 
e, are fine Words, and it muſt be owned 
Hey ſound great, but when examined they 
As to our acting according 


oken ? Or can I become guilty and con- 


act any Moral Turpitude without tranſ- 


Weſling any Law that enjoyns the contrary? 
Ind therefore theſe Philoſophers, by not 


"Wewing any binding Virtue in their Pre- 


Epts, tho' thoſe Precepts as to their Matter 


gay be Good, yet are they Lifeleſs and Un- 
Pperative, while they are not informed and 
Inimated by the Infuſion of any obligatory 


D 4 Force. 
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Force. And ſince the Pagan Moraliſts have 
not ſhewn how the Divine Being has by 
his Legal Authority and declared Will laid 
Men under an Obligation to a& in Con- 
formity to their Precepts, they have left 
Men at Liberty to act as they pleaſe, with- 
out contracting any Guilt; for where no 
Divine Law intervenes to reſtrain and li- 
mit us, we are at perfect Freedom to do 
whatſoever our Worldly Intereſts, Paſſions 
and Inclinations ſhall lead us to; and 
therefore thoſe ancient Sages having not 
taught their Diſciples how they are re- 
ſtrained in reſpe& of their Manners by Di- 
vine Laws, they have left Men in an un- 
confined Liberty of doing what they think 
fit; for a Grave Sentence or Moral Precept * 
of a Philoſopher is no Law, nor is it pro- 
pounded with binding Authority: nor is 
the Excellence or Dignity of our Nature 
our Legiſlator or Ruler, tho' it makes us 
fit for Moral Government, and may by the 
Exerciſe of our Reaſon upon it point out 
to us who is our Governor, and what 
his Laws are. 1 
To encourage their Diſciples and engage 
them in the Practice of Virtue in General, 
tho' they do not tell them what Virtue is, 
They affure them, as I have ſaid, it will 
make them like the Gods; but what will 
they get by that Likeneſs? Will it be - 1 
5 Proof 
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ve Proof or Argument of the Excellence, 
y Perfection and Dignity of Human Nature, 
id For a juſt Mark or convincing Evidence of 
n- Ya pure, refined and exalted Mind to reſem- 
ft ple the Gods whom they worſhipped? 
h- What, ſuch impure, flagitious, unhallowed 
no Beings, plunged in the Dregs of Vice and 
li- Immorality, not excepting their Supreme 
do God himſelf, who was as much ſuperior 


] to the reſt in Lewdneſs, as he was in Dig- 
Inity ? Would it be any Honour to a Man to. 
1 reſemble Gods of ſuch a vile Character, 


re- Wwho ſometimes by their ridiculous, and 
Di- Wometimes their wicked and deteſtable 


Practices, were become the Scandal of 
Heaven, the Reproach of Religion, and the 
Manding Jeſt of facetious Libertines, ſuch 
ro- zs Lucian and his merry Friends. 

is © Beſides, they promiſed that the Perfecti- 
ure pn of Virtue would not only make them 


us Mike the Gods, but by the Practice of it 
the Whey would at laſt, as I have ſaid, be- 
out Wome Terreſtrial Gods themſelves; for their 
hat Wiſe Men were dignified with the high 


Title of Divinities on Earth, while other 
age Mortals continued meer Men. How they 
ral, Made their Promiſe good I cannot tell; 
> is, _ Bot by conferring upon them Immortality, 
vill their chief diſtinguiſhing Character of a 
vill Pod, for they all died and were buried: 
e a Hut if they became Gods on Earth by be- 

1 ing 


42 


ing endowed with the Divine Qualities of 
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the Celeſtjal Deities, then theſe Terreſtrial 
Gods, who they ſay were their wiſe Men, 
were not much complimented by that Cha- 
racer, for by reſembling thoſe Deities they 
would become the vileſt and moſt deteſt- 
able Beings. 

They are likewiſe as unreaſonable and 
abſurd, in bidding a Man purge his 
Mind from all Impurities, ſubdue his Paſ- 
fions and make himſelf happy, while they 
tell him not what the Impurities of the 
Mind are, in what they conſiſt, and whence 
they derived their evil Nature, nor furniſh 


Mien with ſufficient Aid and Aſſiſtance to 


cleanſe the Heart from theſe Impurities: 
And as to their bidding a Man make him- 
ſelf eaſy and happy, it is enjoyning him an 
impracticable Task; it would be as proper 
to bid a diſeaſed Man make himſelf ſound 


and well. They might know, it is true, 


ſomething of their Duty, by the Remains 
of Conſcience not entirely ſtifled, and 
the glimmering Leavings of the Light of 
Nature not quite extinguiſhed ; but they 
Have not left an entire Scheme or Syſteme 
of Morals, nor are their Precepts the Rules 
of one, but of many different Sages, ſome- 
times diſagreeing with one another; and 
ſince thoſe Moraliſts did not pretend to 


any Legiſlative Power that bound their 


Diſciples 
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7 4 | 

| biſciples to obey their Rules, nor attempt- 
Jed to ſhew that their Precepts received a 
Fbinding Force from the Will of God de- 
. Fclared by natural Light; it is evident that 
theſe Philoſophers came far ſhort of ac- 
Founting for the genuine Source of Good 
d nd Evil, which can only be deduced from 
is the Conformity of our Actions to, or 
their Diſagreement with the Laws of the 
y Supreme Being. 5 


4 


2 — 

Þ Jof the Laws of Nature, and how de- 
to ducible from their proper Fountain. 
82 

n- HAVE had occaſion to touch upon 
an this Article before, and have hinted 
or how the Divine Will concerning our A- 
nd tions may be diſcovered by the due Ex- 
ne. ferciſe of Reaſon without the ſupernatu- 
i ral Light of Revelation, but I come now, 
nd In one or two Inſtances, to diſcourſe on 


of C this Subject expreſsly, more fully, and in 
= clearer Method. 


me Por. I. Man, as an Intelligent Being, 
les pas the Power of perceiving the Truth of 
ne-. Þ firſt or ſelf-evident Principle; to calcu- 
ind date, compare, and by inferring one Pro- 
to mg om another to form a coherent 
\eir Train of Concluſions, By vertue of this 


les | Faculty he can contemplate God as a 
1 Cauſeleſs, 


44 


Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 


Cauſeleſs, Independent Mind, and therefore 


All- ſufficient in himſelf, and as Author of 
all Beings in the Univerſe, which he Crea- 
ted out of Nothing ; and then by vertue 
of this ſelf-evident Maxim, That Nothing 
can give to another what it has not 1n 
it ſelf to give, he may eaſily infer, that 
all the Goodneſs, Energy, Life and In- 
telligence communicated to his Creatures 
muſt be found in an eminent Way col- 
lected in this Uncreated Self-exiſtent Mind; 
who muſt therefore be poſſeſt of all pot- 
ſible Perfection, and if fo, he muſt be a 
God of Truth,- and if a God of Truth, 
it muſt be his Will that Man ſhould not 
form any falſe Conceptions of his Divine 
Nature : And hence the firſt Law of Na- 
ture deducible by Reaſon is, that Man 
ſhould believe the Exiſtence of God, and 
ſhould entertain the moſt honourable and 
ſublime Idea of him that his Intelligent 
Faculty can poſſibly conceive : That he 
ſhould acknowledge and extol his Divine 
Attributes, and revere his Supreme Dig- 
nity and Incomprehenfible Excellence: 
Thar he ſhould own, magnify and adore 
His Ineffable Glory and Infinite Majeſty, 
contemplate with Admiration and Rapture 
his boundleſs Perfections, bow down his 
Soul in low . Submiſſion to his Soveraign 
Greatneſs, praiſe and exalt with the moſt 

| 5 ardent 
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ardent Strains of Devotion his All- ſuffi- 


IT ciency and Independent Self- exiſtence: That 


Je ſhould ſtand in awe of his dreadful 


L and irreſiſtible Power, expreſs the higheſt 


þ Love of his Eſſential Goodneſs, conſtant- 


y obſerve and regard with Veneration his 


Preſence in all Places, and attentively ad- 


vert to his unlimited Knowledge, who not 


only takes notice of all our Actions, but 


ſearches the Secrets of the Heart, views 
the Bent and Inclination of the Soul, and 
ſees our Thoughts and Purpoſes even at 
their firſt Ebullition and imperfect Eruption 


from the Mind. 
XZ Pxrop. II. Since, as before demonſtra- 


1 1 ed, the Divine Being is endowed with all 
pofſſible Perfection, he muſt be acknowledged 


moſt Pure and Holy, and free from 


| % II Blemiſh and Defect: Now the Idea 


of Holineſs includes all the Beauty, Re- 
ctitude and Harmony of the Soul, and is 
excluſive of all Moral Turpitude. To be 
Pure and Holy is to be Spotleſs, Unpol- 
Nuted and Undefiled, and this conſiſts in a 
ull Conformity to the eternal Ideas in the 
Pivine Mind of Juſtice, Righteouſneſs and 
Moral Goodneſs. To ſpeak, as ſome learn- 


ed Men do, of a Conformity of our A- 


CTtions to any other Eternal Ideas of Ju- 


_ tice, Truth and other Virtues, - beſides 


thoſe 
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thoſe in the Divine Mind, is to imagine 
ſomething very abſurd ; for in what Mind 
ſhould thoſe Notions or Ideas ſubſiſt? Not 
in the Minds of Angels or Men, for they 
are not Eternal, but Created Beings; and to 
ſuppoſe Eternal Propoſitions, Truths, Ex- 
emplars or Ideas exiſting out of the Di- 
vine Mind, before any Intelligent Creatures 
were made that could conceive them, is 
to ſuppoſe them capable of exiſting in 
the Air, to hover and float in imaginary Þ 
Space as ſo many Dreams and empty Phan- 
taſms. = 
PRO p. III. And fince it is evident by 
Natural Reaſon that the Supreme Being, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, is perfectly 
Pure and Holy, it is clear that it is his 
Will that his Intelligent Creature Man 
ſhould be likewiſe Pure and Holy, and 
ſhould imitate his Creator in all his imi- 
table Perfections, and to eſteem it the 
Dignity, Excellence and Felicity of his 
Nature thus to bear the Image of the 
moſt excellent Being, and to look upon 
himſelf as Deformed, Odious, Impure and 
Miſerable, ſo far as his Nature recedes from 
a Similitude to the Divine Perfections, or 
becomes Ungodlike ; for ſo far he is a declared 
Enemy to the Divine Governor of the World. 
a Rebel againſt his Laws, an Oppoſer uf 1 
the 


Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 47 
che End of his own Being, and a deteſt- 
able Blot and Blemiſh of the Creation. 


It is ſuch an unconteſted Dictate of Rea- 
ſon, that it is the Dignity of Human Na- 


ture to imitate God's Moral Perfections, 


that many Ancient Sages of the Pagans 
made Virtue to conſiſt in that Imitation, 
and declared that All ſhould ſtrive to be- 
come like the Deities: beſides they aſſured 
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Men that by ſo doing they themſelves 
Z would arrive at the Honour of being Gods 
on Earth, as ſaid above: But tho' this 


may be affirmed of a few Philoſophers, 


they do not however name the Gods that 
we ought to imitate. If it were the Gods 
then worſhipped, the Imitation of them, 
as ſaid before, would debaſe the Dignity 
of Human Nature inſtead of raiſing it, 
and fink it down into the Depths of Wicked- 
2 neſs and Pollution, there being no Intel- 
ligent Creature more profligate, abandoned 


and abominable than their Supreme Dei- 


ty. It is ſtrange they ſhould think that 
FX conſummate Virtue ſhould ariſe from fol- 
lowing the higheſt Examples of Vice and 


Moral Turpitude. Whatever more juſt 
and refined Notions of the Supreme God 


ſome of thoſe Moraliſts had, which how- 
ever they have but obſcurely imparted to 


others, while they gave into the Worſhip 
of the Gods received and eſtabliſhed by 


5 the 
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the Laws of their Cities, yet the Civil 
Magiſtrates, with the People in general, 
had no better Sentiments of them than I 
have expreſſed, for their Divine Worſhip 
conſiſted in the moſt wicked Rites and 
deteſtable Pollutions, and that from Prin- % 
ciples of Religion: And it is very obſer- 
vable that it ſeems they had no opinion 
that Virtue entered into the Character of 
the Gods; for when they Deify'd any 
Men, as they did many, it was never 
done in reſpe& of their Moral Goodneſs, 
Piety or Virtue, but for their Valour, 
their Invention of ſowing Corn, planting x 
the Vine, curing Diſeaſes, or delivering 
their Country from Plagues and Monſters. 

And therefore thoſe Philoſophers, who 
taught that Virtue made Men like the 
Gods, muſt either have no right Notion 
of it, or elſe they ſpoke of the Gods, 
as they ought to have been, and not ſuch 
as they really were in the Opinion of 
their Worſhippers, who ſeem to have left 
out of the Idea of a Deity all Perfections, 
beſides thoſe of Power, the Knowledge of 
future Events, and Immortality. 

PRO p. IV. And when a Man reflects on 
the Immenſity of God, who fills all Places, 
and therefore muſt be conſtantly preſent 
with him, and that he is ſo preſent, as 
to keep up his Being, and preſerve him 
188 85 from 
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From relapſing into Non-exiſtence ; that he 
more neceſſary to his Life and Motions, 
han the Soul that animates and informs his 
Body, it will be a ready Inference that Man 
oght to acknowledge and pay a reveren- 
al Regard to the Divine Preſence ; and 
will further appear to be his Duty to 
Jo fo upon this Conſideration, that it is an 
fnicacious Means to promote his Obedi- 
Ince to the Divine Laws, by exciting his 
we and Vigilance, and deterring him 


hat in God he Lives, and Moves, and 
as his Being, that he enters into the mi- 
Wuteſt and darkeſt Receſſes of his Soul, 


at he conſtantly furrounds him, looks 


Wonrinually upon him, and accurately ob- 
"&rves all his Ways, will he not be afraid 
Ff Sinning in the Face of a juſt, pure and 
Iimpartial Judge? would he be hardy e- 


FPhich he has not Courage enough to 
mmit in the Preſence of a Mortal Man, 
even of a Child? 25 


before him, that he might ſee the Ma- 
feſtations of God's Ineffable Greatneſs 
nd. 1 and behold him enthroned 
bove the higheſt Heavens, attended with 
en thouſand times ten thouſand Celeſtial 
Angels, would he not at that time for- 


om Diſobedience: For while he reflects 


Wough to perpetrate any criminal Action, 


49 


Were the Heavens opened and diſplay- ; 


go N. atural Laws apart from Poſitive. 4 
bear any thing that might provoke and 
offend him? And is not the Supreme 
Being always as certainly with him and 
before him, as if he ſaw the Glorious 
Marks of his Preſence with his Corpo-- 
real Eyes? | x 

And as the conſtant Attention to the 
Divine Preſence, in which we ever ſtand, | 
muſt be a great and prevalent Motive not 
to offend him by doing Evil, but an En- 
couragement to conform our Lives to the 
Rules and Laws he has revealed by Na- 
tural Light and the Exerciſe of Impartia 
Reaſon, ſo it is a ſtable ground of our if 
Hopes, Truſt and Confidence in him in 
all our Streights and Tryals, in all the 
Calamities we feel, and all the Danger, 
that we fear; for as he is able by his Power, 

and willing from his gracious Nature, to | 
ſuccour, ſupport and defend his ſincer: 
Servants, to interpoſe his ſaving Hand, and 
extricate them out of Snares and Diff. 
culries, ſo being Omnipreſent, he is always i 
ready at hand to obſerve their Diſtreſſes 
and help them in their Extremities and 
the time of Need: And thus from this % 
Principle of God's Ubiquity, it is an evi 
dent Inference That, as God is always pre- 
ſent with us, ſo by a ſtedfaſt Faith we 
chould always be preſent with him; that 
8 15, 8 
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is, by an actual Attention and Regard 
paid him, or a conſtant Diſpoſition to it. 
P Roß. V. And ſince God is a Self- ex- 
iſtent, Incorporeal, or Spiritual Mind, we 
may eaſily collect by the Exerciſe of Rea- 
Jon that we ought not to make any Cor- 
Poreal Image or Figure of Him, or wor- 
hip Him under any ſuch Repreſentation; 
For this is a falſe and lying Similitude of the 
eity; and a Corporeal Idea of God are 
erms that confourid and deſtroy each o- 
her; whence it is clear, that Divine Wor- 


Whip paid to Idols or Images muſt be an A- 


Pomination to God, and the greateſt Object 


7 


f his Hatred, inaſmuch as it not only 


1 


Forms in the Mind the moſt unworthy, ab- 


Nurd and diſhonourable Conceptions of God, 
put even ſubverts his Nature and Eſſence. 


And from the Spiritual and Immaterial 
Nature of God we may deduce our Duty 
Jo exclude from the Idea which we con- 
Feive of him, all Material and Senſible 
Naalities; for ſince our firſt Ideas are tranſ- 
Pitted to the Mind by the Miniſtration of 
r Senſes, tho afterwards by Reflection and 
Reaſoning upon them we acquire abſtract- 
& and intellectual Images, and during the 
Arſt Stages of Life we are accuſtomed to 
eceive our Notions by this Conveyance 
Fhrough our Corporeal Organs, we are al- 


Fays prone in our Conceptions of God to 
I E 2 mingle 


_ 
G ö 
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mingle ſomething of a material humane 
Figure ; It is therefore highly reaſonable 
we ſhould be very vigilant and careful to 
reject all ſuch Mixtures and falſe Repreſen- 
tations of the Divine Being in our Thoughts 
and Contemplations of him, which are in- 
congruous and diſagreeable to his Perfecti- 
ons. It is certain we conceive the trueſt 
Image of God from the Contemplation of 
our own Minds, on which he has made 
the Impreflions of his active Power, Wil- 8 
dom and Goodneſs ; and while we conſider i 
that our Souls are Incorporeal, Intelligent, 
conſcious and free Agents, we juſtly con- 
clude, that God has moſt eminently thoſe F 
Perfections in himſelf; and fince he is an 
Infinite, Uncircumſcribed, and a moſt Pure 
and Spiritual Being, the Worſhip we pay 
him ſhould in Congruity to its Object be 
likewiſe Spiritual; and therefore that Wor- 
ſhip of God which we expreſs by Internal 
Devotion of the Mind, that is, the moſt Xx 
ardent Strains of Love, Praiſe and Grati- 
tude, profound Reverence and Admiration, 
exalted Joy and Delight in him, fervent 
Prayer that comes from a pious, contrite 
Heart, Truſt and Confidence in his Mercy 
and Goodneſs, and a ready Reſignation of 
our own to his Will and Pleaſure, is the 
true Worſhip that is acceptable to him,; 
and without this, the coſtly Pomp and The- 
atrical 
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e Matrical Decorations of Domes and Temples, 
e Wong Proceſſions, magnificent Robes of Gold 
and Silver, raviſhing Muſick, admirable 
Painting, and endleſs Rites and Ceremo- 
Nies, are no more than inſignificant Pagean- 
Fry, and make, if Reaſon be the Judge, 
j- put a low, inept and puerile Religion; a 
|} Religion not accommodated to a Pure, Im- 
of material Spirit, and therefore unworthy of 
je God, and conſequently an Abomination to 
Ihim, if unaccompanied with the Spiritual 
Hand Divine Diſpoſition of the Heart before 
it, 9 deſcribed. , Z 
1. 8 We ſhould likewiſe, by the Conſideration 
iſe f the Divine unlimited Preſence, be de- 
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oft cquieſcence in all the Diſpenſations of his 
Providence. 5 


$4 Nun gen fron Pallet 


of the Laws of Nature which reſpełt our 
ſelves, either as ſeparate Individuals 
or united in Families or Civil So- 
cCieties. 7 


Of thoſe Laws that reſpect a private 1 WW 
_ vidual, and how Geib by the Opera- 
tion of Reaſon. 


HE N a Man reflects that God the 6 
Author of his Being gave him his 

Life he may rightly conclude, that it is 
his Will and Pleaſure that each Individual ⁶ſ 
ſhould preſerve and uphold it, and uſe 
all proper Means for that purpoſe; E 

which will more fully appear, when it is 
conſidered, that the Author of our Being 
has interwoven in our Canſtitution a ſtrong ® 
Principle of Self- Preſervation, and a mighty 
Abhorrence of Death or Annihilation, that 

we may not be induced upon eve A 
Diſcontent or peeviſh Paſſion * — 4 

go out of Being to remove our Uneaſineſ 2 
and this Deſire of avoiding Diſſolution is ſo 
prevalent, that all that a Man has will he 
give for his Life, in which however he has 
but a ſubordinate and dependent Propriety, 
and therefore has no Right to diſpoſe of it 
at his own Pleaſure, & 
The 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
The Individuals then of Mankind are 
Wm pbliged by the Laws of Nature to avoid 
e ll Sorts of Self-murder, either to put an 
„ End to their 8 or prevent their 

hame by falling into the Hands of a con- 
Wering Enemy, who may lead them in 
Wblick Triumph or otherwiſe expoſe 
em to Scorn and Deriſion, or condemn 
Mem to ignominious Labour in the Mine 
Ir the Gally. And as the direct and vio- 

nt Self-murderer is a manifeſt Tranſgreſſor 
he f the Law of Nature, ſo are all thoſe that 
us gut themſelves to Death by indirect Means 
1s ind by ſlow Degrees, I mean the Intempe- 
al 4 te and Voluptuous, who live in daily 
iſe Mior, and indulge themſelves in immoderate 
e; ting and drinking: For while a continu- 
15 *M Courſe of luxurious Diſhes, and gene- 
ng us Wines, or ſtrong diſtilled Liquors, en- 
ng eble the Stomach, ſubvert the Appetite, 
ty eprave the Humours and ruin the di- 
at feſtive Faculty, whence unconcocted Leave 


ty gs and crude Impurities not only viti- 
to Me and oppreſs the Blood, and inflame the 


Ss; Wirits, but likewiſe obſtruct the Bowels | 
ſo d fill the Body with the noxious Seeds of 
ute as well as ſlow Diſeaſes, it at length 
as comes as fatal as the moſt deſtructive 
„ Weapons, and the Glutton and the Drunk- 
it d are no lefs their own Executioners, 
aan they that to end their Lives employ 
4 BB 4 the 
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56 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
the Ponyard or the Piſtol. And notwithj- 
ſtanding this violent Manner of Self-de- 
ſtruction ſeems more frightful and tragical 
than the other, that is effected by voluptu- 
ous Meats and delightful Draughts of Poiſon, 
by which in the Compariſon it ſeems at firſt 
Sight to have the Advantage, yet when we 
conſider that the Self- murderer who dies 
by the Rope or the Dagger dies but once, 
and in a ſhort Time, while the others, 
who expire by the Stone, Gout, Jaundice, 
Sc. introduced by long Intemperance, die 
a hundred Times by repeated Agonies and 
Paroxyſms of Pain, and are many Years i 
the miſerable Spectacles of protracted Cru- © 
elty and a lingering managed Death; If 
this, I fay, be conſidered, as the flow Sort 
of Execution by Riot and Exceſs is not 
leſs fatal, ſo it is more painful and tor- 
menting than that which is owing to vo- 
luntary Violence. But more of this in the 
following Chapter. | 

On the other hand, thoſe who by con- 
tinued indefatigable Labour, by intemperate 
Abſtinence or other Exceſſes ſhall emaciate 
and conſume their Bodies, enfeeble their 
Limbs, and exhauſt and diſſipate their Spi- 
Tits, till they run into. ſome fatal Diſeaſe, 
are guilty of the Sin of Self-murder; and 
ſo are they that neglect the neceſſary Nags 1 


h- Pf preſerving their Lives, either by Food, 
le- Medicine or manual Operation. 


cal It is likewiſe an evident Law of Na- 
tu- ure, that every Individual ſhould em- 
on, Wloy his Time, which is nothing elſe 
rſt ut the Duration of Life, or prolonged 


we riſtence, in ſuch Ways as will promote 
lies We Honour and Service of the Author of 
ce, Wis Being, and his own Felicity, which con- 
ers, unctly, tho' nor equally, are the great and 
ice, ltimate End of his Creation. | 
die W Since God has made Man a reaſonable 
nd Creature, and has dignified and ennobled his 
ars Nature with Powers and Capacities to 
ru- Inow, adore, admire, and love his bleſt 

If Freator, he has plainly proclaimed and 
ort Weclared his Will, that Men ſhould employ 
Part of their Time in his ſolemn Wor- 
ip, Invocation, Praiſes, and Doxologies, 


: * ; 


and that the reſt ſhould be expended in 
Jon and Well-being. Man has indeed fo 


on- Wrong a Propenſion to Happineſs, that it 
rate Ae from his Nature, and it is 
iate Wy to ſee the Divine Pleaſure that he 
1eir Would follow that natural Inſtinct, and con- 
pi- ently endeavour the Promotion of his 
aſe, rn Felicity. There is nothing more abſurd. 


and Md ſhocking to Reaſon, more repugnant 
ans d the Light of Nature, or more incon- 
of Fruous or inconſiſtent with the juſt and 

FRE genuine 
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Frocuring what will tend to his Preſerva- 


38 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
genuine Idea of the Divine —_ than to 
imagine that by his creative Power he 
ſhould bring a Man into Being, and endow * 
him with noble Intellectual, as well as Sen- 
fitive Faculties, for no other End but to 
make him capable of Pain and Torment, 
and to glorify himſelf by that miſerable 
Creature's everlaſting Deſtruction, without 
reſpect had to his Diſobedience and Rejecti- 
on of proffered Mercy. There is no doubt 
but a God of Eſſential Love and Goodneſs i 
created Man to make him happy, and that 
he enjoyns him to uſe all proper Means 
to procure that End; whenever then Man 
has found out what is good for him, and 
promotes his Welfare, he is obliged to pur- 
fue it: and in this Senſe the Doctrine of 
the Schools, that Moral Good is founded in 
Phyſical, or that Moral Duty takes its Riſe * 
from Convenience, is not to be condemned: 
for when a Man diſcerns that any thing is 
good and uſeful to him, he for that Rea- 8 
ſon may conclude that it is the preceptive 
Will of God that he ſhould endeavour to 
attain it, and thus what was his Intereſt. 
before becomes now his Duty. Tf 
* This is ſo clear a Dictate of Nature that 
ſome have thought that this Propoſition, 
A Man ought to do what is beſt for him- 
ſelf, or moſt conducive to his Preſervation 8 
and Well-being, is an indemonſtrable and 
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f. evident Principle, whence ſubſequent 
oral Concluſions are deducible. But by 
Shar I have faid it is plain that it can 
demonſtrated, that Man lyes under a 


to Moral Obligation to purſue his Welfare 
nt, Ald Happineſs in Conformity to the Di- 
ble e Will, which requires it from him; fo 
out It here his Duty and Native Propen- 
i- Wn to Felicity, his Intereſt and Obedience 
ubt e ſtrictly Complicated and Coincident. 

1eſs lt will hence follow, that Man is obliged, 


Sor the Promotion of his own ig: N 
ans #6 employ' his Time and exert his beſt 


lan deavours in 28 Things neceſſa- 
and and convenient for his Body, as like- 


ur- We in Adorning and Enriching his Mind 
> of ch all uſeful Endowments, Intellectual 
Agcompliſhments and Skill in Arts and 
Riſe Sfences, particularly in the Knowledge of 


ed: Wt Works of Creation and Providence, 
g is Wl eſpecially by che Exerciſe of his Rea- 


dea -in diſcovering as much of God's Pre- 
tive tive Will as concerns his Duty, and 
r to . Encouragement and Motives to Obe- 
reſt Myce: He ſhould ſtudy the Laws of Na- 
with Diligence, and by contemplative 
that Wpployment of his Reaſon improve and 
jon, Mt the Rudiments of Unrevealed Reli- 
Um- Bs » and refine the Dictates of remaining 
tion nſeience: For it is certain, if Men with- 
and t Frejudice and Prepoſſeſſion would _ 

* | u Q 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
due Application and free Exerciſe of their 


Rational Faculties ſearch after the Will 


of God, which conſtitutes their Duty, they 
might greatly enlarge their Views of ma- 
ny Articles of Belief and Practice, unaſ- 
ſiſted by Supernatural Revelation; ſtrengthen 
their Intellectual Sight, and propagate their 
Knowledge of unwritten Divinity beyond 
all the Attainments of Ancient Sages, who 
were lamentably Lame and Deficient in 
forming the Statute Book of Nature, and 
collecting and digeſting the Codes and Pan- 
dects of her Precepts. | 

The. viſible Inſufficiency of thoſe Sages 
for ſuch a Work was owing to the Miſts 


and Fogs introduced by the Diſobedience 


of our firſt Parents, that hovering round 
our Minds, cloud and obſtruct their Sight, 
and greatly diſable the Operation of their 
Intellectual Powers; were theſe Fogs and 
Miſts diſpell'd from the Minds of Men, 
as by deep Contemplation and Study, but 
more eſpecially by Purity of Heart and 
Life, they might in a great meaſure be, 
Men would without difficulty diſcern the 


Obligation they are under to pay Obe- 
dience to the Laws and Rules of 1 P 


ractice 
dictated by Reaſon, thus delivered from 
the Hindrances before named; and as they 
would then diſcern the Laws of Nature, 
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be convinced, as I confidently believe, that 
their conſtant Application to diſcharge 
thoſe Obligations would be the moſt == 
per and effectual Means to promote their 
own Peace and Felicity. 
And conſequently as they would be con- 
vinced that the cheerful and uninterrupt- 
ed Practice of Virtue is their Principal 
Intereſt, ſo they would be obliged to aim 
at the Acquiſition of the higheſt Degree 


of it; for if Virtue and Purity are Good 
and Amiable in themſelves, and conducive 


to our Happineſs, then in their moſt per- 
fect State they muſt be moſt deſirable, as 


beſt for us, according to the Scholaſtick 


Maxim, @ quatenus ad omne & ad gra- 
dum valet Conſeguentia. Whence if Vir- 


tue in its own Nature and as Such be Good, 


and likewiſe moſt Beneficial and Good to 
Man, then, ſince Man is obliged to do 
whatſoever is beſt for himſelf, and makes 
him moſt happy, it is plain that it is his 
Duty to ſtrive and preſs forward on to- 


wards the greateſt Moral Goodneſs he is 


cr 


capable of attaining; he is therefore obliged 


not only to do Good, but to do the greateſt 
Good he is able, not only to paſs his 
Time in an inoffenfive and innocent Man- 
ner, as the Supine and Indolent call it, 
but to exert all his Powers and Faculties 


in good Actions, and to aim at acquiring 


conſummate 
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conſummate Heroick Virtue, otherwiſe he 
cannot be eſteemed a fincere Lover either 


of Virtue or himſelf ; for whoever defires 
to be Happy muſt certainly think it de- 


ſirable to be perfectly fo: And if Virtue 


be the Means to make him Happy, he 
muſt for that Reaſon look upon the higheſt 
Degree of it to be moſt Amiable and 
Good for him ; and if ſo, that he is bound 
to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to pro- 
cure it. : 
Hence it is evident that his whole Life 
ought to be employ'd in purſuing this End 


by a Courſe and Series of Good Deeds, 


either in Acts of Divine Worſhip and De- 
votion, the neceſſary Buſineſs of his Cal- 
ling, or the Repairing his Strength by 
temperate Eating and convenient Sleep. 
And if Men of higher Condition, who 
enjoy Plenty, and an Afﬀuence of the 
Good Things of this World, are exempt 


from Mechanick Labour, and the Buſineſs 
of Commerce, or Trade, or a liberal Pro- 


feſſion, they are howeyer by the Law of 
Nature, as before explained, obliged to em- 
ploy all Parts of their Time in a Suc- 
ceſſion of Duties, which all contribute to 


the great End before mentioned. Hence 
it will appear, that whether a Man be 


engag d in Duties of Religion, in Study 
or Buſineſs, in Labour or Recreation, or 
in 
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in Fating and Drinking, he is obliged to 
diſpoſe of every Part of his Time in Obe- 


dience to God, and to intend and direct, 


all his Actions in the firſt Place to the 
Promotion of the Divine Honour, and 
in the ſecond, to his own Felicity; ſo 
that whether he is Toiling or Feaſting, 
employ'd in his Calling, or refreſhing his 
Body or Mind with needful Diverſion, 
every Action of Life, as well the Gay 
as the Grave, the Relaxation as well as 
the cloſeſt Application of the Mind, the 


moiſt unactive Vacancies, as well as the 


moſt. ſolemn and ſerious Parts of Life, 


ſhould not only be Innocent, but Holy 
and Pure, by their ariſing from a Prin- 
ciple of Divine Love and Obedience, and 
ultimately deſigned for the Advancement 
of our laſt conjunct End, chiefly the Glo- 
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ry of the Supreme Being our Author, and 


next of our own Happineſs. _ 
For it is a great Miſtake to think that 
we are only ſerving God while we are en- 


aged in Publick or Private Works of 


Religion, or in the diligent Diſcharge of 
the Duties of our Calling ; for our ne- 
ceſſary Repaſts and Refreſhments by Meat 
and Drink, and proper Ceſſations of in- 
duſtrious Labour of Body or Mind requi- 
ſite for the Support of Life, and the Re- 
ſtoring of our exhauſted Strength and 
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weary Spirits, are as really Acts of Piety, 
rig A 110 exalted to the kult Claſs, with 
thoſe that more immediately reſpe& the 
Service of God, when they ſpring from 
a good Fountain, a right Intention, and 
are directed to a right End; for then if 
a Man feeds himſelf, it is no leſs a Work 
of Religion, than if he fed the Poor; 


| the taking Care of and providing for him- 


than to relieve the Hungry, cloath the 
Naked, heal the Sick, and vindicate the 


ſelf and his own Family, is no leſs an 


Act of Righteouſneſs and holy Obedience, 


Cauſe of the Widow and Fatherleſs : For 
if the Deſign and Intention of the Agent, 
whence the ſpecifical Nature of a Moral 
Action proceeds, be the ſame in theſe va- 


rious Actions, then ſuppoſing the Matter 


of the Action to be good, all his loweſt 
Operations are really Pure and Sacred, 
tho' not in ſo eminent a degree, as his 


Faſting and Praying, and the moſt folemn 


Acts of Sanctity and Devotion, which are 


therefore more excellent and important, 


as employ d about the moſt excellent and 


important Objects. And therefore the ſame 


pious Principle and End going thro' the 


whole Courſe of his Life, and equall 
animating all the Series of his Actions wit 


an uniform Spirit of Religion, the Saint, that 


is, the pious and good Chriſtian, is trul 
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ſuch at the Change, and at the Church; 
in Buying and Selling, or following the 
Buſineſs of his Profeſſion, as when upon 
his Knees in publick or private Worſhip. 
Nor is he unacceptable to God, or diſ- 
approved or cenſured by his own Con- 
{cience, when he is at a Conſort of Mu- 
ſick and not ſinging Palms, and when he 
partakes of a rich Banquet, and does not 
faſt as on a Day of Humiliation. Things 
become Good or Evil by their Circum- 
ſtances, and to do even a leſs Good, when 
at that time a greater might be done, is 
to do Evil. It is certain that every A- 
ction of a Man's Life, who is a rational 
Agent and acts with a View of ſome 
determinate End, is receptive of Moral 
Goodneſs; and if it ſprings from a right 
Principle, and is directed to a right End, 
and the Matter of it is not forbidden, 
it muſt be, as I have ſaid, Holy and 
Righteous ; and if it does not, it is evi- 
dently a Moral Error, or a Tranſgreſſion 
of the Law of Nature, which obliges all 
Men in all their Actions, as much as 
poſſible, to ſeek their own Happineſs ſub- 
ardinately to the Glory of the Author 
of their Being, to whom they are ac- 
countable Creatures: and therefore a cheer- 
ful and uniform Spirit of Love and O- 
bedience ought, to run thro all their Do- 

Em F ings 
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ings with an uninterrupted Succeflion z 
for if in all the Train of their Actions 
any might be excuſed from coming from 
3 good Spring, or being d to a | 
right End, whence their Goodneſs ariſes, | 
then by Parity of Reaſon all might in | 
like manner be exempted, and ſo the 
Law of Nature would be entirely abo- | 
liſhed, tho erected and eſtabliſhed upon 
the demonſtrative and ſcientifick Princi- 
ples before laid down. 

It is plain then that the Obligation of 
the Law of Nature affects every the mi- 
nuteſt Portions of Life, Reſt as well as 
Labour, Refreſhments as well as Contem- *' 
ion and _ ; and thus it manifeſt- 


appears by the Light of right Rea- | 
fon that every Part of our Time ought | 


to be devoted and conſecrated to the Ho- 
nour of our Creator, and nded in 
Obedience to his Preceptive Will, whence | 
all our Actions and tions to act, thoſe | 
of the leaſt Moment and Significancy, ' 
as well as thoſe of the greateſt Impor- 
rance and Neceſſity, become Morally Good, 
Pure and Religious, as before explained. | 
As there is no need that when a Man 
has calculated his Income or Revenue he 
ſhould deliberate what Portion of his E- | 
ſtate he ſhould allot to God, that is to 
the Poor, or Divine Uſes, when —_ is 

er 
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under an indiſpenſable Obligation to con- 
ſecrats the whole to him, and that part 

of his Eſtate which is _— in pro- 

viding Neceſſaries and eniences of 

Food and Raiment, and requiſite Recres- 

tions for himſelf and his Family, is 

no leſs dedicated to and laid out upon 2 
Religious and Divine Account, than that 
| which he appropriates to the Relief of 
the Poor, or the Education of indi 
Children, to the endowing of a 


F or an Hoſpital, or the Building of a Houſe 
, of Prayer: In like manner, a Man's whole 
| 


Time, which is not his own, but his 
Maker's, ought, as Reaſon diftates when 
- | | rightly exerciſed, to be expended in EA 
and 


- 3 moting his principal and ultimate 

te F the 12 of the Divine Beis 

- | his own Felicity; and whatever Part of 
itt is diverted or alienated from this End 
e is an Embezzlement of Life, and as tru- 
e ly a robbing of God, as a facrilegious 
„ rifling of a Temple. 
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SECT. III. 


HU 8 I have enumerated the Duties 


that Man owes to the Divine Being, 


reſulting from the Contemplation of his 
Nature and Attributes, either abſolute or 
relative: I come now to conſider the Laws 
of Nature binding Man to Obedience as 
they reſpe& himſelf, either as a fingle, pri- 
vate Perſon, or a Member of a F amily or 
a Civil Socie 


From the undiſputed Canon, that every 


Man is obliged by the * of Natural 
Religion to ſeek his own Felicity and Per- 
fection, and to do what is beſt for himſelf, 
it will follow undeniably, that he is bound 
to provide and take Care for the Preſer va- 
tion of his Perſon, the Health of his Body, 


and the Peace and Tranquility of his Mind, 


by all proper and warrantable Means; as 


likewiſe to avoid all Thing s that occaſion 


or introduce Pain, sicknen and Diſeaſes, 


or diſturb or interrupt the Satisfaction and 
Quiet of the Breaſt, and fill it with Diſ- 
content, Terrour, or Remorſe. That he 
is therefore obliged to be laborious and di- 


. ligent, as well to procure Food and Rai- 


ment for the Body, as to promote and 
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maintain it in Health, while by the 
conſtant Exerciſe of his Limbs he acquires 
ſalutary Hunger, aſſiſts and ſtrengthens the 
concoctive Faculty of the Stomach, and 
preſerves the regular Circulation of the 
Blood. . 
And for the ſame Reaſon all Men are 
bound to follow the ſtrict Rules of Tem- 
perance in Eating and Drinking, as well as 
Sleep, Reſt, and Recreations, which ſhall 
hereafter be diſcourſed upon; all which 
much contribute to a Conſtitution, and the 
Defence of the Body, from the Invaſion of 
many fatal Diſtempers: And ſince the pre- 
ceptive Dictate of Nature enjoyns every 
Man to ſave and defend his own Life, and 
guard againſt all Things that may injure 
or deſtroy it, every one is obliged to ob- 
ſerve that Meaſure of Temperance and 
Sobriety which conduces to that End, and 
he who tranſgreſſes to a great Degree thoſe 
regular. Bounds in Eating and: Drinking, 


acts, as I have ſhewn before, with Outrage 


and Violence againſt his own Life, and is 
no leſs than a Self- aſſaſſin, or felo de ſe, 
while his immoderate Cups are in effect 


E 


ſure Draughts of Poiſon, and the Knife 


employed on his Plate, is no leſs fatal, than 
if put to his Throat. 1 


And as a continued Courſe of Luxury 


and Exceſs is deſtructive of Health and 
| 3 Vigour, 
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Vigour, by filling the Veins with impure 
and noxious Humours, they are no leſs pre- 

judicial to the Operations of the Mind, 
while Heaps of crude and undigeſted 
Meats and Drinks oppreſs the Spirits in 
the Stomach, and Clouds of Vapours and 
dull unconcocted Fumes aſcending thence, 
involve the Brain, eclipſe the Imagina- 
tion, and introduce a heavy and drowſy 
Diſpoſition on all the Intellectual Facul- 
ties: Hence the Soul, its native Activi 
and ſprightly Vigour being clogged and fuſ- | 
pended, grows torpid and fluggiſh, inca- 
pable of Reflection, and diſqualified for 
the generous and exalted Operations, for 
the Sake of which it was endowed and en- 
nobled by ſuch admirable Powers and Ca- 
pacities. Thus the Intemperate Perſon, by 
a Courſe of Riot and Exceſs, perverts the 
Uſe of the proper Means appointed to re- 
pair his weary Body, ſupply his Mind with 
new Life and Alacrity, and ſo fit them 
both to diſcharge their natural Functions, 
and employs them to an oppoſite and re- 
pugnant End, by making them injurious 
both to Body and Mind, whence it is evi- 
dent that he acts directly contrary to the 
Will of his Divine Author diſplayed by the 
Light of Nature. 
An idle, indolent and ſupine Life, waſted 
in he unſupportable Toil of doing no- 
3 | thing, 
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Recreations, is a Vice of the ſame Claſs, 
as it is prejudicial to Health, and ſo pro- 
ductive of many and great Diſeaſes, that 
it is more deſtructive than the Peſtilence, 
and kills more than the Sword, while the 
ſluggiſh and unagitated Blood, like ſtag- 


nant Water or unventilated Air, abounds 


with the Seeds of Putrefaction, and ſecret 
Hoards of Contagion and Death. Beſides, 
this Sort of ſauntring and lazy Human A- 
nimals, that, diſſolved in Luxury and effe- 
minate Manners, abhor Buſineſs and the 
wholeſome Duties of active Life, and by 
waſting all their valuable Hours in Paſtime 
and Idleneſs, and living to no Purpoſe, be- 
come a Sort of unburied, walking Dead, 
and differ only in this from their Brethren 
in the Tomb, that they breathe and move, 
and contract heinous Guilt, while they 
make the Employment of Life one con- 

tinued Scene of Sloth. 
And thoſe Men yet more properly imi- 
tate the indolent Inhabitants of the Grave, 
that with the Sluggard are always folding 
their Arms to Reſt, and repoſed on their 
Couch, or their Bed, ſleep away a great 
Part of an inſignificant Exiſtence; for by 
their immoderate Indulgence of themſelves 
in Sleep, they dull their rational Faculties, 
benumb their Senſes, ſtupefy their Fancy, 
 & and 
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thing, or a conſtant Succeſſion of inactive 
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and bring ſuch a lethargick Diſpoſition up- 


on their Spirits, as unfits them for Intel- 
lectual and Animal Functions, whence they 
paſs their Time in unreflecting Oſcitance 
and drowſy Inactivity; and while all Crea- 
tures about them are employed in promot- 


ing the End of their Creation, and advan- 
_ cing the Glory of their Divine Author, they 
ſnore and ſleep on, or elſe when waking 


ſtand ſtill and gaze on the other Parts of 


theWorld, which in beautiful Order and de- 


lightful Harmony are compleating their 


appointed Taſks, and acting in Conformity 


to the Principles and Ends of their Being. 
Such a reſtive and motionleſs Creature 


is too great a Part of his Life either in- 


terred in his Bed, as really as thoſe that 
fleep in their Sepulchres, or when he riſes 
from it conſumes his Hours in Indolence, 
or ſenſual Pleaſure, which is to deſtroy all 


the Uſefulneſs of Life, and is much worſe 


than to lie idle and ſlumbering in the 


Grave. 


It is true that ſince our Limbs are often 
weakened and enervated by Labour, and 


our Spirits exhauſted by their conſtant 


Agitation, ariſing from the Cares and 


Thoughtfulneſs of the Mind, Nature has 
provided the Returns of moderate Sleep to 
recruit them. This ſhuts up all the exte- 
rior Paſſes and Avenues, intercepts the Ob- 
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jects that wait at the Gates of Senſe, and 
denies them Entrance to the Apartments 
of the Brain, and drawing the Curtain be- 
fore the Figures, that during the Action of 
the Day formed the buſy Scenes of Ima-- 
gination, ſuſpends the Intellectual for the 
Benefit of the Animal Faculties. By this 
Ceſſation of bodily, as well as mental La- 
bour, our Strength is repaired and our 
Alacrity renewed, while the Oeconomy 
and Intereſts of the ſenſitive Soul are only 
attended to, in order however to make 
them ſerviceable Faculties to the moſt im- 
portant Purpoſes of Life: And for this End 
ö in Perſons of a hail and vigorous Conſtitu- 
tion five Hours Sleep in twenty four, in 
3 thoſe of a leſs robuſt and athletick Make, 
ix or ſeven, and in crazy and valetudinary 
3 Perſons eight, or more, may be demanded: 
And this leads us to confider Temperance 
in active Recreations of the Body or Ex- 
erciſe of Mind. | | 
| Beſides the Proviſion of Reſt and Sleep, 
which Nature has wiſely and kindly made 
to relieve our Minds, and repair our Bodies, 
after Satiety and Fatigue from Application 
to Study or laborious Employment, Sports 
and Paſtimes have been invented, which 
by unbending the Mind and gratifying the 
Fancy, exhilerate and relieve us, when we 
grow weary and uneaſy, And theſe are 
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not only convenient and allowable, but 
often neceſſary, not only for the Preventi- 
on of numerous Diſtempers, but likewiſe 


Soul to repeat their Duties. 
The Mind of Man is an active Princi- 

ple, and never to be tired with Motion; but 

our Spirits, the Organs of our Senſes and 


the Muſcles of our Limbs, by whoſe Me- 


diation it exerts its various Operations, are 
wearing Inſtruments, that continually ſtand 
in need of freſh Recruits Human Life 
therefore ſhould conſiſt in a conſtant Suc- 
ceſſion of Fatigue and Diverſions ; Books 
and Buſineſs. relieve the Body and Mind 


under a diſreliſh of exceſſive Pleaſure, as 


much as pleaſant Converſation and Enter- 
tainments of Fancy, by renewing our Spi- 


rits and imparting freſh Vigour, reſtore 
to us our former Vivacity; and thus Toil 


and Paſtime, Sports and Study, are recipro- 
cal Recreations to each other. 


But we find great Numbers of each Sex 


who. offend againſt this Light and Dictate 


.of Nature, which circumſcribes and ſets 


Bounds to the inordinate Encroachments 


upon our Lives by ſenſitive Pleaſure ariſing 


from various Recreations, which reduced 


to a due Proportion, and reſtrained in juſt 


and proper Limits, would be not only 


harmleſs, but likewife profitable, and ſome- 
5 times 
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times neceſſary: For we ſee that great 
Numbers of each Sex, of ſuperior Quality 

and Fortunes, make Life a conſtant Series 
of Diverſions, and a long coherent Chain 

of ſenſual Satisfactions, without the leaſt 
Intervention or Intruſion of Labour, or any 
interſperſed Chaſms or Vacuities for Care, 
Study, or Contemplation ; while the Sa- 
tiety ariſing from one Recreation is never 
relieved but by another. 

Theſe Gentlemen of the Town, who by 
their ample Poſſeſſions are privileged a- 
gainſt wholeſome Labour, and exempted 
and excuſed from a healthy Conſtitution, 
to relieve the Fatigue of a Night's Reſt, 
refreſh themſelves with a good Breakfaſt, 
and the Toil of Drefling being happily 
over, walk to ſome Gaming-houſe, and di- 
vert themſelves at Cards or Hazard; and 
having undergone this Recreation ſufficient- 
ly, they revive themſelves with a plentiful 
Dinner, and to ſupport that Burden, the) 
eaſe . their Luxury, if Company be al 
them, with the Bottle, or with a Nap on 
their Couch, if alone. Tired with theſe 
is IF Satisfactions they repair to the Theatre, 
Z JF where the Opera, the Comedy, or Maſ- 

I querade afford new Enjoyments, by which 
they are again enlivened, and enabled to 
ly dear a good Supper and a cheerful Glaſs, 
& or to carry on with Vigour a Courſe of 
e Play 
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Play *till two or three in the Morning: 


1 % 


At length, after great Expence of Spirits 
in the various Entertainments of their Sen- 
ſes, they ſolace their weary Limbs with 


Sleep, and ſooth the Laſſitude of their 


Minds oppreſſed with an unbroken Suc- 


ceſſion of Pleaſures, the only Care and 
Buſineſs of the Day. | 


As theſe Gentlemen abhor the Exer- | 


ciſe of their Limbs, and conſume Life in | 


Eaſe and ſedentary Satisfactions, ſo on 
contrary the Country Gentleman is often 
raviſhed with the moſt toilſome Paſtiraes, 
and yet is no leſs idle than the other. 


The Nature of Man being active, and 
his Fancy never at Reſt, not perhaps in | 
the ſoundeſt Sleep, we cannot conceive a a 
more unſufferable Calamity than to have 
no Profeſſion or Mechanick Art or my | 


to employ them in. The Time of ſuc 


Perſons lyes heavy upon them, and there- | 
fore to thake off ſuch a weighty and | 
grievous Burden they undertake the moſt | 


difficult and weariſome Tasks, which by 
engaging their Imagination, and keeping 


their Bodies in Motion, tho for no other 
End than to deliver them of the great 


Hardſhip of Inaction; are call'd Recrea- 
tions ; and that Appellation, which ſhould 


| pony be applied only to thoſe innocent 


leaſures, that refreſh us after Labour 
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and Study, is almoſt appropriated to thoſe 
that only relieve Uneaſineſs and Satiety 


of Idleneſs. Upon what other Foot can 


the Country Gentleman, who lives almoſt 
all the Year in Boots, call his Sports and 


Diverſions by the Name of Recreations ? 


who laughs indeed at the Sauntring and 
Slothful Way of the Wits and Libertines 
of the Town, and yet purſues, tho' by 
different Means, the Fa End which 
they have in view, namely, the relieving 
one Paſtime by another, without ſcarce 
the Interpoſition of one uſeful and buſy 
Hour. After the continued Riot of two 
or three Days and Nights with his in- 
temperate Companions, to cool his Head 
and refreſh his Body he rides a long and 
laborious Fox-chace ; and to recover this 
new Expence of Spirits, the next Day 
over the Bottle recites the ſurpriz ing In- 
cidents, and runs all the Ground over a- 


gain. Theſe, with the rude and -noiſy 


Delights of Bull-baiting, the cruel Diver- 


fon of Cock-fighting, and the fatiguing 


Marches with Arms and Ammunition to 


deſtroy the Game, in their turn ſucceed 


one another, and are the whole Enter- 
tainment and Joy of his Life, 
Recreation loſes its Name and Nature, 
when it conſumes much Time, or does 
not ſugceed Contemplation or Labour, 
A ; Some 
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78 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 


Some few Gentlemen are however Maſters 
of this Secret in great Perfection, who 


by a wiſe Diſtribution divide their Cares | 
and Diverſions ſo juſtly, that they are | 
never tired nor diſguſted with either, by 
which means their leifure and buſy Hours | 
are employ'd to equal Advantage, while | 


the firſt never encroaches on the laſt, nor | 
the laſt excludes the firſt: When they | 


begin to feel their Labour a Burden, they 
relax and betake themſelves: to ſome in- 
nocent Amuſement ; and when they have 
recruited their Spirits, they reſume their 
Buſineſs with the ſame Alacrity. If their 


Bodies ſtand in need of Action, they walk, | 
or ride, or engage in ſome Manly Exer- | 
ciſe; but if their Minds demand a Suſ- | 
penſion of Thinking, they give them Eaſe | 
by changing the Subject of their Contem- | 
plation, and make the Varieties of Stu- | 


dy relieve one another; and while they 


allow a juſt Proportion of Time for al- | 
ternate Labour and Recreation, they are | 


always in good Humour, eaſy in them- 
ſelves and uſeful to others. 
And thus they become Obedient to the 


unwritten Laws of right Reaſon, while they 


uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, and expreſs ; 


in the whole Courſe of their Actions a 


ſincere Intention, to promote the Honour 


and Praiſe of their great Creator. 
| Thus 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 75 
Thus I have collected the Duties that 


Man owes to God, reſulting from the 


Contemplation of his Nature and Attri- 


butes, either Abſolute or Relative, as well 


as thoſe that reſpect Man himſelf. I 
ſhould now in Order enumerate the Laws 
of Nature that regard the Ruling and 
Subject Parts of a Family: but this Diſ- 
courſe growing to a larger Volume than 
J intended, I ſhall paſs over the Oecono- 
mical Duties, which may eaſily be deduced 
from the ſame Self- evident Principles, and 
— to ſhew the Laws of Nature re- 

ting to others, eſpecially as combined 
in Civil Societies. | 


— 


Of the Natural Duties of Man reſpelt- 
ing Others. PO RY 
L VE, Humanity, Benevolence and 


Gratitude are ſo evidently dictated 
by the Light of Reaſon, that Men in all 


Nations and all Ages have approv'd them 


with Univerſal Conſent, and acknowledged 
their obligatory Force. Even Thoſe Who 
are ſo Wicked as not to perform theſe 
Duties to their Neighbours, will however 
expect, tho' very unreaſonably, that their 
Neighbours ſhould expreſs fuch Aﬀection 
and Goodneſs ta them ; That they ſhould 
not 
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not Hate or Revile them, nor inſult their 


' Perſons with Violence, rob them of their 


Good Name, or deſpoil them of their 
Poſſeſſions; but on the contrary, that 
they ſhould ſhew them on all Occaſions 
the ſincere Marks of Kindneſs and loving 
Nature, that they ſhould commiſerate their 


| Lofles and Calamities, help to defend them 


againſt Aſſaults and Violence, to extricate 
them out of Straits and. Difficulties, 
and thankfully acknowledge the kind 
Services done them, and repay them with 
reciprocal Returns of Aſſiſtance and good 


Offices; and by this they plainly declare 
that the Law of Nature, which eſtabliſhes 


theſe Duties, ſhould operate upon others : 
But while they refuſe to practiſe them 


themſelves, they forfeit their Claim to 


any of theſe Benefits from their Neigh- 
bour, and if they are Hated and Defamed, 


Scorn'd and Inſulted, they have no juſt 


Reaſon to complain ; for how can hard- 


hearted cruel Men pretend a Right to be 
pitied and reliev'd- by others? Or with 


what Forehead can they ask Mercy and 


Kindneſs in their Diſtreſs, who never 


ſhewed any to the Miſerable and Un- 
fortunate, nor did ever think Humanity 


or Thankfulneſs a Duty incumbent on 
Nor 


them ? 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive, 8 1 
Nor is it only a Natural Duty to be 
Courteous, Kind, Beneficent and Aﬀe- 
ctionate to thoſe that are ſo to us, or 
that never did us any Injury, but we 
are obliged likewiſe by the Light of 
Reaſon to love our Enemies themſelves, 
as they are our Brethren and Fellow- 
Creatures, as in ſome Reſpects they are 
endowed with the Similitude and I- 
mage of God, and as they are Beings of 
greater Excellence and Dignity than the 
reſt of this ſublunary World, ennobled by 
Intellectual Powers and Faculties, capable 
of Knowing, Adoring, Loving and En- 
joying their Divine Author, and are not, 
whilſt in this Life, excluded from Salva- 
tion, but may by Divine Compaſſion be 
brought to repent and reform their Lives, 
and ſo become the Objects of his Pity 
and Pardoning Grace ; fince then our E- 
nemies have ſo many Qualities that are 
the Objects of our Love, we ought to 
love them ſo far as they are amiable. 
Beſides, by a Canon before laid down, 
we ought to imitate our Divine Author, 
in which the Felicity and Perfection of 
our Nature confiſts: Now the Supreme 
Being ſets us a great Example of Lov- 
ing our Enemies, for He is Kind and 
Merciful even to the Wicked, in prolong- 
ing their Lives, bleſſing them with _— 
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ful Seaſons, and filling their Hearts with 


Food and Gladneſs; and therefore we in 
like manner ought to expreſs Love and Be- 


nevolence to thoſe that Revile and Hate us. 
Beſides as we, who are great Offenders, 


hope for Pardon and Mercy from our 
Creator and Judge, we cannot but look on it 
as highly reaſonable that we in Confor- 


mity to his Example, paſſing by Reſent- 


ment and Revenge, ſhould forgive our E- 
nemies, and expreſs Kindneſs to thoſe 
who maliciouſly uſe us; and while we 


contemplate Love, Mercy, Compaſſion and 


Benevolence as Eſſential Perfections in- 


cluded in the Idea of the Divine Being, 


it is beyond all Controverſy that e ſhould 
endeavour to be like our Bleſt Creator, as ſaid 
before, in thoſe imitable Attributes- which 
I. have named, and in which the Honour, 


Goodneſs and Uſefulneſs of our Natures in 


ſo great a meaſure conſiſt. 

It is likewiſe a Duty enjoyn'd by the 
. Law of Nature that we ſhould obſerve 
Juſtice to or:hers, and therefore not to take 
from him by Fraud or Violence his Goods, 
Treaſure or Subſtance, or diſturb him in 
the peaceable Poſſeſſion of what is his 
own ; and every thing is his own, that is 
the Acquiſition or Effect of his Skill, La- 


bour and Induſtry”, or that he is the firſt 
Poſſeſſor of, or that he has gained by re- 
. > pelling 
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Natural Lars apart from Poſitive. 
pelling Force by Force, or by Lawful or 


Equal Reprizals, or which no other Per- 


ſon has a rightful Claim to: And the Ex- 


83 


tent of this Duty is contained in this ge- 


neral Rule, that no Man ſhould do to 
another what he would not have done to 
himſelf; a Rule of juſtice ſo evidently 
equal and binding by the Light of Na- 
ture, that the Pagan World, without the 
Aid of Revelation, univerſally conſented 


to it, inſomuch that the Prudent and 


Worthy Emperor Alexander Severus cauſed 
it to be inſcribed over all the Doors and 
Pillars of his Palace. It is therefore by 
the Light of Nature a Criminal Violation 
of the Rule of Juſtice to take away ano- 
ther Man's Right by Deceit or Violence ; 
whence it follows likewiſe, that it is a 


Dictate of right Reaſon that no Man by 


Calumny and Defamation ſhould take a- 


way the Reputation and Good Name of 


his Neighbour ; that he ſhould not be 
Proud and Haughty, nor aſſume to him- 
ſelf greater Merit than is his Due, nor 
deny to his Neighbour what is really his; 
that is, he ought not to over-value himſelf 
nor under-value others, for ſuch Injuſtice 


is manifeſtly founded upon a falſe Con- 


ceit or Idea of our own Worth, an im- 


moderate Self- love, and a criminal Dimi- 


aution and Contempt of others. 


G2 Humility, 


84 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 


Humility, Modeſty, courteous and un- 
ae Deportment are likewiſe by the 
aw of Reaſon due to our Neighbour, 
and are Duties eſtabliſhed by the Conſent 
of all Nations, becauſe we expect the ſame 
from him ; and therefore Pride, the con- 
trary Vice and Deformity of the Mind, 
is juſtly hated and univerſally condemn'd 
and expos'd; this Habit, ſo odious for its 
Moral Turpitude, moſtly expreſſes it ſelf 
in lofty Looks, haughty Geſtures, inſo- 
lent Language, Oſtentation, Vain-glory, 
and magnifying beyond decent Bounds 
our own Riches, Beauty, Capacity and 
worthy Endowments, while in the mean 
time we ſpeak ſlightly and contemptuouſly 
of others. It ſhews it ſelf likewiſe in ex- 
pecting great Honour, Eſteem and Applauſe 
from all about us, while we return lit- 
| tle or none to them, but are continual- 
ly hawking after Praiſe, and liſtning , to 
our own Encomiums : and of all the Ma- 
ſters of Adulation, the fineſt and moſt ex- 
quiſite is he, that falls in love with him- 
ſelf, and becomes his own Flatterer ; for 
while he fits to himſelf he draws his 
own Picture to a prodigious Degree above 
the Life, heightening all his Beauties with 
Delicate and Maſterly Touches, improving 
his Merit, and concealing with conſummate 
, Skill all his Blemiſhes and Defeats. 
| 1 | There 


Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 8 
There is another Species of proud Men, 
who, to conceal their Ambition, and Love 


of Power and Applauſe, affect Humility, 


Condeſcenſion, and ſoft Behaviour, and fo 


to their Pride add Hypocriſy. Theſe have 
the Art of diſguiſing their inward haughty 
Temper, and will receive you with ſoft- 


looking Malice, humble Scorn, and tender 


low-bowing Diſſimulation; they embrace 
and careſs you while they are ſeeking 
5 Ruin, and . like Friends and 
en of Honour, whil 

to ſupplant you and get your Place: but 
theſe Gentlemen of the Courtly Breeding 
in Faſhion, are not more humble than the 
others of a lofty Demeanour, bur leſs fin- 

cere. N 5 
Modeſty in our Behaviour to others is 
likewiſe an Endowment dictated by the 
Light of Nature, and is ſo much the 
more juſtified and applauded by Mankind, 
as their Reaſon is more improv d and their 
Manners more cultivated and civiliz'd. Nor 

is Impudence, its oppoſite Quality, leſs cen- 
ſur'd and condemn'd in all Ages, and all 
Nations, and therefore is a Violation of 
the Law of Nature. EET 
It is the Province of true Judgment to 
diſcern the Diſſimilitude and different Na- 
tures of Things, that having a near Agree- 
ment and Reſemblance to each other are 
G 3 apt 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive, 


apt to impoſe upon undiſtinguiſhing and 
weak-ſighted Men, and appear to them 
the ſame. Parſimony and Avarice are en- 
dow'd with a Complection and Features 
ſo like to Frugality, and Luxury and Pro- 
fuſion carry ſuch a lively Appearance of 
Magnificence and Generoſity, and in ſhort 
every Virtue lying in the midſt between 
two Extreams, has ſo much in common 
with each, that to the Leſs-diſcerning it is 
difficult to abſtract and ſeparate their Ideas: 
a thouſand times we miſtake one for the 
other, and beſtow that Applauſe upon pre- 
tended Virtue, which is only due to the 

Genuine and Real. | 
Impudence is ſo nearly ally'd to Forti- 
tude and a Praiſe-worthy Aſſurance, that 
it often paſſes upon the Vulgar for 'one of 
thoſe laudable Qualifications. The He- 
roick Boldneſs and Conſtancy, which in a 
great Man reſult from the Conſciouſneſs 
of his Merit and Integrity, are often ſo well 
counterfeited by a daring Criminal, who 
by the moſt unwarrantable Means purſues 
the blackeſt Deſigns, that the Difference is 
not eaſily diſcover'd. Since a generous Fire 
and a dauntleſs Reſolution uſually accom- 
pany the Actions of brave and elevated 
Spirits engag'd in the Purſuits of ſome 
honourable End, where-ever Spectators ſee 
the like Ardor and Firmneſs they are 
| ready 


ready to conclude it muſt ariſe from the 
ſame Principle, and is employ'd for the 
like worthy Purpoſes ; and for this Reaſon 
Impudence is ſo often prevalent and ſuc- 
ceſsful, without any ſolid Merit to ſupport 
it. When it appears at the Bar, it hangs 
eternally on a Cauſe, and never knowing 
when 'tis anſwer'd, with a Torrent of 
Words and falſe Eloquence bears down 
all Learning, Law and Senſe. Among the 
Profeſſors of Phyſick it ſupplies the Want 
of Judgment, Experience, and Induſtry. 
"Tis reported that Pontæus the famous Char- 
letan us'd to declare that of all the various 
Countries he had travell'd through, he 
found the greateſt Stock of Credulity in 
this Iſland: We have Numbers of People 
among us, who cannot imagine that any 
Man ſhould confidently aſſume to himſelf 
the Power of Life and Death, and at the 
ſame time be very ignorant and illiterate: 
and tho' they ſee perpetual Inſtances of 
his Incapacity, and are deceiv'd every Day 
by his vain and ineffectual Promiſes, they 
will {till believe and ſtill be deceiv'd. 


take any Task tho' ever ſo unequal to his 
Abilities, and carries him through it with 
Spirit and Alacrity ; it enlivens his Hopes, 
' diminiſhes the Difficulties that obſtruct, 
and magnifies the Means in his Hands, 
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Impudence emboldens a Man to under- 


x that 
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88 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
that promote his Deſigns. This ſingle 
Qualification will fit a Man in his own 
Opinion for any Poſt of Truſt or Buſineſs. 
Tt will make him a Politician, without Sa- 
gacity or the Knowledge of Humane Na- 
ture; twill inſpire him with Geography, 
and teach him the Situation of Cities and 
Countries, tho' he ſcarce before had ſeen a 
Map ; a Man adorn'd with this Virtue, is 

qualified indifferently to be a Colonel of 

HJorſe, a Flag Officer, or a Judge. In Con- 

verſation he has great Advantages, where 
he claims an Inſight into the Depths of 
Philoſophy, is acquainted with the Secrets 
and Springs of Government, arrogates a 

refin'd Taſte in Wit and Criticiſm, and 
puts all Learning and good Senſe out of 
Countenance. : 
This unbluſhing Quality is likewiſe the 
moſt effectual Means to procure Power, 
Wealth, and Honour. Tis craving, inſi- 
nuating, importunate, and receives no De-- 
nial. It ſupplies the Place of Merit of 
all Kinds, and no Virtue is wanting where 
Impudence is preſent. Tis the ſhorteſt 
Way to be excellent in Science or Buſineſs, 
and” one would think that the preſent Age 
had generally found out the Secret, and had 
therefore in the Views of Profit apply'd 
themſelves more to the Improvement of 
their Foreheads than their Heads, ; 
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Natural Laus apart from Poſitive. 39 

A frontleſs Man is never to be diſturb'd 
in his Opinion of his own Worth and Ca- 
pacity; is hard and inſenſible to Re- 
proaches, and entirely regardleſs of his 
Character; he is unconcern'd at his proſti- 
tuted Honour, and mindleſs of every thing 
but his main Point in View, which he pur- 
ſues by Means of any Denomination : In 
Company he inveighs againſt thoſe pre- 
tended Crimes in others, which are really 
his own: Falſhood and Impudence are the 
Faults he charges upon his Enemies, with 
the utmoſt Expreſſion of Deteſtation, that 
weak People, on whoſe Credulity he relies 
as his principal Support, may be induced 
to believe, that no Man can be egregiouſly 
guilty of thoſe Offences, of which he 


ſhews ſo great an Abhorrence. 


This inflexible Aſſurance, of ſo much 
Value and extenſive Uſefulneſs, which not 
only covers, but cures many Defe&s of 
Mankind, and adorns them with every 
Excellence, it not however of ſuch eaſy 
Acquiſition as ſome People imagine. 

To form an impudent Man of the firſt 
Claſs muſt conſpire extraordinary native 
Genius, and a Mind well turn'd for this 
Perfection, as well as great Induſtry and 
unwearied Application. Some indeed have 
that Felicity of Complexion, that being 
eaſy to be inſtructed they come forward a- 

Pace, 


50 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
pace, and make aſtoniſhing Improvements 
in a little Time: But the greateſt Part of 
Men muſt take ſome Pains, and undergo 
with Patience . exe Practice, before 
they can attain this Qualification in an 
eminent Degree, and ſubdue the laſt Efforts 
of expiring Shame. Before they become 
f d and obdurate they will often feel great 
Strife and Contention within; and per- 
haps in ſome unguarded Hour, ſeduced by 
the Charms and Allurements of Modeſty, 

they will yield to the ſudden Temptation, 
be ſurpriz d with a Bluſh, and relapſe into 
a Fit of Baſhfulneſs. The Caſe of theſe 
Men is like that of young Women, who 
are yet Novices in Vice, they muſt go 
through a Courſe of Iniquity, that they 
may at length ſubdue all Diffidence and 
get a compleat Conqueſt over Remorſe. 

And ſome of theſe, after long Endea- 

vours to fix and determine their fluctuating 
Temper, will perhaps ſtill find themſelves 
diſappointed, and acknowledge they are 
unable to extinguiſh all Remains of Shame. 
In the other Extream there are ſeveral 
Kinds of falſe Modeſty, one of which I 

| ſhall mention that has not I think been 
much taken Notice of in Writing. 

It is no genuine Modeſty for any Man 
to have a far worſe Opinion of his Un- 
derſtanding, Wit, and Virtue than they 

deſerve ; 


w # ”_ — — — * 
4 c - 4 8 —_— >>. a > = 4 
_ 4 f * . — a l a. 
- — * 7 ” - 9 x 72 - * — —äͤ— — — 
_— — 5 : - — : n . 
* 


PIE a 
Y — 
2 
7 2 — 


| 
\ 
| : 
U - 
= 
£1 
yz * 
3 
_ - 
a 
111 
} 
1 5 
y ; } 
? : 
1 
N 
1 
: 
: ; 
1 
15 
+ [ 
% 
44% 
y bo 
" | 
4 : 
7 
. 
„ . 
\ 4 
. 
yt 
. 
4 
: 
7 
4 d 
. 
: 
l 1 
W 3 
, 
4 „ 
1 
1 
911 
| 
= 
1 
£1 4 
0 4 
} - 
9 
' 
N 0 


8 
S K — SÞ:. 


[ 
0 
d 

# 


[1 
k 
| 
£4 
. 
9 


4 

1 
1 
1 * 
1 
j ' 
1 
| 

[ / 
1 
1 
F : 
| : 
1 


2 I» _ 
- > 
= = LS 
— * — 
— 
—— 2 
* — v 
— — 1—— 
„* „ „„ „ 


— 3 * 


— 822 


— — 


NOS = 
O 2 n 3 


Natural Laus a dart from Poſitive. 1 
deſerve; this would be Ingratitude to our 
great Benefactor, Injuſtice to our ſelves, and 
Falſhood in our Conce ptions. Since Truth is 
a Conformity in our Ideas to the Objects 
they repreſent, we ought always to have 
a juſt Perception of our own Qualities. To 
ſet too high a Value on our Merit, or en- 
tertain an injurious Opinion of our ſelves, 
is equally erroneous, ſince by one and the 
other we equally deviate frorn the Rule of 
judging Right. Should a beautiful Woman 
3 perhaps may never happen) believe 

rſelf deform'd, or an accompliſh'd Gen- 
tleman think himſelf a Clown, or ſhould a 
Man of Learning, Senſe, and Wit, think 
contemptibly of his Endowments, this 
would be a culpable Diminution of their 
Merit; nor would it only imply a falſe 
Conception, but tis a very hurtful Error, 
for this falſe Modeſty reſtrains a Man from 
attempting and 2 generous Deſigns, 
while from a faulty Diffidence and Di- 
ſtruſt of his Talents and Abilities he for- 


bears to employ them; and thus his Judg- 


ment, good Senſe, and for Buſi- 
neſs, are in a great meaſure uſeleſs to the 
World. 1 

Fortitude is a Virtue enjoin d by the 
Light of Nature, which imparts Conſtancy 
or Firmneſs to the Mind, and makes it 


Bold and Intrepid in undertaking a wor- 


thy 
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thy Enterprize, and /in the Purſuit of it 
patient of Toil and Suffering, ſtedfaſt a- 
gainſt Oppoſition, and reſolute and un- 
daunted in conquering all Difficulties that 
obſtruct the Accompliſhment of it. There 
is a generous and impulſive Ardour found 
in the Native Conſtitution of ſome ex- 
traordinary Perſons, that qualifies them for 
forming, attempting and performing of 
great Deſigns, while the timorous and poor- 
ſpirited Man, tho' endowed with great Ca- 
pacity, becomes almoſt Uſeleſs and Unpro- 
fitable, not / being able, by reaſon of his 
Diffidence, Timidity, or want of Self-de- 
termining Power, to engage in and car- 
ry on with Succeſs any thing Great, Praiſe- 
worthy or Important. 08 
This in it ſelf conſidered is a natural 
Infirmity, but when thoſe that labour 
under it voluntarily neglect the right Ex- 
erciſe of their Reaſon in cultivating their 
Minds, and taking Care or Pains to re- 
gulate their Sentiments, corroborate and 
confirm their Minds in Habits of Virtue, 
and particularly this of Conſtancy or Moral 
Fortitude, in undertaking Good and avoid- 
ing Evil Actions, then this want of Re- 
ſolution or Courage is a Moral Evil, the 
Defe& and Turpitude of the Mind. For 
when we diſcern by the Light of Nature, 
that we are obliged to do any Action, it 
is 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 93 


is a very eaſy Conſequence that we muſt 
adhere firmly to the Choice of that A- 
ction, and contend with all Difficulties that 
oppoſe our Way in the Accompliſhment of 
our Deſign; and therefore it is Nature's 
Law, that we ſhould be Valiant and In- 
trepid in doing Good, that we ſhould not 
be daunted or diſcouraged by any Dan- 
gers, nor deterred from our laudable En- 
terprizes by the Frowns or Menaces of 
the Great; but by an inflexible Courſe of 
laudable and worthy Actions we ſhould 
daily approach nearer to conſummate He- 
roick Virtue, according to the Maxim laid 
down before, that the higheſt Degrees of 
all Things ſhould be deſired, that for them- 
ſelves, or as ſuch, are deſirable. It is often 
owing to a culpable Weakneſs and Pu- 
ſillaminity, that many are diſcouraged from 
beginning a laudable Work, or are deterred 
from carrying it on, by ſlight or at leaſt 
ſurmountable Obſtacles, or Phantaſtick and 
Imaginary Dangers. | 5 
Of all Inſtances of Cowardice and Pu- 
ſillaminity, that ſeems the moſt Baſe and 
Diſhonourable, when a Man cannot, for the 
Preſervation of his Virtue, the Dignity and 
Perfection of his Nature, undergo the De- 
riſion of diſſolute and irreligious Scoffers. 
Man is by Nature ſo great a Lover of Ap- 
plauſe and Popularity, that perhaps no other 


Inclination 
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94 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
| Inclination ſways his Soul with a ſtronger 
Biaſs ; as in general it governs his Deſigns 
and animates the Execution of them, fo 
in particular it is often the Spring of that 
Praiſe which ' he beſtows upon others, 
while he makes his Court to every Man, 
and ſays ſomething Handſome and Oblig- 
ing to all who come into his Company, 
that they in their turn may ſpeak well 
of him, and propagate his Reputation. 
This inbred Paſſion makes Men incapable 
of bearing Neglect and Contempt, and 
nothing more crofles their Deſires and gives 
them more Uneaſineſs, than to become the 
Object of Jeſt and Deriſion. | 

This, I perſwade my ſelf, has often more 
weakened, and at length extinguiſhed, the 
unconfirmed Virtue of young Perſons, and 
made more Converts to Irreligion and Im- 
morality, than any other Diſcouragement ; 
for when ſneering Libertines and ingeni- 
ous Laughers ſet upon modeſt Innocence, 
and expoſe a reſerved Behaviour limited 
by. the Precepts of Morality, the baſh- 
ful Profeſſor 1s put out of Countenance, 
and not being able to ſtand the Shocks 
of their repeated Raillery, to avoid Scan- 
dal and Shame yields to Temptations, and 
rather chuſes to be Vicious and Faſhiona- 
ble, than Blameleſs and Ridiculous. To 
obviate this Objection to the Practice of 

5 | Virtue, 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 95 
- FF Virtue, that it draws upon a Man Diſ- 
reſpect and Reproach, this Dictate of Rea- 
| ſon rightly exerciſed ſhould be conſidered, 
that is, that the Commendations and E- 
ſteem of bad Men are neither to be hoped 
for, nor deſired, by the Virtuous and Good. 
When contending Parties divide a Na- 
tion, and oppoſe each other with the ut- 
moſt Violence, it is not reaſonable to ex- 
pect they ſhould magnify one another, and 
be zealous to protect each other's Reputa- 
c tion: Now thoſe Perſons who have eſ- 
| pouſed the Intereſt of Vice and Profane- 
neſs are an implacable Party, who declare 
againſt the Righteous and Innocent; a Par- 
ty that appeared early in the World, and 
is ſo general, that they do not only em- 
broil a ſingle Nation, but they labour to 
ſuppreſs Virtue and exterminate Religion 
from their Species. 

Now as it is not imaginable that this 
immoral and deteſtable Faction, who un- 
dermine the Laws of right Reaſon, and 
ſtrike at the Foundation of unwritten Re- 
ligion, ſhould ever ſpeak honourably of 
the Patrons of the one and the Pra- 
ices of the other, ſo it is true that Men 
of Virtue have no Reaſon to defire their” 
Praiſes; ſince, as that would occaſion a 
Cenſure upon them, that they had de- 
ſerv'd the Applauſe of ill Men by ſome 

> __ criminal 
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criminal Actions and culpable Compliances, 


(for if an Atheiſt crys a Man up, we grow 
diffident of his Religion, or if a Libertine 
commends him we ſuſpect his Virtue) ſo 
it ſhould be conſidered that to depend on 
the Good Opinion of Bad Men is to put 
our Eaſe and Happineſs out of our own Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and to make them over to ſuch 
Perſons in Truſt for us, who bear us Ill- 
will and Hatred upon the account of 
our moſt valuable Qualities. 

Beſides, would Men attend to the Dictates 
of Reaſon, and view this in a right Point 
of Light, they would diſcern that the De- 
riſion and Reproaches of the Profligate 
and Immoral are in reality great Enco- 
miums and conſpicuous Marks of true 
Honour. The 3338 and Praiſe 
we receive from the Virtuous, the Diſ- 


creet and Wiſe, impart to our Minds ſe- 


cret Joy and Satisfaction, as they give us 
ſome Aſſurance of our Integrity and Me- 


rit; and for the ſame Reaſon the Calum- 


nies and ill Repreſentations of us by ir- 


religious and immoral Men ſhould be 


looked on as a Teſtimony they bear to our 
Virtue, and an Honour they do us, to 
acknowledge that we are unlike to them- 
ſelves. When the Philoſopher was told 
that ſome bad Men had reviled him, he 


for 
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replied, J am obliged to thoſe Perſons - 
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for celebrating my Praiſes, and ſhall endea- 
vour to behave myſelf ſo well as never to 
forfeit their ill Opinion. | 

To be vilified and derided by the Haters 
of Virtue, and Patrons of Impiety, is 
therefore an Honour on which a Man may 
juſtly value himſelf; it is enough to move 
Vanity in our own Minds, and Envy in 
others; and not to be elated under ſuch a 
Temptation, were the true Notion of Ho- 
nour underſtood, would be a Mark of emi- 
nent Modeſty. What are the Shouts and 
Acclamations that rung in the Ears of Cæ- 
far, when he entered Rome in Triumph, 
if compared with the Applauſes that So- 
crates received, when he came into the 
Theater, upon the Account of his ſingular 
Virtue, I mean, the loud Derifion of the 
degenerate Athenians? With what Conſtan- 
cy and Satisfaction did he hear the higheſt 
Expreſſions of Contempt and Indignation 
bearing Witneſs to his Piety and uncom- 
mon Merit? Nor is it ufreaſonable to think 
that this wiſe Philoſopher might entertain 
with Pleaſure ſuch univerſal Approbation 
from ſincere and unbiaſſed Judges, fince 
never was any Applauſe more unfeigned 
and free from Flattery, than when that 
flagitious and immoral Aſſembly proclaim'd 
their Diſlike and Deteſtation of ſuch a 
virtuous Man, Ne, 
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— Thus a Perſon of ſuperior Virtue may 
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15 Malevolence and Defamation, turn 


nvectives into Panegyricks, and rejoyce 


in the Reproaches of the Vicious, which 
are the Reward of Virtue, as well as the 
Praiſes of good Men, both equally expreſ- 
ſing their Opinion of our worthy Qualities, 
which is the true Nature of Fame and 
Glory. The Integrity of ill Men may, as 
ſuggeſted before, be depended on, when by 
their Evil-ſpeaking they publickly confeſs 
the Merit of others; and in this ref; 


their Calumnies ſurpaſs the Encomiums 
of the Good, who from a charitable Diſ- 


e may flatter us with too great 
xpreſſions of their Eſteem, and exalt us 
with Praiſes, to which our Virtue is un- 


equal. 
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of Truth or Veracity. 


8 the Law of Nature has oblig'd Men 
+ to combine in Cities or Bodies poli- 
tick, as hereafter ſhall be ſhewn, ſo it has 
bound them to ſpeak Truth in their Con- 
tracts, Commerce and Converſation, with- 
out which Probity thoſe Communities 
cannot ſubſiſt. 
Moral Truth, as diſtinguiſh'd from Na- 
tural and Metaphyſical, is nn, d 
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by Philoſophers and Divines to be a Con- 
formity between our Words and Thoughts; 
and if this Virtue reſults from the Signi- 
fication, and the Thing ſignified, it ma 
with Parity of Reaſon be extended to all 
other exterior Marks, by which we are 
guided by Nature to communicate the 
Sentiments and Aﬀectiotis of the Soul. 
The Motion of our Linibs, the Figure of 
the Face, the Caſt of the Eye, and our va- 
rious Geſtures, are as really expreſſive as 
Words themſelves, of the Diſpoſition of 
the Heart and the Ideas of the Mind. Out 

Looks and Behaviour, which are the ſilent 
Rhetorick of the Body, are, as well as our 
Tongues, the Interpreters of our Thoughts 
and Paſſions. The Eye by its Glances, the 
Mouth by its Smiles, the Cheeks by their 
Bluſhes, and the Forehead and Brows by 
their various Contractions and Expanſions, 
plainly diſcover our Interrial Temper, Hence 
the ancient Pantomimes were able to make 
known their Sentiments, and hold Dia- 
logues with one another in the Theater, to 
the delightful Entertainment of the Spec- 
tators, not the Audience, without the Aid 
of the Voice, or the Mediation of articu- 
lated Sound. Hence likewiſe the Sculptor 

and Painter, who are eminent in their Art, 
can delineate in the Countenance, Eyes and 
Poſtures of their Figures, Shame and Hor- 
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10 Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 
ror, Fear and Joy, Admiration and Love, in 


the utmoſt Perfection. One animates his 
Canvaſs, and the other his Marble, with 
aſſionate Emotions, and exhibits the 
whole Soul in naked or coloured Lines; 
and though the Statue or Picture are de- 
ſtitute of Words, they ſtrike the Imagina- 
tion with great Force, and touch our Af- 
fections with unvocal Eloquence. If the 


Mind and its Perturbations are ſhewn ſo 
much to the Life in the Copy, they muſt 


at leaſt be as ſtrong in the Original. 
Sinceour Looks andGeſtures are often em- 
ployed in conveying to each other our inward 
Sentiments, when they are perverted from 
this End, and we at any Time wear an Afſ- 
pect, or aſſume an Appearance contrary to 
the Temper and Senſe of our Minds with 
Purpoſe to deceive the Spectator, we are as 
truly guilty of Falſhood and Diſſimulation, 
in this Deformity or Diſagreement of our 
Souls to our outward Demeanor, as we are 
in the Diſſimilitude between them and our 


Articulate Expreſſions. This is Immorali- 


ty in the Face, Hypocriſy in our. Geſtures, 
and Fraud and Impoſture in our external 


Deportment. 


Nothing is more fallacious than to gueſs 


at the Soul by the exterior Aſpect. It is 


true, ſuch native Simplicity, Benevolence, 


and Humanity, ſuch Openneſs and Ingenu- 
' ity 


Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 10 1 
ity are ſeen in the Countenance of Some, 
1 that as ſoon as they appear, we are pre- 
1 judiced in their, Favour. Some on the con- 
1 trary have Lines ſo intricate and diſagree- 
able, and ſuch a dark, deſigning Look, 
and in Others we obſerve ſuch a firm Aſ- 
ſurance, ſuch harſh and forbidding Fea- 
tures, and ſuch a miſchievous and fatal 
Countenance, that the Knave in one, 
and the Miſcreant in the other, are con- 
ſpicuous at firſt Sight. But though this is 
often true, yet the Obſervation is not to be 
extended too far, for we ſometimes meet 
with Perſons of excellent Endowments, 
who have no Marks in their Faces that 
promiſe Virtue or Ingenuity, while others, 
to conceal their Vices, ſo well counterfeit 
the External Appearance of Probity, Com- 
aſſion and Benevolence, that they often 
impoſe upon the World, and carry on 
their ill Deſigns under that Mask with 
Succeſs. | | 
There are in this Age many Inſtances of 
this Kind, that have perhaps as great a 
Genius for Impoſture and Diſſimulation, 
as have ever appeared among Mankind, 
| who cultivated by the moſt refined Rules 
and improved by aſſiduous Practice equal 
the moſt celebrated Hypocrites, that have 
3 F flouriſhed in any Age or Country, Cz/ar 
Borgia and the Pope his Father not ex- | 
n H 3 cepted. 
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cepted. Their Minds are poſſeſſed by all 
Kinds of Vice in their greateſt Height, 

et their Aſpect is the Seat of the contrary 
Vn and ſuch is their Contempt of 


Truth and ſo conſtant their Diſſimulation, 


that they are uſually moſt clearly and per- 
fectly underſtood by aſſigning the contrary 
to what they affirm and profeſs ; eſpecially 
if they back their Promiſes of Favour and 
Kindneſs with ſolemn Vows and repeated 
Proteſtations, with Smiles, Careſſes, and 
the higheſt outward Expreſſions of Since- 
rity ; Bt then, though you were doubtful 
before, you may be ſure now, they intend 
to deceive you, while they laugh in them- 
ſelves to find you ſo weak a Man, and 
ſo unacquainted with the intreaguing World, 
as to believe Oaths and the moſt Sacred Aſ- 
ſeverations, the threadbare Rhetorick and 
ſtale Arts of Deluſion, by which they en- 


ſnare. the Men that have Buſineſs with 


them, and cruelly mock the diſappointed 
Suitor; and this they more eaſily effect by 


adding to their repeated Oaths and Impre- 


_ cations all the Marks of Intregity, which 


accompany the Looks and Geſtures of a 
Man of Virtue and Honour ; while they 


deride and hate your Perſon they will em- 


brace and careſs you with endearing Lan- 
guage and Raptures of Joy, and tho' they 
have often deceived their Acquaintance, and 


they 
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they as often reſolved no more to be deceiv- 
ed, yet the finiſhed Diſſemblers will ſtill 
work ſome new Miracle of a Lie to con- 
firm their Faith, and engage them to be- 
lieve and be deluded again. | 
There is not a greater Diſſimilitude be- 
tween the Mind and the outward Expreſſi- 
ons of it, than in thoſe well-bred Perſons, 
who have not conquered, but only learned 
to conceal their inordinate Paſſions. 
There are Gentlemen of ſuch a Chole- 
rick Spirit, that among their Domeſticks 
they often ſeem tranſported to a degree of 
Phrenzy, however when they go abroad, or 
Company come Home to them, they are 
preſently the moſt eaſy and affable, the 
moſt courteous and obliging Men in the 
World. If they hear that a Perſon is 
come to viſit them, whom they perfectly 
hate, tho' they fly out at his Name into 
the utmoſt Diſorder, yet as ſoon as he ap- 
pears they run to him, take him in their 
Arms, and falute him with the tendereſt 
Marks of Friendſhip : they are infinitely 
obliged to him for his odious Viſit, and 
highly pleaſed with the Converſation of 
one, whom above all others they deſpiſe 
and deteſt; and by this Means they ſend 
away the deluded Gueſt extreamly farisfied 
with his kind Reception. Many of this 
Claſs, meerly from a Principle of Civility 
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and fine Manners, ſtrive to oblige and make 


every Man eaſy, by ſubſtituting an outward 
Reſemblance inſtead of real and ſincere Be- 


nevolence, and in this they have acquired 
ſuch maſterly Skill, that by their friendly 


Demeanour and vehement Declarations of 


Kindneſs, now taking you by the Hand, 


now leaning on your Shoulder with Smiles 


and Looks, and Language, that uſe to at- 


tend Sincerity, the conſummate Artiſts will 
perſwade you they are in earneſt; -yet they 


embrace the next they meet in the ſame 


Tranſport, and ſhow a particular Reſpect to 
all Men living, their Civility and Good- 
will conſiſting in nothing elſe, but a Form 


of Words or a Set of Geſtures, which they 
uſe in the ſame mechanical Manner to 


all they know, without any inyard Emo- 
tion or Concern. 


buch a fine Perſon as this, inſtead of be- 
ing an affectionate Husband, and taking 


Pleaſure in his Lady's Converſation, is ex- 
treamly decent, never contradicts her in a 
rude Manner, and yet never complies with 
her Perſwaſions and important Requeſts. 
He treats her with the Behaviour of a Gen- 


tleman, as he would any other Woman of 


Quality, and pays this courtly Equiyalent 
inſtead of an indulgent Conjugal Love. 
However theſe well-bred Men, who make 


their becoming Addreſs without any in- 


ward 
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ward Paſſion go for Affection and Good- 
will, do at leaſt expreſs their Approbation 
of ſincere Virtue, elſe why do they make 
conſtant Pretences to it, and affect to ap- 
pear the Reverſe to what they really are? 
And this muſt be allowed a great Compli- 
ment and Reſpect that Vice pays to Vir- 
tue, while it is aſhamed of its own genuine 
Shape and Appearance, and always ſtrives 
to conceal itſelf in that of the contrary 
Quality; and were it as eaſy to practiſe 
Virtue as to commend it, they would, no 
doubt, engage in the Purſuit of it: But 
' while their Intereſts and Prejudices, as well 
as the Power of evil Propenſions and con- 
firmed Habits, will not admit the Reception 
of genuine Probity, they put on the exter- 

nal' Marks of it, and make good Manners 
ſupply the Place of Morality. It is indeed 
true, that tho' this will not much avail 
the well-mannered Hypocrite, yet it is not 
ſo- hurtful to Society. A genteel, civil 
Knave, is more ſupportable than a rugged, 
ill-behaved Miſcreant, and we are better 
pleaſed to be cheated with the good Grace 
and handſome Manner of a Courtier, who 
never ſeems in Jeſt, and never is in Earneſt, 
than by a ſurly Clown or a rough Block- 
head. ; | 
And if this Diſſimulation and Falſhood 
in Looks and Geſtures:is plainly a: ; 
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by the Laws of Nature, as a Violation 
of that Sincerity and Truth which is due 
to others, it is much more eaſy to ſee, 
that not only bare-faced Lying and 
Perjury, but likewiſe all artful and ſubtle 
Colluſions, by Equivocations and Mental 
Reſervations, and double Meanings, 
which we deceive our Neighbour, mu 
be notorious Tranſgreſſions of the Pre- 
cepts of Natural Reaſon rightly exerciſed. 
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Of Civil Societies. 


AN KIND have been induced to 
forin themſelves into Civil Societies | 

for - their mutual Defence againſt the In- 
ſults of common Enemies, for the Com- 
fort and Satisfaction of Converſation, and 
the mutual Supplies of each other's Wants 
and Neceſſities; and ſince the Individuals 
cannot, but with the greateſt Difficulty, 
be preſerved, at leaſt not ſo happily, while 
they continue Independent wy Unconnect- 
ed, without Order and Political Regula- 
tion, Natural Light ſhews that it is the 
Will and Pleaſure of the Supreme Being, 
that Men ſhould combine in ſome W- 
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of Government, by his making it Neceſſa- 
ry, at leaſt highly Uſeful and Convenient 
2 them, and by making them apt and 
fit for ſuch a Civil Union; ſince it is an 
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evident Principle, that it is a Man's Duty 


as well as Intereſt to do every thing that 
contributes to his Preſervation and pro- 
motes his Well-being and Felicity; whence 
reſults the Moral Obligation that Men are 
under to form Political or Organized Com- 
munities.; and 'tis very clear that Mankind 
are in a much ſafer and happier Condi- 
tion when gathered and ioned into 
fuch Bodies, than when in a ſeparate and 
independent State, where the Weaker are 
expoſed to theo Inſults and Cruelty of 
the Stronger, where Deciſions of Right 
are made by the Sward, and every Man 
thinks himſelf intitled to every Thing 


he has Power to ſeize ; and therefore even 


the wild and barbarous Nations, in every 
thing elſe rude and uncivilized, have dif- 
covered the Neceſſity of entering into So- 
cieties, and framing ſome Species of Go- 
verniment. | a 

Without Laws, and the coercive Re- 
ſtraints of Civil Authority, a State of Miſ- 
rule, Diſorder and Confuſion muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be introduced, where ſavage Men, 


like wild Beaſts in ancient Amphitheatres 


let looſe upon one another, would turn their 
. Country 
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Country into a Scene of Rapine, Blood 
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and Deſolation, while they who are armed 
with the greateſt Strength deſtroy and de- 
vour the Weaker, and make the World 
an unfrequented, howling Wilderneſs. No 


Man's Life, Liberty or Eſtate would be 


fecure one Moment from the Violence and 


Oppreſſion of Cruel and Mercileſs Inva- 


ders, while all Property would be preca- 
rious, and no Man could for one Hour 


call any Thing his own ; and in this State 
of Anarchy or Diſtraction, where no Tri- 
bunals eſtabliſh Right, or determine what 
is Wrong, where there is no Magiſtrati- 
cal Authority to ſuccour the Oppreſſed and 
relieve the Injured, any Man may be de- 
ſpoiled of his Goods, and diff offeſſed of 


his Lands, without Remedy or Reparation : 


He will indeed be at Liberty to right 
18 


and revenge himſelf when inſulted in 
Perſon, or plundered of his Subſtance, 


which perhaps he has not Power to do; 
or if he has, what an unequal and par- 
tial Judge is he like to prove in his own ' 
Caſe, and how improbable is it that he 


will ſet Bounds to his Revenge, and ac- 


quieſce in equal Reprizals? And in this 
lawleſs and Chaos-like State of Things, 
all the Motives of Induſtry and Labour 


in procuring the Conveniences of Life, 


or more plentiful Poſſeſſions, will be ut- 
terly 
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terly cut off; for who will ſtrive and la- 
bour hard, where there is no Security of 
keeping what by his Diligence he gets? 
What Man will be Careful and Induſtri- 
ous, when he knows that Another more 
powerful will reap the Fruits of his Care, 
and enjoy the Acquiſitions of his Sweat 
and Toil? | 

And therefore as well-concerted Schemes 
of Publick Communities muſt greatly ad- 
vance the Happineſs of their Members, 
ſo even. the worſt Form of Government 
is better than none. And hence the In- 
<dwiduals of Human Race have evidently 
_ diſcerned that it is their, Intereſt to aſſoci- 


ä ate themſelves, and combine in Politigal. 


w W 0 — AS. moan 


Bodies, for the mutual Defence. of their 

Perſons and Properties, who in a looſe and. 
unconnected State are unavoidably expos d 
to the fatal Miſchiefs before- mentioned. 
And hence it is clear by Natural Light 

that it is the Will of the Divine Lord. 

and Governor of the World, that M. 
ſhould enter into Publick Societies fer f 
venting theſe enormous and otherwiſe in- 
evitable Evils, that tend to the Ruin and 
Deſtruction, at leaſt the great Calamity. 
and Miſery of Mankind; who, as ſaid be- 
fore, are obliged by the Preceptive Plea- 
ſure of the Divine Being, diſcovered by 
Natural Reaſon, to employ all r in 
| 8 eir 
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their Power conducive to their Preſerva- 


tion and Happineſs. 

Any number of Men that are conſcious 
of their Obligation by mutual Conſent to 
form a Body Politick, are bound by the Law 
of Nature or Reaſon to chuſe that Form 
of Government they ſhall believe in their 


Circumſtances will moſt pu mote their 
C 


Peace and Happineſs, which is the End 
of Government; and therefore before any 
Frame or Conſtitution of Civil Govern- 


ment is ſettled the Individuals are at Li- 


berty to chuſe for themſelves either Mo- 


narchy, whether Deſpotick and Abſolute, 


or Limited and Circumſcribed by Laws 


and . Partitions of Legiſlative Authority, 


or otherwiſe diverſified by the original 
Temperament and Conſtitution of Civil 


Power, or Ariſtocracy or a Republick, or 
a Government in which thoſe three Forms 


are mixt and Dee eg, and that takes 
its Denomination from the ſuperior and 
prevalent Part of either of them in the 
Conſtructure of the Body Politick. 


When the Form of Government is eſta- 
bliſhed, and the Ruler or Rulers nomi- 
nated, and Obedience and Fidelity are ſti- 
pulated to their Authority, it is certain 


they muſt be endowed with as much Ci- 
vil Power as will enable them to per- 
form their Duty in Protecting 


verning 
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verning their Subjects; and this ſufficient 
Power can only proceed from God, who 
alone is able to give it, as being the Su- 
preme unlimited Lord and Ruler of tho 
Univerſe. None can be endowed with any 
Civil Authority in his Dominions, but 
what he is pleaſed to impart or delegate 
to them; as no Man can have any Civil 
Power in the King's Dominions, but 
what he derives from the King's Grant 
or Commiſſion; ſince then all Princes, Po- 
tentates and Magiſtrates are ſubordinate and 
dependent Officers of State under the Uni- 
verſal and Abſolute Governor of the 
World, as much as the Train of Subal- 
tern Military Commanders are dependent 
on the General, and the Civil Officers on 
the Supreme Magiſtrate, it is eaſy to diſ- 
cover by the Light of Nature, that the 
Fountain of all Authority or binding Power 
is the Divine Being, who by making Po- 
litical Societies neceſſary, at leaſt highly 
conducive to the Benefit and Felicity of 
Mankind, has ſignified his Will, that is, 
has promulged his Law, that Men, his 
gubjects, ſhould enter into ſuch Societies, 
whoſe eſſential Conſtitution requires a Rul- 
ing and a Subject Part; that is, that one 
or more ſhould have Governing Authori- 
ty, and the reſt be obliged to obey their 
Laws, . e 

By 
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By this the Supreme Divine Ruler de- 
clares his Will that ſuch his inferior Ci- 
vil Magiſtrates ſhall be inveſted with ſuf- 
ficient Authority to perform the Duty of 
their Office; for ſince he has declared his 
Pleaſure that Magiſtrates ſhould be appoint- 
ed, he at the ſame time ſignifies his Will 
that they ſhall be inveſted with Civil 
Power to execute their Office ; for if he 
ordains the Office, he muſt likewiſe or- 
dain the Power neceſſary to the Diſcharge 
of it, otherwiſe he muſt be ſuppoſed to 
intend an End without Means to procure 
it, which would be the higheſt Abſur- 
4 and beſides it would be the Duty 


f. Magiſtrates in their high Station in 
—— to rule their People with- 


_ ae Ruling Power, and ſo would be o- 
” * to an 1 


— rr . — 
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ND as the Civil Power of all Ma- 
giſtrates, who are ſubordinate Go- 
vernors to God the Supreme King, can- 
not be communicated or conferred on 
them but from the Source and Poſſeſſor 
of all Legiſlative Authority, ſo the Mea- 
ſure or Extent of Legiſlative Magiſtrati- 
cal Authority muſt be ſettled 3 


be on . 
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as the Supreme Governor has expreſſed 
his Will concerning it; and God having 
fignified his Pleaſure that he will dele- 
gate and convey to each of his Subordinate 
Rulers and Subaltern Officers a Patt of 
his own Authority, the Meaſure or Ex- 
tent of it muſt, as ſaid, be ſuch as will 
make them capable of performing their 
Duty and executing their Offices : For the 
juſt Meaſure of a Means is to be fixed 
by its Relation to the End; if it is ſhort 
and inſufficient to procure the End, it is in- 
OT and in effect, no Means at all; 
if it exceeds that Proportion, it is inordi- 
nate and ſuperfluous ; ſo that the Propor- 
tion of Authority lodged in the Civil 
Magiſtrate muſt be ſuch, and ſo much, as 
the End and Deſign of Government re- 
quires. 

And the Extent of the Magiſtrate's Power 
being adjuſted and ſettled, it is very evi- 
dent, as before ſuggeſted, that God, the 
Sole Governor of the Univerſe and the 
Fountain of all Authority, muſt confer 
upon him his Ruling Power; for ſince it 
is a Civil Government erected within his 
Empire and Dominions, no Man can have 
any Right or Title but from God the 
Supreme Lord in actual rightful Poſſeſſion: 
It is therefore plain that the Magiſtrate 
can haveno Governing Authority, but what 
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is delegated and derived from God, by which 
he becomes a ſubordinate Officer, Deputy 
or Vicegerent, dependent on the,only Po- 
tentate and Univerſal King; and the 
higheſt and moſt abſolute Princes on Earth 


cannot be inveſted with any other Legal 


Power than that of Commiſſioners, Lieu- 
tenants, or Vice-rulers under the Supreme 
Divine Monarch; as their own Officers 
Civil and Military, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, have no obligatory Authority 
but what they derive from the Commiſ- 
fions, Grants and Charters of their Sove- 
raigns, and therefore always act in Sub- 


ordination and Dependance on them; and 


this Communication of Power to the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, in the Proportion before ſet- 
led, is plainly diſcovered by the Exerciſe 
of Human Reaſon. 
Since then God, the Soveraign of the 
Univerſe and poſſeſſed of all Governing 
Power, by revealing his Will, or promul- 
gating his Law by the Miniſtry or Me- 
diation of Human Reaſon, has obliged the 
Individuals of Mankind to enter into Ci- 
vil Societies, and by the Uſe of the ſame 
Reaſoning Faculty notified his Pleaſure 
what Proportion the Ruling Part of thoſe 
Societies ſhould be inveſted with, and de- 
clared his Will by the ſame way of De- 
duction that he will allow to the Ruler 
(or 
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(or Rulers) of the Society, when nominated 
by the Electors, ſuch a Proportion of his 
Authority, as will qualify him for the 
Performance of his Duty, as his delegated 
and ſubordinate Officer in the Univerſal 
Empire of the World ; it will follow, that 
Princes and Potentates have no more Le- 
gal Power to reverſe God's Decrees, re- 
{cind or repeal his Laws, to command what 
he has antecedently forbidden, or forbid 
what he has commanded, than a Deputy- 
Lieutenant or a Mayor of a Corporation 
have, by Vertue of the King's Commiſſion 
or Charter, to annul his Orders, or to re- 
peal the Laws of the Land. Whenever then 


the Civil Magiſtrate enjoins any Thing be- 


fore prohibited, and vice verſa, by the Di- 
vine Supreme Ruler, who gave him his 
Authority, that Command is not Obliga- 
tory, nor is any Subject bound to pay 
Obedience to it as a Law, whatever Sub- 


miſſion he may be obliged to for the ſake 


of preſerving the Peace and Tranquility 
of the Society. 


This is manifeſt in Caſes where the Ma, 


giſtrate Commands or Prohibits any A- 
ction that evidently contradicts right Rea- 
ſon in its firſt, clear and more immediate 
Dictates, and it is likewiſe true, as far as 
conſequent Conclufions may be pony de- 
duced from the firſt more evident Principles. 

I 2 | When 
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When therefore the Civil Magiſtrate 
ſhall enact a Law enjoyning any Thing 


againſt the .Law of God, known by the 


Light of Nature, it is only an empty Order, 
and the naked Matter of a Precept unani- 
mated by a binding Force, which is the 
ratio formalis, the Life and Soul of a Law, 
which without it, is no more than the 
Command of one, who in other Things 
has a Power to give obligatory Precepts, 
but in theſe Caſes, which right Reaſon diſ- 
covers God has determined before, the Au- 
thority of the Magiſtrate is limited and ex- 


| cluded; nor can any Man be farther ſatisfi- 


ed, that he is obliged to obſerve the Laws 
of his Country, than he is ſatisfied, that they 


are not repugnant or oppoſite to thoſe of 


the Divine Being. 
Burt tho' it is manifeſt we ought not to 
violate the Ordinances of God in any In- 


| Nance, out of Compliance with the Com- 


mands of Civil Powers, yet it often hap- 
pens .that for the preſerving Peace and 
Tranquility, and — Diſorder and 


Confuſion in the State, the Penalty accom- 


panying Diſobedience to ſuch a Law ought 
to be undergone without Reſiſtance, rather 
than the Society ſhould be embroiled and 
diſtracted with inteſtine Commotions ; for 
whilſt thoſe Violations of the Ruler's Fi- 
delity and Juſtice founded on right Reaſon, 

| SP | are 
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are not ſo great as to threaten the Subver- 
| ſion of Liberty and Property, nor are in- 
conſiſtent with the Ends of entering 
into Society, nor apparently threaten the 
Deſtruction and Ruin of the Government, 
they will not juſtify forceable Oppoſition, 
which muſt involve the Commonwealth in 
Civil Diſtractions ; for then the Remedy 
will be more grievous than the Diſeaſe, 
and the Harm and Damage to the Com- 
munity from ſuch a violent Conduct will 
far outweigh all the Emolument and Good 
that can ariſe from ſuch an unwarrantable 
Contention. But in Caſe however that So- 
Jvereign Powers ſhould invade the Lives 
and Eſtates of the Subjects with inhumane 
„and barbarous Cruelties, ſhould they let 
f | looſe an Army of unmerciful and bloody 

Ruffians to aſſaſſinate and maſſacre their 
People, or diſpoſſeſs them of their Lands 
and Habitations, drive them from their 
Farms and Homes, and compel them to 
- BE wander as Fugitives through diſtant Places, 
in Want and Miſery; or ſhould they change 
d I the barbarous and horrid Schemes of form- 
er Oppreſſors, and inſtead of Fire and 
at Sword deſtroy their People by Forms of 
I I} Law, and pretended Juſtice, ſhould they 
d by forged Evidence, forced Interpretations, 
Ir i wreſted and conſtrained Meanings, and by 
all the infernal Arts of a mock Tribunal, 
1, | I 3 | 1 
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or inexorable Court of Inquiſition, refine 
upon the leſs effectual Methods of De- 
ſtruction by Burning and Maſſacres; in 
ſuch Caſes no doubt it is not only war- 
rantable, but Praiſe-worthy, to repel Force 
by Force, and defend one's native Country 
from the Inſults and Devaſtations of an in- 
humane Tyrant and a mercileſs Ravager. 
Or ſhould Princes carry on their cruel 
and malignant Deſigns by ſubtle Plots and 


malicious Contrivances, ſhould they inter- 


ret Innocent Aſſemblies to be Routs and 
Riots againſt the Peace of the State, or in- 
duſtriouſly provoke the People to make 
Complaints, and grieve and vex them on 
purpoſe to enſnare them in diſorderly and 
unwarrantable Actions, and then fall upon 
them as Rebels, and under that ſpecious 


Pretence take away their Lives by the 


Sword or the Gibbet, involving Multitudes 
of unconcerned and innocent Perſons in 


the ſame Deſtruction, ſhould they encou- 
rage and maintain a flagitious, mercenary 


Band of perjured Perſons to ſwear Men 


out of their Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates, 
If, I fay, by ſuch wicked and inhumane 


Methods they diſcover an Intention to ruin 


and deſtroy their People, and utterly diſ- 


appoint the Ends of Government, In theſe 


Caſes Right Reaſon will juſtify ſuch Re- 
ſiſtance and Oppoſition as is neceſſary to 
| the 
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the Safety and Preſervation of the Com- 
monwealth. | 


The Civil Magiſtrate being poſſeſt of 


- Ruling Authority for the Ends of Govern- 
ment, that is Salus Reipublicæ, the Safety 


and Felicity as well of the Governours as 
the Subjects, This political Inſtitution re- 
ſulting from the Dictates and Light of Rea- 
ſon, as before ſhewn, it follows evidently 


that the Supreme Magiſtrate has not an 


abſolute and boundleſs Power by his Divine 


| Commiſſion, but is reſtrained and limited 


to thoſe Acts only that are conducive to the 
Happineſs and Well-being of the Commu- 
nity : as he has not Authority given him to 
act againſt the antecedent Laws of his Su- 
preme Sovereign, ſo has he no legal Power 


to act againſt the Ends of Government, 


for the Acquiſition of which his Office is 
inſtituted. 

And ſince the Magiſtrate cannot lay any 
obligatory Command upon the Subject, thar 
can annul or make void any antecedent 


Law or Precept of God, the Subje& muſt 


be allowed a Power to reflect, reaſon, 
compare, and judge, whether the Com- 
mand or Injunction of the Magiſtrate be 
agreeable to his former Obligations to Di- 
vine Laws, otherwiſe he is at a full Stop, 
and muſt always ſtand diffident and unde- 
termined; becauſe without ſuch balancing, 

| I 4 com- 
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comparing, and judging, he can never 
know whether this, that the Magiſtrate ; 
commands, be not before forbidden by 
ſome Divine Law, which he is bound to | 
obey, notwithſtanding what the Magiſtrate | 
ſhall enjoyn to the contrary : And hence it = 
is plain, that a Man muſt be allowed a 
Judgment of private Diſcretion ; for how 
elſe ſhould he diſcern his Obligation ta the 
Laws of God or Man, and which to ſub- 
mit to, in caſe they ſhould claſh or contra- 
dict each other? To tell a Man that he 
- muſt in this Caſe ſubmit his private Judg- 
ment to the Publick Wiſdom of the Civil 
Society, is to affront and mock our Under- 
ſtandings. If I am obliged to acquieſce 
in the Determination of the Ruling Powers, 
I ſuppoſe you will ſay there are convin- 
cing Reaſons for it, whence I may diſcern 
my Obligation to lay by my own Opinion, 
and act by Publick Deciſions; and if fo, 
muſt I not be allowed a free Power to 
judge of theſe Reaſons, why I ſhould give 
up my own to the Publick Senſe, which is 
to yield the Point in Controverſy, and de- 
clare for the Side of a private Judgment 
of Diſcretion, I mean in all operative O- 
pinions, concerning. the Moral Good or 
Evil of our Actions, and not in meer Spe- 
culations and Sentiments, not implying . 
Actions and Practice. 1 
N The 
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Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 121 
The Truth of it is, if the Matter be 
looked into and conſidered with a little 
Care and Penetration, the fine Notion of 
Publick Wiſdom in Prejudice to the Rights 
of Private and Perſonal Diſcretion will ap- 
pear but an empty Phantaſm, the thin un- 
ſubſtantial Production of a warm Imagina- 
tion, that may juſtly be called Political En- 
thuſiaſm. However this wild and extrava- 
gant Opinion, that a Man is not to judge 
for himſelf in Matters of Obedience or 
Diſobedience to his Superiors, being ſub- 
ſervient to the deteſtable Ambition of the 
Roman Pontiffs, is ſtill by their Creatures 
maintained and ſupported with the greateſt 
Zeal and ſecular Violence: Yet that a Man 
muſt ſuſpend the Exerciſe of his Reaſon, 
throw up his private Judgment, and pur 
it into the Hands of others in Truſt, to 
judge and believe for him, is at length a 
Doctrine much diſgraced, and in a great 
Meaſure extinguiſhed in this Proteſtant 
Nation, whoſe Reformation: and Deliver- 
ance from the pernicious Errors and un- 
ſufferable Yoke of Popery is founded on 
this very Principle, That a Man has a 
Right to judge for himſelf, to condemn 
the Deciſions of Publick Wiſdom, and ad- 
here to the Dictates of private Conſcience 
. and Diſcretion, 3 


of 
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Of the Duty of Princes, and all Supreme 
Magiſtrates, in reſpett of Religion. 


81 NCE all Mankind are bound by the 
earlieſt Law of Nature to acknowledge 
the Exiſtence of God, and to worſhip and 
adore Him, as well in Private as in Pub- 
lick, this Duty is incumbent on Princes 
and Supreme Rulers as well as others. They 
are ſo far from being exempted or excuſed 
from it, that they are placed in their high 
Station, and entruſted with their Civil 
Power by the King of Kings, whoſe De- 
legates and ſubordinate Officers they are 
in the Adminiſtration of his Kingdom, for 
this End and Purpoſe, that they ſhould pro- 
mote his Honour and Glory, and protect 
his Intereſts in their Dominions, and are 
no leſs accountable as his Under-Officers 
of State to their Supreme Lord and Ruler, 
than any of their Inferior and Subaltern 
Miniſters or Generals are to them. | 
And fince God, as I before proved, has 
ſignified his Will and Pleaſure by the Light 
and Dictates of Nature, that Men, his rea- 
ſonable Creatures, ennobled and dignified 
with Capacities and Faculties to know, 
love, praiſe and adore their Divine Author, 


ſhould pay him not only Private, but alſo 
| Publick 
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Publick Worſhip, and therefore ſhould 


form Aſſemblies or Congregations, Eccle- 
Jas, to confeſs and own his Being and Pro- 
vidence, to acknowledge their Dependence 
on Him, glorify his Infinite Perfections, 
praiſe his Goodneſs and Mercy, and addreſs 
Him with Solemn Prayer and Supplicati- 
ons to ſupply their Wants, relieve their 
Neceſſities, and deliver them from Diffi- 
culties, Snares and Dangers, ſince, I ſay, 
this is the Duty of Subjects, the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate is obliged to eſtabliſh, protect and 
ſupport Sacred Societies for the Worſhip 
of God in his Dominions, and to allow 
them all the Rights, Privileges and Powers 
neceſſary to the Well-being of ſuch Soci- 
EtICs, 

He is therefore bound to employ his 
Authority in ſettling all Things for the 
Convenience, Diſcipline and Order of theſe 
Religious Bodies, and to give ſuch Directi- 
ons as ſhall tend to their Welfare and 
flouriſhing State. | | 

This is an evident Conſequence from 
the former Propoſition. The Magiſtrate 
then is obliged to take Care that thoſe Con- 
gregations for Divine Worſhip ſhould con- 
fiſt of ſo many Members as are fit to make 
a Publick Aſſembly, and to limit each of 
them in fuch a Manner, that the Num- 
ber of the Members may not be diſpropor- 
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tioned to the Temples where they meet 
for Divine Worſhip, for this is inconſiſtent 
with the Ends of their Inſtitution; the In- 
dividuals ſhould therefore be ſo circum- 
ſcribed and bounded, that thoſe of each 
diſtin&t Convention may joyn together in 
the ſame Place of Divine Service. 
The Supreme Magiſtrate has likewiſe 
legal Authority, and is bound if he ſees it 
conducive to their Good, to appoint gene- 
ral Inſpectors, that may have their diſtinct 
Provinces under them, and may be com- 
miſſioned to viſit ſucceſſively theſe Religi- 
dous Bodies, to encourage, aſſiſt, and direct, 
as well as to cenſure them for their Faults, 
and admoniſh and perſwade them to ob- 
ſerve a more regular and pious Conduct, 
and laſtly, to take Care of all Things for 
Convenience, Decency, Peace and Order. 
And if any Potentate ſhould by his Con- 
queſts extend his Dominions to a vaſt Com- 
paſs, till his Empire ſhould rival thoſe of 
the Grecian and Roman Monarchs, he 
could have no legal Authority to conſtitute 
any one Sacerdotal Head, that ſhould have 
the Inſpection and Guidance of all the 
Religious Aſſemblies in his immenſe Do- 
minions, much leſs over all the other Re- 
gions of the World, not ſubject to his 
Juriſdiction. For this being not only an 
unequal, but an impoſſible Task for one 
| | Perſon 
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Perſon to execute, it will contradict the 
evident Light of Reaſon, and the Law of 
Nature founded upon it, to ſet up any ſuch 
unbounded Eccleſiaſtickx Head; and if he 
ſhould conſtitute many Overſeers or In- 
ſpectors, their Provinces ſhould be confined 
in ſuch Limits as will make them capa- 
ble of performing their Duty, in direct- 
ing and guiding them, while they are no 
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more in Number, than each is able to 


manage. 

It is the Magiſtrate's Duty to preſerve 
Peace and Harmony among theſe Bodies 
erected for Publick Worſhip, by all proper 
and legal Means. | 
If then great Differences either in reſpect 
of ſpeculative Notions of Natural Theology, 
or about inferior Matters of Diſcipline, 
Modes, and Religious Rites and Ceremonies 
that do not affect the ſubſtantial Part of 
Divine Worſhip, ſhould ariſe; while 
the ſeveral contending Parties raiſe no Di- 
ſturbance or Civil Broils, nor break in up- 
on the Peace and Tranquility of the State, 
the Magiſtrate ought by Admonitions and 
Perſwaſions to reconcile and unite the diſ- 
agreeing Aſſemblies ; but has no legal Au- 
thority, by coercive Laws, Penalties, or For- 
feitures of Life, Liberty, or Eſtate, to com- 
pel them to a Compliance with any other 


Sect, 
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Set, or Religious Diſtinction of Men, 


which are moſt in his Favour. 

To uſe Force and Compulſion to change 
Mens Opinions in Religious Matters is an 
evident Violation of the Law of Nature 
or right Reaſon; for according to the Order 
of our Faculties and the Nature of Things, 
no Man ought or can alter his aal 
ceived Notions, but by receiving ſtronger 
Light and ſuperior Evidence to convince 
him that his Notions are wrong. Every 
Man conceives, reaſons and concludes by 
his own Ideas, as he taſtes by: his own 
Palate; nor is it poſſible he ſhould do 
otherwiſe. Were I ever ſo Ignorant or Er- 
roneous, I could never judge: more right- 
ly. and conceive more clearly by another 
Man's Images and Perceptions, till I have 
conſidered and underſtand them, and ſo 
made them my own, without relying on 
his Authority who inſtructed me; and 
therefore I can no, more be juſtly puniſh- 
ed for not Thinking and Believing by 
another Man's Underſtanding, which is no 
Standard for mine, than a blind or weak- 
ſighted Perſon can deſerve Pains and Pe- 
nalties for not Seeing by another Man's 
Eyes, or a Deaf one for not Hearing by 
another's Ears. | 

Therefore ſince every Man is obliged 
to ſeach after Truth impartially, and ſe- 

riouſly 
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riouſly to think of Things truly as they 
are, if thereupon he has formed his No- 


tions of Religion, and does not only re- 
frain from diſturbing the State, and in- 


terrupting the Tranquility of the Go- 


vernment, but likewiſe is ready to con- 
tribute in all Things to the Support and 
Defence of the Commonwealth, as be- 
comes a Loyal and Faithful Subject, ſuch 
a Perſon, I fay, has a Natural Right to 
Protection in his Life, Liberty and Eſtate, 

becauſe this was the very End why Civil 
SGovernment was inſtituted; nor can any 
Man forfeit that Right by not thinking 
as another thinks in Matters of Religion. 
And this the Pagan Powers, led by the 
Light of Reaſon, very well underſtood; 
for tho' the Maſters and Teachers of Phi- 
loſophy and Morality in the Schools of 
Greece were ſplit into many Sects and De- 
nominations, inſomuch that, as Varro af- 
firms, there were no leſs than two hun- 
dred and eighty different Opinions about 
the Summum Bonum alone, a Queſtion of 
an Important Religious Nature, yet the 
Civil Magiſtrates not Patronizing any one 
Diſtinction of Sages to the Suppreſſing 
and Exterminating of the reſt, their Com- 
monwealth continued in a peaceable and 
flouriſhing State : . But ſuppoſe the Civil 
Powers of Athens had declared in 
o 
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of the Sect of the Platoniſts, or that of 


the Peripateticks, or the Stoicks, and had 


inflicted Sufferings in Body and Eſtate on 
all other Philoſophers, who did not re- 


nounce the peculiar Doctrines of their own 


Schools, and embrace and profeſs the O- 
pinion eſpouſed and enjoined by the Lords 
of Atbens; as the Injuſtice of ſuch a Pro- 
cedure would have been plainly evident, 
ſo muſt it have been attended with in- 


teſtine Strife, Feuds and Commotions, to 


the Diſhonour and Danger of the State. 
The Wiſdom of Athens never thought 
fit to eſtabliſh any National Philoſophy, 
which all the Colleges of Learning un- 
der their Juriſdiction ſhould eſpouſe -and 
defend; and therefore ſince no Syftem 
was Erroneous or Right by the Deciſion 
of the Law-givers, none were ever ſum- 
moned to appear before Commiſſioned Vi- 
fitors or Tribunals of Juſtice, to anſwer 


for any unſound or illegal Notions of the 
Schools; nor did the Athenian Magiſtrates 


draw the Secular Sword to aſſiſt Athenian 


Eloquence, and enforce the Arguments of 
the Diſputants on either Side ; nor did 
they ſhut up any Schools of Learning, and 
ſet open the Priſons to receive the Students 
of any condemned Sect : They employed 
no Racks and Engines to ſcrew open the 


Paſſages of the Underſtanding, and force 


uncon- 
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unconvinced and reluctant Reaſon to ſwallow 
any diſagreeable and nauſeous Doctrines; for 
they were too Wile to think that it was a 

proper and juſt Method to drive Men with 
Rods, or ſcourge them with Whips, into 
Philoſophical or Religious Doctrines, no 
not of the Summum Bonum, or Chief 
Good it ſelf, of which, as ſaid before, 
there were ſo great a Variety of Opinions, 
and of which it concerned all Men to have 
right Sentiments. 

And while the Civil Magiſtrate equally 
favoured and indulged the diſagreeing 
Colleges of their Sages or Wiſe Men, 
they were equally beloved and obeyed by 
all; for being alike intereſted in the peace- 
ful and proſperous Eſtate of the Govern- 
ment, all conſpired not to carry on their 
Conteſts to the Interruption or Diſtur- 
bance of the Publick Tranquility. They 
never flew to Arms to confute and con- 
vince their Adverſaries of their ſuppo- 
ſed Errors, nor diſputed, Sword in Hand, 
about ſetling a Point in Phyſicks or 
Metaphyſicks. The Civil Magiſtrate ſtood 
by and looked on, without interpoſing 
his Authority to ſet up the Academy, 
Lycæum, or Stoa, or any other Sect 
above the reſt, but left the Schola- 
ſtick Combatants to decide among them- 
ſelves their Notional Controverſies by un- 
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bloody Syllogiſtial Weapons, and the Per- 
ſwaſive Force of Eloquence ; for the 
wiſe Athenians well knew, that while the 
Schools were thus hotly engaged in Phi- 
loſophical Wars, as they would not have 
time to attend to Matters of State and 
Government, ſo likewiſe they would vent 
all their Anger and IIl- nature (of which 


all Men have a Share) againſt one ano- 
ther, which otherwiſe, for want of fuch 


a common and commodious Drain to diſ- 
charge it ſelf, might produce State-Con- 
troverſies, and by Civil Diſſenſions diſturb 


the Peace of the Commonwealth. 


Leſt my Meaning ſhould be miſtaken 


in ſome Parts of the foregoing Diſcourſe, 


J here add, chat as it is the Duty of Le- 
giſlators to protect, patronize and cheriſh 
Religious Aſſemblies or Societies for the 
Worſhip of God, ſo they have a Power or 
Right to chuſe what Se& or Seas of Di- 


vine Worſhippers they will eſtabliſh and 


confirm by their Laws; and this Right or 
Power flows from the Obligation they lye 
under to promote the Honour of their 


Sovereign King, and ſuccour and patro- 


nize his Adorers. The Civil Magiſtrate 
then muſt by the Laws of Nature be 


enabled or authorized to ſettle and eſta- 


bliſh Ecclgſias, or Religious Societies; and 
if ſo, he muſt, by the ſame Unrevealed 
| Law, 
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Law, be impowered to eſtabliſh ſuch 
Churches or Divine Societies which, in 
his Judgment, have the trueſt Doctrine, and 
have the pureſt and moſt rational Diſci- 
N and therefore, no doubt, it is 
is Duty thus to chuſe the beſt, and if 
he miſtakes, it muſt be at his Peril; for 
he is accountable to the Supreme Being, 
who entruſted him with his Authority to 
be employed in promoting his Glory, . and 
the Welfare of his Servants, and accord- 
ing to his Conformity or Diſobedience to 
God's Will herein, he will be puniſhed 
or rewarded. | ö 
Civil Magiſtrates or Law-givers muſt 
therefore uſe their impartial Judgment in 
ſetling Eccleſiaſtical or Sacred Societies; 
and when they have eſtabliſhed by their 
Laws fuch Sects or Denominations which 
they believe are moſt acceptable to the 
Supreme Divine King, they ought by their 
Power to protect them in their Legal 
Rights and Immunities; and notwithſtand- 
ing they are not Authorized to uſe Co- 
ercive Violence and Compulſion by Pains, 
Forfeitures and Penalties to oppreſs any 
Sets that ſhall diſſent and refuſe Com- 
pliance with the Publick Eſtabliſhment, 
= on the contrary ought to defend them 
in their Eccleſiaſtical as well as Civil 
Rights and Privileges, while they demean 
25 W 
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themſelves as becomes faithful and peace- 
able Subjects; they may however make 
great Diſtinction between thoſe Aſſem- 
blies they favour moſt, and therefore eſta- 
bliſh, that is, they may appoint for 
thoſe they favour, and believe are the beſt 
and pureſt Denominations, the ſole Uſe of 
the Publick Temples, as well as appro- 
priate to their Paſtors and Teachers the 
Church's Revenues for their Maintenance, 
and grant them other Immunities and Pri- 
vileges concerning their Well-being, as 
well as the more effectual Diſcharge of 
their Office, as ſaid before: And this the Ma- 
giſtrate may do, while however he for- 
bears to inflict coercive Puniſhments and 
Forfeitures on any peaceable Subjects that 

difagree with the eſtabliſhed Worſhip. 
And tho' by the Laws of Nature it is the 
Duty, and therefore the Right of the Ma- 
giſtrate or Legiſlator to ſertle Sacred Con- 
gregations and Temples, wherein the eſta- 
bliſhed Sects that he judges are beſt, and 
therefore favours moſt, may have Pub- 
lick Communion, in performing Divine 
Service, and receiving Inſtruction from 

the Paſtor that the Magiſtrate ſhall a 
point, yet ſtill each Member has a Right 
to apply to other Paſtors for Inſtruction 
and Advice in Private, and alſo to re- 
move his Dwelling and Habitation, if he 
— pleaſes, 
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pleaſes, to another diſtant Congregation or 
ſacred Aſſembly, where he may have the 
Benefit of the Teacher whom he chuſes, 


without giving Offence or creating Diſor- 
der and Diſturbance in the Churches. 


Of Perſonal and Oeconomical Rights. 


T cannot be imagined that when Men 
combined in Political Bodies for their 
mutual Defence, Preſervation and Well-be- 
ing, they ever deſigned to part with their 
Perſonal and Oeconomical Rights farther 
than was neceſſary to the Ends of Civil 
Government; ſo that the Authority of the 
Supreme Magiſtrate in a Kingdom or Com- 
monwealth extends only to ſuch Things 
which are of Political Conſideration, and 
concern the Welfare of Civil Rulers and 
Subjects, that is, the Publick Good; and if 
the Exerciſe of it tranſgreſſes thoſe Limits, 
and encroaches upon the Natural Rights 
and Privileges belonging to Individuals in 
their perſonal Capacity, or as they are Fa- 
thers of Children, or Maſters of Servants, 
it is an evident Violation of the Law of 
Nature, and therefore is Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion, 
There are undoubtedly many Things, in 
which a Man is ſus Juris, and where he is 
0 2 a at 
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at Liberty to act as he pleaſes; as ordinarily 
to chuſe what Food he will eat, and what 
Liquor he will drink, what Garments he 
will wear, what Wife he will marry, what 
Friends and Acquaintance he will make, 
and what Company he will keep, how he 
will ſpend his Time, what Study or Buſi- 
neſs he will apply to, and purſue with Con- 
ſtancy, unleſs when the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould command him to take up 
Arms for the neceſſary Defence of his Coun- 
try, as likewiſe what Books he will read, 
or what innocent Paſtimes and Recreations 
he will uſe. N 

In like manner Maſters of Families have 
ſeveral Rights and Powers peculiar to them 
as ſuch. They have a Power to chuſe 
their own Servants, and employ what La- 
bourers they think fit to till their Lands, 
overſee their Subſtance, and work in their 
Service. For theſe being hired by the Ma- 


ſter's own Mony, their Labour is his Pro- 
perty, and therefore he may uſe it as he 


pleaſes. He has likewiſe a Right to rule 
and govern his Children, as well as Ser- 


vants; to chuſe the Ways and Means of 


their Education, and appoint what Profeſ- 
ſion and Employment they ſhall prepare 


themſelves for; which however a Son adult 


end capable of chuſing for himſelf may 


follow, or decline it and chuſe another, ex- 
745 | CEPL 
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cept perhaps in a few particular Inſtances ; 
he has likewiſe a Power to diſpoſe of his 
Children in Marriage by Perſwaſion, but not 
Compulſion. | FIR! 

When Men entered into Political Socie- 
ties for ſuch prudent Ends, as above men- 
tioned, they never dreamt or in the leaſt 
intended to give up ſuch Rights as thoſe I 
have enumerated. He muſt have a whim- 
ſical Turn of Mind; and be far gone in Po- 
litical Enthuſiaſm, who can fancy that Ci- 
vil Powers may take away theſe Natural 
Rights and Privileges, either from ſingle 
Perſons or Governors of Families; that 
Princes and Sovereign States have legal Au- 
thority to conſtrain a Man to marry whom 
they pleaſe, of whatſoever Fame, Fortune, 
or Deformity; or that they ſhould appoint 
them their Servants, and direct them their 
Buſineſs, and diſpoſe of their Children in 
Marriage when and to whom they think 
fit; and in ſhort, to take upon them the 
ſole Rule of a private Perſon or Family, as 
well as the Government of the Common- 
wealth. ö | 7g 
If therefore the Supreme Magiſtrate 
ſhould ordinarily iſſue forth Commands di- 
realy repugnant to and inconſiſtent with 
the natural Liberty of the Subjects, it is 
evident that thoſe are only nominal Laws, 
that have no binding Force. \ 
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In like manner, it is a plain Dictate of 
the Light of Nature, that as every Man is 
fur Furis to retain what Lawyer or Phyſi- 
cian he thinks fit, to take care of his Eſtate 
or Health, to 1 what Wife, and hire 


what Servants 
like Right to chuſe what Teacher ſhall in- 
ſtruct and teach him in any Art or Science, 
Philoſophy, Mathematicks, Muſick, Sc. 
As likewiſe what Tutor or Director ſhall 


inform and aſſiſt him or his Children in 
Matters of Conſcience and Religion, and 


the important Concerns of a future Immor- 
tal State. Nor can it be imagined, that 
when Individuals aſſociated in civil Com- 
munities, they conſented to give up theſe 
perſonal Rights, either Temporal or Spiri- 


tual, or any ching more than what parting 


with highly promoted the Ends and Pur- 
poſes of Civil or Political Government, that 


3s, the mutual Defence and Protection of 
the Members by ſalutary Laws againſt Do- 


meſtick Enemies or Foreign Invaders: On 
the contrary, they formed Political Combi- 
nations for the Support and Preſervation of 
theſe Perſonal Rights and Properties; for 
what other Motive or Inducement can be 


imagined why they ſhould engage them- | 


{ſelves in ſuch Societies; 

It 16 true, a Member of ſuch a Commu- 

nity may, as faid before, by his Diſobedi- 
ence 


e pleaſes, ſo he has the 
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ence to the Laws of his Country, forfeit 
his Right to his Life, and Eſtate, and his 
Privileges, as a private Perſon or Govern- 
or of a Family; but this is a clear Argu- 
ment that antecedently he had ſuch Rights, 
otherwiſe, as before ſuggeſted, he could 
never have been ſaid to forfeit them; ſo 
that Political or Magiſtratical Power muſt 
be circumſcribed and limited by the Na- 
ture and End of Civil Government, and 


cannot juſtly be ſo far extended, as to ſwal- 


low up all Perſonal ' Rights, and the di- 


ſtint Powers and Privileges of a Maſter 


of a Family. | 
| Perſonal Right, and that of ruling Fa- 
milies and Civil Societies, are diſtinct 
Powers, and neither can encroach upon or 
invade the other, without tyrannical In- 
juſtice. It is in vain to ſay, that in ſuch 
Governments where the Peoples Repre- 
ſentatives have a Share in the Legiſlature, 
that thoſe Repreſentatives may give away 
the Perſonal Rights of private Perſons, and 
that the Conſent of the People to part with 
their Privileges will be included in that 
of their Deputies : for if an Abſolute De- 
ſpotick Power cannot annul the Perſonal 
Rights of the Subject, ſuch as his Choice 
of a Wife, a Phyſician, a domeſtick Ser- 
vant, a Teacher, Sc. then the whole Le- 
giſlative Power in a mixt Government can- 
not 


U 
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not do it. The whole Legiſlative Power in 
all Forms of Civil Societies or Communi- 
ties is equally extenſive, and is as great, 
when it is all lodged in one Monarch, as 
it is when divided among more Perſons ; 
now the Gentlemen that ſay, that in mixt 
Governments the People may be diveſted 


of their Perſonal Right, do not affirm, that 
this may be legally done by an Arbitrary 


and Unlimited Prince; as if that Prince 


who is inveſted with the whole Legiſlative 
Power cannot juſtly do as much as a So- 
ciety where that Power is placed in ſeve- 
ral Hands ; for has ſuch a mixt Govern- 
ment more than the' whole Legiſlature ? 
If therefore the firſt has no Warrant to 
take away the Subjects Perſonal Rights, no 
more has the laſt; and if the firſt is legally 


_ empowered ſo to do, what need is there 


for the Gentlemen I am diſputing againſt 


to fay, that the Legiſlature in a limited 


Monarchy may with the Concurrence of 
the People's 1 ive away their 
Right? for Inſtance, that of chuſing their 
Inftructer in Matters of Religion, their 
Councellor, their Servants, &c. For that 
mixt Conſtitution where the Ruling Power 
is lodged in ſeveral States, has ſurely no 
greater or more ample Juriſdiction than a 
deſpotick, unlimited Empire, nor can le- 
gally do any thing which the other has 

| | no 
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no Authority to execute; and if all Su- 


preme Powers have this Authority, what 


need is there for theſe Writers to reſtrain 
it to limited Monarchies ? 

It would be an abſurd and extravagant 
Imagination to ſuppoſe, that the People, 
who in ſuch a mixt Government ſhould 
ſend their Deputies or Repreſentatives to 
concur in making Laws, ſhould entruſt 
them with more Power than the Political 
Affairs of the Nation ſhould require, even 
to the giving away of the Natural Rights 
of private Perſons and Families: And 


| Whatever Repreſentatives ſhall ſtretch their 


deputed Power to take from the People 
the Perſonal Immunities which they enjoy 


as private Perſons or Maſters of Families, 


ufurp, like tyrannical Monarchs, an Autho- 
rity, that was never given them by the 
Sovereign Ruler of the World: and there- 
fore whenever the deputed States of a 


Kingdom ſhall tranſgreſs the Sphere of Ci- 


vil Political Power, and break in upon the 
undoubted and unalienable Privileges of 
the People, whether Private or Oeconomi- 


cal, they betray their Truſt, and arbitrari- 


ly exceed their Commiſſion. 
Such Gentlemen ſhould reflect, that as 
their Authority is reſtrained and circum- 


ſcribed in other Reſpects; for Example, 


that they have no Power delegated to them 


to 
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to give up the People's Right to the Con- 
ſtitution, as it was eſtabliſhed when they 
were choſen Repreſentatives, either by re- 
ſigning it entirely into the Hands of the 
Monarch, or by taking it all to themſelves; 
nor to conſent to the Alienation, or to the 
giving away of their Country to any Fo- 
reign Power or Potentate; it being moſt 
abſurd to think, that the People would en- 
able their Deputies to act againſt them- 
ſelves, to alienate their Territories, to break 
up or diſſolve the Frame of the Govern- 
ment, which they were made choice of to 
maintain and affiſt by making new Muni- 
cipal Laws, and not in repealing and diſ- 
anulling the Fundamental or Original Con- 
ſtitution. 

And tho yes Perſons may empower 
their Repreſentatives to conſent to ſuch 
Laws as take away their Right to their 
Lands and Money, and their very Lives 
for the Good *: the Publick, by laying 
| Taxes and Duties on their Perſons or E- 
ſtates, or condemning them to Death u 
on their Commiſſion of any Crime x 4 

ſtructive of the Peace and Well being of 
the Government, as Treaſon, Sedition, 
Murder and Rapine; yet it is plain that 
ſuch Laws concern the Being of the Civil 
Society, and denote a Political Authority 
in the Magiſtrate to ſupercede ſuch TR 
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nal Rights, the parting with which is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation of the 
Body Politick : But the Rights J have been 


mentioning, which do not concern the Bo- 
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dy Politick, and therefore which no De- 


puties of the People have a Power to give 
away (ſuch as the Power of chuſing one's 
Wife, Servants, governing one's Family, 
managing a Trade, chuſing one's Phyſician, 
Lawyer, Maſter and Inſtructer, as well in 
Religious as Prophane Learning, and many 
other like Inſtances) are guarded and de- 
fended by the circumſcriptive Limits and 
Partitions that divide Political and Magi- 
ſtratical Rights from Perſonal and Dome- 
ſtick; and therefore there are Immunities 
belonging to Private Men and Maſters of 
Families diſtinct from the former, which 
they cannot give away themſelves, and 
much leſs can they authorize their Re- 
preſentatives to deſtroy them, ſuch as the 
free Choice of a Wife, Servant, and the 
reſt before enumerated. And notwithſtand- 
ing theſe private Immunities may be ſome- 
times encroached upon by Legiſlators, who 
may think they are endowed with a more 
extenſive Authority than they really are, 
yer it is evident, as I have made it appear, 
that Perſonal and Family Rights ought by 
the Laws of Nature, or Dictates of Right 
Reaſon, to be preſerved inviolable; and if 


the 
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the Repreſentatives of the People can give 
away any of them, they may alienate all : 
For inſtance, if they can take away their 
Right to chuſe their Servants, Phyſician, 
Lawyer, Inſtructer in Sciences or Religious 
Knowledge, they may ſuppreſs their Liber- 

of chuſing their Wives, or educating 
their Children and governing their Fami- 
lies. 

It may be objected, that notwithſtanding 
Men have the greateſt Perſonal Right to 
their own Lives, yet they may by their Re- 
preſentatives give away that Right, who, as 
mentioned before, are empowered to con- 


ſent in their Name to ſuch Laws as inflict 


in ſome Caſes, ſuch as Treaſon, Theft or 
Murder, Forfeiture of Life, as well as 


Goods : To this I anſwer, that the People 


who choſe the Repreſentatives, did not give 
them ſuch a Power.over their Lives; for a 
E Perſon having no Right to take off 
his own Life even for the moſt atrocious 
Crime, could not endow the Magiſtrate 
with any Authority which he himſelf had 


not to give. The Right therefore that the 


Magiſtrate has to take a Criminal's Lite, 


preme Divine Authority, 


and indeed all other Political Powers, as I 


have ſhewn above, and more fully in my 


Eſſay on the Law of Nature, are commu- 
nicated to them immediately from the Su- 
he only Source 

or 
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or Fountain of Political Power and Supe- 
riority. And therefore, tho the People 
ſhould have the Election or Nomination of 
a Prince, or deputed Repreſentatives, yet 
their Governing or Legiſlative Authority is 
derived to them originally from the abſo- 
| lute Sovereign of the Univerſe, and de- 
clared by the Law of Nature, and Dictates 
of Reaſon, that every one named or choſen 
to be a Prince, or the People's Repreſenta- 
tive, ſhall be inveſted with the Political 
Power neceflary to the Diſcharge of his 
Duty, and ſpecified and limited by the Fun- 
damental Laws and Rights interwoven in 
the Conſtitution. This will be illuſtrated 
by our Reflection on the Manner how Ci- 
vil Power is communicated to the Inferior 
Magiſtrates of a City or Corporation, in the 
King's Dominions. The People aſſembled, 
ele& or name ſuch Perſons for Mayors and 
Sheriffs ; but the Civil Authority that ac- 
companies the People's Choice or Nomina- 
tion, is conveyed to them by the Royal 
Charter that limits and ſettles their Grants 
and Privileges. And it is the fame with 
Generals of Armies, who have all their 
Power from the King's Commiſſion, in hke 
manner as Subaltern Officers. have from 
the Superior ; and when any People em- 
brace a determinate Conſtitution or Form 
of Government, whether unlimited or de- 
ſpotick, 
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ſpotick, intruſted with a Monarch, or 
lodged by Repartition of Power in the 
Hands of more; when, I ſay, this parti- 
cular Scheme of Government is conſent- 
ed to and eſtabliſhed, the Supreme Divine 
Ruler fignifies his Will by the Light of 


Nature, or collected from Self-evident Prin- 
ciples by the Exerciſe of Reaſon, that all 
ſhould maintain this Civil Society, and pay 


Obedience to the Ruling Part of it; and 
that he intruſts that Ruling Part, either 


Princes or States ſo eſtabliſhed, with ſo 
much of his own Legiſlative Authority as 
will enable them to Govern and Rule the 
Subject, according to the Fundamental Ori- 


ginal Conſtitution: And he declares to the 
People, by the ſame impartial way of 
Reaſoning, that it is his Pleaſure, which con- 
ſtitutes all Duty, that they pay Obedience 


to ſuch Magiſtrates. And as this is very 


evident to Men of Senſe and Reflection, 


ſo it ought to be looked upon as the 


greateſt Fence and Bulwark to the Thrones 
of all Princes and Potentates of the World, 
whoſe Authority is not ſecured by Re- 
R w- Tt . 

But if an Abſolute Monarch, who is 


not limited by Compacts or Legal Re- 


ſtrictions, ſhould imagine, as ſome Impe- 


rial Salvages have done, that they may 


proſcribe, deſtroy or impoveriſh their _ 
ple 
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ple as they pleaſe, as having an Arbitra- 
ry, Unbounded Power over their Domi- 
nions, and an abſolute Propriety in their 
Subjects, as in ſo many rational Human 
Herds, they notoriouſly violate their Truſt, 
and exceed their Commiſſion from the King 
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of Kings, to whom they, as inferior Magi- 


ſtrates, are accountable; who has ſignified, 
tho' not by any Poſitive, yet by Nature's 
Law diſcernable by impartial Reaſon, that 
tho' they are ever ſo Abſolute and Un- 


controulable, being free from all Stipula- 


tions, Vows and Agreements made with 
their Subjects, they are however limited 
by the Divine Laws of Nature to employ 
A delegated and ſubordinate Power as 
ſhall be moſt conducive to the Honour 
of their Supreme Ruler, and the End of 
Government; and therefore they are bound 
to promote the Happineſs of the Civil 
Society of which they are inferior Rulers, 
as much as if they were commanded to 
do ſo by any Revealed Religion: The 
Light of Nature, and the Dictates of right 
Reaſon being no leſs Canonical and Obli- 
atory, than the Precepts of the Inſpired 
Publiſhers of the Divine Will. But for 
more on this Head, I refer the Reader to my 
Eſſay above-mentioned. | 
It is certain, that when a People have 


formed a Political Society, the Ruling 
S L Part 
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Part have a Right to require of the Sub- 


jects a ſolemn Oath or Vow to expreſs 


their Allegiance to them, and by that 


Means aſſure and declare their ſincere Con- 
ſent, Submiſſion and Fidelity to the Go- 
vernment; and thoſe that refuſe to give 
that Security can by no Means be ac- 
counted Members of that Political Com- 
munity, or have any Claim to the Privi- 
leges of it. Nor is the Caſe otherwiſe 
with them, who, notwithſtanding their 
ſwearing Allegiance to the Government, 
ſhall however acknowledge any Power 
on Earth that has Authority to abſolve 


them of their Oath, or ſhall make it an 


Article of their Religion to obey any fo- 
reign Potentate in Oppoſition to their 
rightful Prince, to whom they have ſworn 
Fidelity. Nor are thoſe pretended Mem- 
bers of the Community, who ſwear to it 
with mental Reſervations and equivocal E- 
vaſions, any more entitled to the Protecti- 
on of the Government; nor they, who, 
with monſtrous Diſſimulation and unex- 
ampled Impiety, ſhall take a ſolemn Oath 
enjoyned by the Magiſtrate to engage them 
to be true to the Government, yet be- 


lieve and declare that ſuch an Oath is 


invalid, and without any obligatory Ver- 
tue, merely becauſe it is impoſed and com- 


manded by the Civil Powers. This im- 


pious 
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ou and deteſtable Maxim, which Many 
ave of late aſſerted to fave themſelves 
from Forfeitures and Incapacities, is of 
that Importance, that it ſaps and under- 
mines the Foundation of all Political So- 
cieties, and ſhould, in my Opinion, be diſ- 
countenanced and attacked by the Legiſla- 
ture by ſuch Remedies as ſhall be looked 
upon moſt proper and expedient ; for if 
an Oath, becauſe impoſed by the Magi- 
ſtrate, has for that Reaſon no bindin 
Quality, then farewel all Sincerity, Truth 
and Allegiance, and with them all Bo- 
dies Politick. 5 
From what has been faid it may plain- 
ly be diſcerned that a Man Irreligious in 
Principle, or an Atheiſt in Speculation, 
can be no Member of a Kingdom or Com- 
monwealth, or can juſtly claim any Im- 
munities that Subjects enjoy; and the Rea- 
ſon is very clear, that ſince he can give 
no Security to the Government that he 
will be ſubject to it according to its Conſti- 
tution, he can be intitled to no Rights or 


Subjects, for he is incapable of ſhewing 
his Conſent to be a Member of the So- 
ciety; for whatever Declarations, Oaths or 
Vows he makes, which is an Appealing 
or calling God to witneſs of his Veraci- 
ty, they are no more than a Colluſion or 

N L 2 a Jeſt, 
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a Jeft, whilſt in his Mind he denies and 


ridicules the Exiſtence of that God, by 


whoſe Name he ſwears, and all Divine 
Puniſhments on the Account of Perjury. 
And therefore ſurely Princes ſhould be very 
cautious how they employ ſuch impious 
Perſons, as Miniſters of State or Leaders of 
their Armies, whoſe Allegiance and Fide- 


| lity to them cannot be ſecured by the moſt 


ſolemn Ties and Proteſtations. 


Some Perſons imagine, that a Disbeliever 


of the Divine Exiſtence may however be 
depended upon, when he engages his Ho- 
nour for any Performance. But Honour 
without Religion is an illuſive, chimerical 
Phantome, an empry, inſignificant Sound, 


that occaſions no Idea in the Mind, repre- 
ſents no Object, and is utterly incapable of 


any Definition or Explanation. The eſſen- 
tial Notion of true Honour involves in it 
a Principle of Religion or a Divine Rule 
of our Actions, and then it may be deſcrib- 
ed A generous Elevation of the Mind, by 
which it is ſet free from all mean, baſe 
and unworthy Inclinations and Habits, ſordid 
Condeſcenſions and vile Compliances; and 
thus it is plainly to be denominated a Vir- 
tue or Moral Endowment, that diſpoſes or 
effectually inclines a Man to act in Confor- 
mity to the Divine Will declared by the 
Light of Nature; and ſo a Man of Ho- 

nour 
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nour is in fynonymous Words a Man of 
Probity, Integrity, Truth and Fidelity; 
but thefe are Habits or Principles of Virtue 
or Moral Goodneſs, from which Religion 
cannot be abſtracted: For there can be 
no Virtue or Morality without a G 
whoſe preceptive Will muſt be the Rule, 
in a Conformity to which its very Being 
conſiſts, . Whence it appears that an Atheiſt 
1s incapable of Honour, Probity, Sincerity, 
or any other Religious or Moral Endow- 
ment; and that an impious or irreligious 
Man of Honour, are repugnant and incon- 
fiſtent Terms, and preſents to the Mind 
two Ideas that are deſtructive of each o- 
ther. But I ſhall fay no more on this Sub- 
jet, having ſpoken of it before, where I 
diſcourſed of the Fountain of Moral Good. 
and Evil, as likewiſe in the Preface to 
Creation, where I have fhewn, that it is 
in vain to attempt a Demonſtration of the 
Law of Nature, or the Obligation of Mo- 
ral Precepts without Revelation, from any 
other Principles, and by any other Way, 
than that by which I have deduced it: and 
therefore al other Methods of ſhewing the 
binding Force of the Laws of. Nature, or 
the Dictates of Reafon, whether from ſuch 
Precepts engraven on our Natures and 
written in our Hearts, Eternal Verities ex- 
iſting out of the 9 Mind, the Digni- 
| e 7 
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ty of Human Nature, or the ſwelling 
Word, Honour, ſhould be given up, and 
no longer inſiſted upon, as utterly incapable 
of expreſſing the Divine Will CRY 
our Duty. And it is indeed the great Diſ- 
grace of the Pagan Schemes of Morality, 
and what deſtroys the Notion of a Law 
of Nature, that the Compilers of them 
have laid down only naked Duties, or pre- 
ceptive Propoſitions concerning Mens Paſ- 
ſions and Actions, but they never tell us 
how or why we are bound to the Ob- 
ſervance of ſuch Preſcripts ; and therefore 
the Moral Rules of Cicero, Seneca, Epicte- 
tus, M. Aurelius, &c. are empty Propoſi- 
tions, meer Commands of thoſe Philoſo- 
phers, as if they were Legiſlators to Man- 
kind: and what is a Command without a 
vis Obligativa, but a lifeleſs, tho' ſplendid, 
Moral Saying, unanimated with any Pre- 
ceptive Authority? And therefore ſhould 
any Man with indefatigable Induſtry, com- 
mon-place all the Moral Rules to be found 
in all the moſt celebrated Volumes of the 
Pagan Philoſophers, this would be no more 
than a dead inſignificant Letter of a 
Law, unaccompanied with binding Autho- 
rity, and only the Conceits and Opinions 
of Moral Sages, and not a Collection of 
Divine Statutes and Ordinances, unleſs by 
juſt Argumentation and a right Deduction 

3 from 
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from Rational Principles, they make it ap- 

| pear, which they never did, that it is the 
commanding Will and Pleaſure of the Kin 
of Kings, that Mankind ſhould obſerve, in 
Obedience to him, ſuch Rules and Directi- 
ons concerning their Lives and Practices, 
which thoſe Philoſophers - enjoyned, and 
which are often different from and repug- 
nant to each other. They have not ſhewn 
that either their Supreme God Jupiter a- 
lone, or at the Head of a Senate of the 
Inferior Gods, did ever conſtitute or enact 
their Syſtemes of Moral Duties, or that 
they ever inſpired any of their Prieſts and 
Prophets to promulge them to the World; | 
and it is utterly incredible, that their Gods , 
ſhould ena&t and publiſh ſuch Laws as 
muſt neceſſarily include their own Con- 
demnation, and ſhew them to be a moſt 
vicious and 1 ral Set of Beings, un- 
worthy of Imitation; and therefore Ob- 
jects of Abhorrence, rather than Adoration. 
Whence the Pagan wiſe Men are ſo far - 
from proclaiming the Laws of Nature, 
that they have ſcarcely ſuggeſted them ſo 
as to be read and underſtood by Men of 
Senſe and Penetration. And tho' many of 
their Rules of Practice were really Divine 
Precepts, diſcoverable by the Exerciſe of 
Right Reaſon and the Light of Nature, yet 
the Heathen Philoſophers did never ſo far 
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| exert their Reaſon as to make it appear that 


their Moral Injunctions were backed with 


Divine Authority, and ſo became Obligato- 


ry Laws. For they never ſo much as at- 
tempted to demonſtrate or deduce them 
from their proper Fountain. But they are 


Moral Conjectures and Dictates of their 


own, Rules of Practice which thoſe Sages 
were led to by the imperfect glimmering 


Leavings of inbred Light, and the obſcure 


Dictates of Conſcience unextinguiſhed by 
natural Corruption : And hence it is, that 
the Moral Precepts and Injunctions delivered 


by the ancient Sages are often inconſiſtent 


with the Dictates of right Reaſon, as well 
as oppoſite to one another, as ſaid before. 
There are three eminent Inſtances of the 
firſt, in their Notions of che Paſſions, Self- 
murder, and Fame. TH Stocks, from a 
great Intellectual Impotence, taught their 
Diſciples,inſtead of Regulating,to endeavour 
the Extirpation of their Paſtions, as Di- 
ſtempers and Diſeaſes of rhe Soul; that fo 
they might heal and purify their Minds by 
extinguiſhing Human Nature, and advance 
Men to compleat Happineſs by making 
them uncapable of Joy and Delight. Their 
Doctrine of putting an End to their Lives 
by voluntary Violence to avoid Shame and 
Suffering, is a manifeſt Violation of the Di- 
Cates of Reaſon, and an Outrage done ; 
ot e 
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the Principle of Self- preſervation implant- 


ed in each Individual, by which the Au- 
thor of their Beings declares his Will that 


they ſhould not deſtroy themſelves, and an 


Uſurpation of a Right and Power of diſpo- 


ſing of their Lives at their Pleaſure, which 


tho' they are their own in reſpect of Man, 
they are not ſo in reſpect of God, who is 
their abſolute Owner and Proprietor, and 
never delegated to them a Power of diſ- 
ſolving their Beings ; but has clearly de- 
clared, they ſhould preſerve and ſupport, 
and not deſtroy them from Uneaſineſs and 
Diſcontent with their Condition, and the 
Diſpenſations of his Providence. 

And the ſetting up of Fame and Glory 
as the ultimate End of great and worthy 


Actions, as the eloquent Moraliſt Cicero, as 


well as many others, has done, while they 
ſeek Honour and Applauſe for themſelves, 
without referring them, and making them 
fubſervient in their Intention to the Glory 
of the Divine Being, is an evident Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Dictates of Natural Reaſon, 
while by this Procedure a Man cuts off his 
Dependence and Subordination to God his 
Supreme End, and with manifeſt Impiety 
Deifies himſelf, and makes a Creature the 
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final Object of his Deſigns and Actions. Vet 


Fame and Glory, after which they feel ſuch 
an avaricious Thirſt, was looked upon, eſpe- 


cially 
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cially by the beſt of the Romans, as the Ge- 
nuine Mark of ſublime and heroick Vir- 
tue, or at leaſt as the chief Reward of it. 

By what has been ſaid, it evidently ap- 
pears, that even the wiſeſt and moſt vir- 
tuous of the Pagans were utterly at a Loſs 
how to account for the Obligatory Force of 
the Laws of Nature, and how to deduce 
them by the Exerciſe of Reaſon from their 
only Fountain, the Preceptive Authority of 
the Supreme Being. And this Eclipſe of 
—— Light and Impotence of Reaſon 
from original Corruption, together with the 
Dearth of Virtue, and Prevalency of Vice 
and Impiety, that before the coming of the 
Chriſtian Redeemer had to an aſtoniſhing 
Degree, like a loathſome and contagious 
Leproſy, univerſally overſpread the Race of 
Mankind, as all Hiſtory atteſts, ſhews how 
much the unhappy World lay under the 
Want of a ſupernatural Revelation, which 
might inform Men more clearly of the Pre- 


ceptive Will of God, to which they were 


to pay Obedience, and be made acquainted * 


how they might recover his Favour, and 
eſcape the Puniſhment due to their Diſobe- 
dience. And this naturally leads us to con- 
ſider the Chriſtian Inſtitution, which pre- 
tends to be what is really a ſupernatural Di- 
vine Revelation, for all the happy Purpoſes 
before mentioned. | | 
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of the Deftrableneſs and Neceſſity of a 


Supernatural Revelation. 


| H O' the Laws of Nature, that I have 
| enumerated, and many more, are 
plainly deducible from their proper Foun- 
tain, by the Way I have ſhewn : It is how- 
ever highly probable, if not certain, that 
had I never been acquainted with the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation, nor had my Underſtand- 
ing never been improved and exalted by its 
Lights, I ſhould never have been able to 
diſcern the Connexion between the Premiſes 
and Concluſions I have drawn, nor by the 
Exerciſe of unaſliſted Reaſon have collect- 
ed theſe unwritten Laws as I have done; 
and I believe this to be the Caſe of others. 
It is certain, that till the Coming of 
Chriſt no ſuch Syſteme was produced, none 
of the celebrated Schools of Learning, that 
flouriſhed in Greece or Italy, tho improved 
and enriched with all the Sciences of Egypt 
and the Eaſt, were ever able to enumerate 
the Laws of Nature, to derive them from 
their proper Springs, and demonſtrate their 
obliging Force. They had no General Creed 
or Confeſſion of Faith, or Statute Book of 
Nature, which they all approved and al- 
lowed to be an Authentick Rule of Heart 
and Life. On the contrary, their Sages 
| were 
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were ſplit into various Sects, that maintain- 
ed great Diverſities of Opinions, ſome of 
which were oppoſite to one another, as ſaid 
before; nor were there any univerſal Synods 
of leading Philoſophers convened to deter- 
mine thefe Controverſies, and ſet forth a 

true Collection of the Laws of Reaſon, and 
declare what Opinions were Heretical and 
what Orthodox; whence their Doctrines a- 
bout Natural Duties were either falſe, or ex- 
ceeding lame and defective. 

But nothing more ſhews the Diſability | 
and univerſal Blindneſs of the Pagan Nati- 
ons, than their deteſtable Opinions concern- 
ing the Deity, their Pluralicy of Gods, the 
Diviſion of their Divinities into different 
Sexes, their Dæmon-worſhip, the wicked 
and * mpious Cuſtoms and Ceremonies cele- 
vrated in Honour of thoſe Deities, and their 
Belief of their Perſonal Vices and abomina- 
ble Practices; who, according to their own 
Account of them, were as looſe and flagi- 
tious, as thoſe of the moſt abandoned Liber- 
tines among Men. Now it is a natural 
Conſequence, that when the Gods which 
are worſhipped are believed to be immoral 
and impure, that the Votaries, who think 
they are bound to imitate their Divinities, 
and that the Perfection, Felicity and Glory 
of their Natures conſiſt in ſuch a Confor- 
mity to their Example, ſhould plunge them 
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ſelves in the Dregs of Vice and Immo- 
ral Uncleanneſs, by which they ſhould 
not only Atone and Obey. them, but by 
reſembling their Divine Nature, acquire 
the greateſt Dignity and Happineſs to their 
own. And in this monſtrous and hor- 
rible State of Religion the worſt of Vi- 
ces became Acts of Piety and Devotion, 
while the Gods and Goddeſſes were ſup- 
poſed to be appeaſed and delighted with 
the higheſt Violations of Chaſtity, Tem- 
perance, juſtice and Natural Affection, 
when committed as Expreſſions of Wor- 
ſhip and Honour paid to them. Nor is 
it a wonder that in this deplorable Con- 
dition and general prevailing Power of 
Idolatry, Mankind ſhould grow ſtill worſe 
and worſe, till the moſt profound Darkneſs 
and miſerable Stupidity ſhould oppreſs 
their Minds, and a licentious Flood of 
corrupt and vitiated Manners defile their 
Lives, as it appears by the Hiſtory of all 
Countries they did, a little before the Ap- 
pearance of CHRIST the Meſhah. . : 

Since then ſuch Blindneſs of Underſtand- 
ing and Pollutions of Practice were, in 
thoſe dark and degenerate Ages, carried on 
to fuch an amazing Height, and had 
gained ſuch an extenſive Dominion over 
Mankind, that it muſt be granted that 
a Supernatural Revelation of the mou 2 


158 


Natural Laws apart from Poſitive. 


God to be made known by ſome Teacher 
ſent and commiſſioned by him, to inftruct 
and inform Mankind concerning their Du- 
ty to him, to inlighten their Underſtand- 
ings, regulate their Notions, and extricate 


them from the dark Labyrinths of Er- 


rors, in which they were bewildered, and 


utterly unable to find their Way how to 
Pleaſe and Atone their Bleſt Creator, was, 
before the coming of Chriſt, not only very 
deſirable, and even neceſſary to Mankind, 
but likewiſe moſt worthy of God, and 
moſt becoming his Glorious Perfections of 
Love, Mercy and Compaſſion; Man be- 
ing rendered, by reaſon of his Intellectual 
Darkneſs and Moral Impotence, quite In- 
capable of finding out the Way of being 
red to the Love and Favour of God, 
and of recovering his loſt Innocence and 
Felicity; and therefore a new Diſcove 


of the Will of God was to be Wiſhed or 


Hoped for, by which Men might be in- 


lightened and directed to the Way of Sal- 


vation, and be reinſtated in a more ſure 
and happy Condition. 


I have thus demonſtrated the Moral 
Laws of Nature; but ſhall not only ſay, 
like the Author of Natural Religion £ 
lineated, that I do not mean that any 
thing I have faid ſhould prejudice any 
true and revealed Religion; or ä 

that 
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that purpoſe : Now it was ſo neceſſary and | 
ſo pertinent in that Place to have alfred, 
that the Chriſtian Inſtitution was fuch a 
Divine Revelation, that I cannot imagine 
how the Author, had he embraced thar 
Religion, could have forborn the naming 
of it as a Divine Revelation, and not have 
ſlurred it off with that ſneering, ſhy and 
dreſt Expreſſion ; and therefore I muſt ſay, 
that, all Things confidered, whatever ſome 
Gentlemen have alledg'd to excuſe and ſoft- 
en that Sentence, the Author to me ſeems 
much to be ſuſpected of Unchriſtian Princi- 
ples, which I ſuppoſe is the Reaſon why he 
was ſo much careſſed and applauded by the 
Enemies of Reveal'd Religion; tho' what 
they have gained by him, I cannot conceive, 
except another ſuppoſed Inſtance of a learn- 
ed Infidel. | 5 

What has been ſaid, naturally leads us to 
conſider the Validity of the Chriſtian 
Scheme or Inſtitution, and to ſhew that it 
is a Divine Revelation intended for all the 
happy Purpoſes before mentioned. And 
this, if Providence ſhall afford Life and 
Health, ſhall be attempted in another Trea- 
tiſe. ks | 


F INV IS. 


. 
N 


* * 


n BOOKS lately Printed for ]. PEMBERTON, 
244 the Golden Buck, againſt St. Dunftan's 
© Church, in Fleetſtreet. 
I. 81 R Richard Blackmore's Treatiſe of Conſumpti- 


ons, and other Diſtempers belonging tothe Breaſt 
Heads, 9:2. 1. Of the 


and Lungs, under the followig 
Natute and Propetties of a res. 2. Of the 
Cauſes of a Conſumption. 3. Of the Progreſs of a 
Conſumption. 4. Of the ſeveraf Ben we and Species 


of a n On Co ge Go reditary 


or Accidental. riginal. ang econdary Conſump- 
tions. 7: GSA. Sect. II. 1 Method 
gte. ., The: Methodrof Cure when Blood-ſpitting 
mens.a Conſumption, ' 3. Of the different Fevers 
Fhat-attend the different Stages of this Diſeaſe. . | 
Alles Milk. 5. Of the Charge of Air. 6. Of the Uſe⸗ 
| Ffolneſs of Exerciſe in a conſumptive Habit, 7. Of Ei- 
_erciſe. 8. Of Rules about Meats and Drinks. 9. Of 
Iſſues, whether uſeful in a Conſumpiive Habit. 
SeQ. III. Of the other Diſeaſes that belong to the 
Lungs and Cheſt of the Body; and 1. Of a Pfeutiſy. 
2, Of an Empyema. 3, Of a'Peripnevmony. 4. Of 2 
Vomica. 5. Of the other Species of Co Na, Lining 
— 8 from that which accompanies a Conſumption, 6. Of 
d Catarths. 7. Of an Aſthma. 8. The Method ER 
an Aſthma, c. The Second Edition. Price 34: 64. 
II. A. Treatiſe of the Spleen. MY orH 
chrondriacal and Hyſtrrical A ffeckſbns. Wi Nas 
cout ſes on the Nature and Cure of the Soltek, 05 
Gesuch Palſies ene 


e Sttuctuxe of t leen. 
* the RSS 1 0 
hod of 8 in e 
85 erical AﬀteQions,. | 

113 5 


Symptoms 4. Of the ore," 
Cholick, *Metanchoty, and- Palf 2 of the Che- 


the 

lick. The Method of Cure in the . 2. Of Me- 
| lancholy. The ,Method of 'Cor& 07 the Palſy. 
T. Of the different Sarts of, Pa © my different 
Canes. 2. Of ide Method of jal in- 
ternal Palſies. Never before — Vritfen by 


| Si or d Blackmore, Knight, M. D. and Fellowof 
the Royal College of Phyſicians in * The Se- 
cond Edition. Price 32. 


+ "2 Me: | "FI 2 | ULY7GBP | 


